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State Safety Oversight Agency means 
an agency established by a State that 
meets the requirements and performs 
the functions specified by 49 U.S.C. 
5329(e) and (k) and the regulations set 
forth in 49 CFR part 674. 

Subrecipient means an entity that re-
ceives Federal transit grant funds indi-
rectly through a State or a direct re-
cipient. 

Transit agency means an operator of a 
public transportation system that is a 
recipient or subrecipient of Federal fi-
nancial assistance under 49 U.S.C. 5307 
or a rail transit agency. 

Transit Asset Management Plan means 
the strategic and systematic practice 
of procuring, operating, inspecting, 
maintaining, rehabilitating, and re-
placing transit capital assets to man-
age their performance, risks, and costs 
over their life cycles, for the purpose of 
providing safe, cost-effective, and reli-
able public transportation, as required 
by 49 U.S.C. 5326 and 49 CFR part 625. 

Transit worker means any employee, 
contractor, or volunteer working on 
behalf of the transit agency. 

Urbanized area means, as defined 
under 49 U.S.C. 5302, an area encom-
passing a population of 50,000 or more 
that has been defined and designated in 
the most recent decennial census as an 
urban area by the Secretary of Com-
merce. 

Subpart B—Safety Plans 
§ 673.11 General requirements. 

(a) A transit agency or State must 
establish a Public Transportation 
Agency Safety Plan that meets the re-
quirements of this part and, at a min-
imum, consists of the following ele-
ments: 

(1) The Public Transportation Agen-
cy Safety Plan, and subsequent up-
dates, must be signed by the Account-
able Executive and approved by— 

(i) For a large urbanized area pro-
vider, the Safety Committee estab-
lished pursuant to § 673.19, followed by 
the transit agency’s Board of Directors 
or an equivalent entity; or 

(ii) For all other transit agencies, the 
transit agency’s Board of Directors or 
an equivalent entity. 

(2) The Public Transportation Agen-
cy Safety Plan must document the 

processes and activities related to 
Safety Management System (SMS) im-
plementation, as required under sub-
part D of this part. 

(3) The Public Transportation Agen-
cy Safety Plan must include annual 
safety performance targets based on 
the safety performance measures es-
tablished under the National Public 
Transportation Safety Plan. Safety 
performance targets for the safety risk 
reduction program are only required 
for large urbanized area providers. 

(4) The Public Transportation Agen-
cy Safety Plan must address all appli-
cable requirements and standards as 
set forth in FTA’s Public Transpor-
tation Safety Program and the Na-
tional Public Transportation Safety 
Plan. Compliance with the minimum 
safety performance standards author-
ized under 49 U.S.C. 5329(b)(2)(C) is not 
required until standards have been es-
tablished through the public notice and 
comment process. 

(5) Each transit agency must estab-
lish a process and timeline for con-
ducting an annual review and update of 
the Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plan. 

(6) A rail transit agency must include 
or incorporate by reference in its Pub-
lic Transportation Agency Safety Plan: 

(i) An emergency preparedness and 
response plan or procedures that ad-
dresses, at a minimum, the assignment 
of transit worker responsibilities dur-
ing an emergency; and coordination 
with Federal, State, regional, and local 
officials with roles and responsibilities 
for emergency preparedness and re-
sponse in the transit agency’s service 
area; 

(ii) Any policies and procedures re-
garding rail transit workers on the 
roadway the rail transit agency has 
issued; and 

(iii) The transit agency’s policies and 
procedures developed in consultation 
with the State Safety Oversight Agen-
cy to provide access and required data 
for the State Safety Oversight Agen-
cy’s risk-based inspection program. 

(7) The Public Transportation Agen-
cy Safety Plan of each large urbanized 
area provider must include a safety 
risk reduction program for transit op-
erations to improve safety performance 
by reducing the number and rates of 
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safety events, injuries, and assaults on 
transit workers. The safety risk reduc-
tion program must, at a minimum: 

(i) Address the reduction and mitiga-
tion of vehicular and pedestrian safety 
events involving transit vehicles that 
includes safety risk mitigations con-
sistent with § 673.25(d)(3); 

(ii) Address the reduction and mitiga-
tion of assaults on transit workers that 
includes safety risk mitigations con-
sistent with § 673.25(d)(4); 

(iii) Include the safety performance 
targets set by the Safety Committee 
pursuant to § 673.19(d)(2) for the safety 
risk reduction program performance 
measures established in the National 
Public Transportation Safety Plan. 
These targets must be set— 

(A) Based on a three-year rolling av-
erage of the data submitted by the 
large urbanized area provider to the 
National Transit Database (NTD); 

(B) For all modes of public transpor-
tation; and 

(C) Based on the level of detail the 
large urbanized area provider is re-
quired to report to the NTD. The Safe-
ty Committee is not required to set a 
target for a performance measure until 
the large urbanized area provider has 
been required to report three years of 
data to the NTD corresponding to such 
performance measure. 

(iv) Include or incorporate by ref-
erence the safety risk mitigations 
identified and recommended by the 
Safety Committee as described in 
§ 673.25(d)(5). 

(b) A transit agency may develop one 
Public Transportation Agency Safety 
Plan for all modes of service or may 
develop a Public Transportation Agen-
cy Safety Plan for each mode of service 
not subject to safety regulation by an-
other Federal entity. 

(c) A transit agency must maintain 
its Public Transportation Agency Safe-
ty Plan in accordance with the record-
keeping requirements in subpart E of 
this part. 

(d) A State must draft and certify a 
Public Transportation Agency Safety 
Plan on behalf of any small public 
transportation provider that is located 
in that State. A State is not required 
to draft a Public Transportation Agen-
cy Safety Plan for a small public trans-
portation provider if that transit agen-

cy notifies the State that it will draft 
its own plan. In each instance, the 
transit agency must carry out the 
plan. If a State drafts and certifies a 
Public Transportation Agency Safety 
Plan on behalf of a transit agency, and 
the transit agency later opts to draft 
and certify its own Public Transpor-
tation Agency Safety Plan, then the 
transit agency must notify the State. 
The transit agency has one year from 
the date of the notification to draft 
and certify a Public Transportation 
Agency Safety Plan that is compliant 
with this part. The Public Transpor-
tation Agency Safety Plan drafted by 
the State will remain in effect until 
the transit agency drafts its own Pub-
lic Transportation Agency Safety Plan. 

(e) Agencies that operate passenger 
ferries regulated by the United States 
Coast Guard (USCG) or rail fixed guide-
way public transportation service regu-
lated by the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration (FRA) are not required to de-
velop Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plans for those modes of serv-
ice. 

§ 673.13 Certification of compliance. 
(a) Each direct recipient, or State as 

authorized in § 673.11(d), must certify 
that it has established a Public Trans-
portation Agency Safety Plan meeting 
the requirements of this part by the 
start of operations. A direct recipient 
must certify that it and all applicable 
subrecipients are in compliance with 
the requirements of this part. A State 
Safety Oversight Agency must review 
and approve a Public Transportation 
Agency Safety Plan developed by a rail 
fixed guideway public transportation 
system, as authorized in 49 U.S.C. 
5329(e) and its implementing regula-
tions at 49 CFR part 674. 

(b) On an annual basis, a direct re-
cipient or State must certify its com-
pliance with this part. A direct recipi-
ent must certify that it and all applica-
ble subrecipients are in compliance 
with the requirements of this part. 

§ 673.15 Coordination with metropoli-
tan, statewide, and non-metropoli-
tan planning processes. 

(a) A State or transit agency must 
make its safety performance targets 
available to States and Metropolitan 
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