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made as close to the start of the dis-
play as possible, with at least one con-
ducted the day before the display and, 
if possible, another within 30 minutes 
of the fireworks display. For the post- 
census, counts should occur in conjunc-
tion with beach clean-ups the day fol-
lowing the fireworks display; and 

(2) Reporting to NMFS of all marine 
mammal injury, serious injury, or mor-
tality encountered during debris clean-
up the morning after each fireworks 
display. 

(b) Unless specified otherwise in the 
LOA, MBNMS must submit a draft an-
nual monitoring report to the Director, 
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, 
no later than 60 days after the conclu-
sion of each calendar year. This report 
must contain: 

(1) An estimate of the number of ma-
rine mammals disturbed by the author-
ized activities; and 

(2) Results of the monitoring re-
quired in paragraph (a) of this section, 
and any additional information re-
quired by the LOA. A final annual 
monitoring report must be submitted 
to NMFS within 30 days after receiving 
comments from NMFS on the draft re-
port. If no comments are received from 
NMFS, the draft report will be consid-
ered to be the final annual monitoring 
report. 

(c) A draft comprehensive monitoring 
report on all marine mammal moni-
toring conducted during the period of 
these regulations must be submitted to 
the Director, Office of Protected Re-
sources, NMFS at least 120 days prior 
to expiration of these regulations. A 
final comprehensive monitoring report 
must be submitted to the NMFS within 
30 days after receiving comments from 
NMFS on the draft report. If no com-
ments are received from NMFS, the 
draft report will be considered to be 
the final comprehensive monitoring re-
port. 

§ 217.17 Letters of Authorization. 
(a) To incidentally take marine 

mammals pursuant to these regula-
tions, the MBNMS must apply for and 
obtain an LOA. 

(b) An LOA, unless suspended or re-
voked, may be effective for a period of 
time not to exceed the expiration date 
of these regulations. 

(c) In the event of projected changes 
to the activity or to mitigation and 
monitoring measures required by an 
LOA, the MBNMS must apply for and 
obtain a modification of the LOA as de-
scribed in § 217.18. 

(d) The LOA shall set forth: 
(1) The number of marine mammals, 

by species, authorized to be taken; 
(2) Permissible methods of incidental 

taking; 
(3) Means of effecting the least prac-

ticable adverse impact (i.e., mitigation) 
on the species, its habitat, and on the 
availability of the species for subsist-
ence uses; and 

(4) Requirements for monitoring and 
reporting. 

(e) Issuance of the LOA shall be based 
on a determination that the level of 
taking will be consistent with the find-
ings made for the total taking allow-
able under these regulations. 

(f) Notice of issuance or denial of an 
LOA shall be published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER within 30 days of a deter-
mination. 

§ 217.18 Renewals and modifications of 
Letters of Authorization. 

(a) An LOA issued under § 216.106 of 
this chapter and § 217.17 for the activity 
identified in § 217.11(a) shall be renewed 
or modified upon request by the appli-
cant, provided that: 

(1) The specified activity and mitiga-
tion, monitoring, and reporting meas-
ures, as well as the anticipated im-
pacts, are the same as those described 
and analyzed for the regulations in this 
subpart (excluding changes made pur-
suant to the adaptive management pro-
vision in paragraph (c)(1) of this sec-
tion); and 

(2) NMFS determines that the miti-
gation, monitoring, and reporting 
measures required by the previous LOA 
under these regulations were imple-
mented. 

(b) For LOA modification or renewal 
requests by the applicant that include 
changes to the activity or the mitiga-
tion, monitoring, or reporting (exclud-
ing changes made pursuant to the 
adaptive management provision in 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section) that do 
not change the findings made for the 
regulations or result in no more than a 
minor change in the total estimated 
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