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person or persons desiring to continue
the activity shall furnish the permit to
the issuing officer for endorsement
within 90 days from the date the suc-
cessor begins to carry on the activity.

(c) In the case of permits issued
under §17.22(b) through (d) or §17.32(b)
through (d) or permits issued under
§22.80 of this subchapter B, the succes-
sor’s authorization under the permit is
also subject to our determination that:

(1) The successor meets all of the
qualifications under this part for hold-
ing a permit;

(2) The successor has provided ade-
quate written assurances that it will
provide sufficient funding for any ap-
plicable conservation measures, con-
servation plan, or Agreement and will
implement the relevant terms and con-
ditions of the permit, including any
outstanding minimization and mitiga-
tion requirements; and

(3) The successor has provided such
other information as we determine is
relevant to the processing of the re-
quest.

[64 FR 32711, June 17, 1999, as amended at 78
FR 173725, Dec. 9, 2013; 87 FR 880, Jan. 5, 2022]

§13.25 Transfer of permits and scope
of permit authorization.

(a) Except as otherwise provided for
in this section, permits issued under
this part are not transferable or assign-
able.

(b) Permits issued under §17.22(b)
through (d) or §17.32(b) through (d) or
permits issued under §22.80 of this sub-
chapter B may be transferred in whole
or in part through a joint submission
by the permittee and the proposed
transferee, or in the case of a deceased
permittee, the deceased permittee’s
legal representative and the proposed
transferee, provided we determine that:

(1) The proposed transferee meets all
of the qualifications under this part for
holding a permit;

(2) The proposed transferee has pro-
vided adequate written assurances of
sufficient funding for the conservation
measures, conservation plan, or Agree-
ment, and will implement the relevant
terms and conditions of the permit, in-
cluding any outstanding minimization
and mitigation requirements; and

(3) The proposed transferee has pro-
vided other information that we deter-

7

§13.26

mine is relevant to the processing of
the submission.

(c) In the case of the transfer of lands
subject to an agreement and permit
issued under §17.22(c) or (d) or §17.32 (c)
or (d) of this subchapter B, the Service
will transfer the permit to the new
owner if the new owner agrees in writ-
ing to become a party to the original
agreement and permit.

(d) Except as otherwise stated on the
face of the permit, any person who is
under the direct control of the per-
mittee, or who is employed by or under
contract to the permittee for purposes
authorized by the permit, may carry
out the activity authorized by the per-
mit.

(e) In the case of permits issued
under §17.22(b)-(d) or §17.32(b)-(d) of
this subchapter to a State or local gov-
ernmental entity, a person is under the
direct control of the permittee where:

(1) The person is under the jurisdic-
tion of the permittee and the permit
provides that such person(s) may carry
out the authorized activity; or

(2) The person has been issued a per-
mit by the governmental entity or has
executed a written instrument with the
governmental entity, pursuant to the
terms of the implementing agreement.

(f) In the case of permits issued under
§22.80 of this subchapter B to a Fed-
eral, State, tribal, or local govern-
mental entity, a person is under the di-
rect control of the permittee if the per-
son is under the jurisdiction of the per-
mittee, provided the permittee has the
regulatory authority to require the
person to comply with the terms and
conditions of the permit and the per-
mit provides that such person(s) may
carry out the authorized activity.

[64 FR 32711, June 17, 1999, as amended at 64
FR 52676, Sept. 30, 1999; 69 FR 24092, May 3,
2004; 78 FR 73725, Dec. 9, 2013; 87 FR 880, Jan.
7, 2022]

§13.26 Discontinuance of permit activ-
ity.

When a permittee, or any successor
to a permittee as provided for by §13.24,
discontinues activities authorized by a
permit, the permittee shall within 30
calendar days of the discontinuance re-
turn the permit to the issuing office to-
gether with a written statement sur-
rendering the permit for cancellation.



§13.27

The permit shall be deemed void and
cancelled upon its receipt by the
issuing office. No refund of any fees
paid for issuance of the permit or for
any other fees or costs associated with
a permitted activity shall be made
when a permit is surrendered for can-
cellation for any reason prior to the ex-
piration date stated on the face of the
permit.

[54 FR 38149, Sept. 14, 1989]

§13.27 Permit suspension.

(a) Criteria for suspension. The privi-
leges of exercising some or all of the
permit authority may be suspended at
any time if the permittee is not in
compliance with the conditions of the
permit, or with any applicable laws or
regulations governing the conduct of
the permitted activity. The issuing of-
ficer may also suspend all or part of
the privileges authorized by a permit if
the permittee fails to pay any fees,
penalties or costs owed to the Govern-
ment. Such suspension shall remain in
effect until the issuing officer deter-
mines that the permittee has corrected
the deficiencies.

(b) Procedure for suspension. (1) When
the issuing officer believes there are
valid grounds for suspending a permit
the permittee shall be notified in writ-
ing of the proposed suspension by cer-
tified or registered mail. This notice
shall identify the permit to be sus-
pended, the reason(s) for such suspen-
sion, the actions necessary to correct
the deficiencies, and inform the per-
mittee of the right to object to the pro-
posed suspension. The issuing officer
may amend any notice of suspension at
any time.

(2) Upon receipt of a notice of pro-
posed suspension the permittee may
file a written objection to the proposed
action. Such objection must be in writ-
ing, must be filed within 45 calendar
days of the date of the notice of pro-
posal, must state the reasons why the
permittee objects to the proposed sus-
pension, and may include supporting
documentation.

(3) A decision on the suspension shall
be made within 45 days after the end of
the objection period. The issuing offi-
cer shall notify the permittee in writ-
ing of the Service’s decision and the
reasons therefore. The issuing officer
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shall also provide the applicant with
the information concerning the right
to request reconsideration of the deci-
sion under §13.29 of this part and the
procedures for requesting reconsider-
ation.

[54 FR 38149, Sept. 14, 1989]

§13.28 Permit revocation.

(a) Criteria for revocation. A permit
may be revoked for any of the fol-
lowing reasons:

(1) The permittee willfully violates
any Federal or State statute or regula-
tion, or any Indian tribal law or regu-
lation, or any law or regulation of any
foreign country, which involves a vio-
lation of the conditions of the permit
or of the laws or regulations governing
the permitted activity; or

(2) The permittee fails within 60 days
to correct deficiencies that were the
cause of a permit suspension; or

(3) The permittee becomes disquali-
fied under §13.21(c) of this part; or

(4) A change occurs in the statute or
regulation authorizing the permit that
prohibits the continuation of a permit
issued by the Service; or

(5) Except for permits issued under
§17.22(b) through (d) or §17.32(b)
through (d) of this subchapter, the pop-
ulation(s) of the wildlife or plant that
is the subject of the permit declines to
the extent that continuation of the
permitted activity would be detri-
mental to maintenance or recovery of
the affected population.

(b) Procedure for revocation. (1) When
the issuing officer believes there are
valid grounds for revoking a permit,
the permittee shall be notified in writ-
ing of the proposed revocation by cer-
tified or registered mail. This notice
shall identify the permit to be revoked,
the reason(s) for such revocation, the
proposed disposition of the wildlife, if
any, and inform the permittee of the
right to object to the proposed revoca-
tion. The issuing officer may amend
any notice of revocation at any time.

(2) Upon receipt of a notice of pro-
posed revocation the permittee may
file a written objection to the proposed
action. Such objection must be in writ-
ing, must be filed within 45 calendar
days of the date of the notice of pro-
posal, must state the reasons why the
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