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§ 845.21 Symposiums, forums, and con-
ferences. 

(a)(1) Definitions. (i) A symposium is a 
public proceeding focused on a specific 
topic, where invited participants pro-
vide presentations of their research, 
views or expertise on the topic and are 
available for questions. 

(ii) A forum is a public proceeding 
generally organized in a question-and- 
answer format with various invited 
participants who may make presen-
tation and are available for ques-
tioning by the Board or designated 
NTSB staff as individuals in a panel 
format. 

(iii) A conference is a large, orga-
nized proceeding where individuals 
present materials, and a moderator or 
chairperson facilitates group discus-
sions. 

(2) These proceedings are related to 
transportation safety matters and will 
be convened for the purpose of focusing 
attention, raising awareness, encour-
aging dialogue, educating the NTSB, or 
generally advancing or developing safe-
ty recommendations. The goals of the 
proceeding will be clearly articulated 
and outlined, and will be consistent 
with the mission of the NTSB. 

(b) A quorum of Board Members is 
not required to attend a forum, sympo-
sium, or conference. All three types of 
proceedings described in paragraph (a) 
of this section may have a relationship 
to previous or ongoing investigative 
activities; however, their purpose is 
not to obtain evidence for a specific in-
vestigation. 

(c) Symposiums, forums, and con-
ferences are voluntary for all invited 
participants. 

Subpart C—Miscellaneous 
Provisions 

§ 845.30 Board products. 
(a) Reports of investigations. (1) The 

Board will adopt a report on the inves-
tigation. The report will set forth the 
relevant facts, conditions, and cir-
cumstances relating to the accident or 
incident and the probable cause there-
of, along with any appropriate safety 
recommendations and/or safety alerts 
formulated on the basis of the inves-
tigation. The scope and format of the 

report will be determined in accord-
ance with Board procedures. 

(2) The probable cause and facts, con-
ditions, and circumstances of other ac-
cidents or incidents will be reported in 
a manner and form prescribed by the 
Board. The NTSB allows the appro-
priate office director, under his or her 
delegated authority as described in 
§ 800.25 of this chapter, to issue a 
‘‘brief,’’ which includes the probable 
cause and relevant facts, conditions, 
and circumstances concerning the acci-
dent or incident. Such briefs do not in-
clude recommendations. In particular 
circumstances, the Board in its discre-
tion may choose to approve a brief. 

(b) Studies and reports—(1) NTSB stud-
ies and reports. The NTSB may issue re-
ports describing investigations of more 
than one accident or incident that 
share commonalities. Such reports are 
similar to accident or incident inves-
tigation reports, as described in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section. Such re-
ports often include safety rec-
ommendations and/or safety alerts, 
which the Board adopts. 

(2) Safety studies and reports. The 
NTSB issues safety studies and reports, 
which usually examine safety concerns 
that require the investigation of a 
number of related accidents or inci-
dents to determine the extent and se-
verity of the safety issues. Such stud-
ies and reports often include safety rec-
ommendations and/or safety alerts, 
which the Board adopts. 

(c) Safety recommendations. The Board 
may adopt and issue safety rec-
ommendations, either as part of a 
Board report or as a stand-alone Board 
product. 

§ 845.31 Public docket. 

(a) Investigations. (1) As described in 
§ 801.3 of this chapter, the public docket 
shall include factual information con-
cerning the accident or incident. Pro-
posed findings submitted pursuant to 
§ 831.14 or § 845.13 and petitions for re-
consideration and modification sub-
mitted pursuant to § 845.32, comments 
thereon by other parties, and the 
Board’s rulings on proposed findings 
and petitions shall also be placed in the 
public docket. 
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