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Federal Transit Admin., DOT § 655.4 

SOURCE: 66 FR 42002, Aug. 9, 2001, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 655.1 Purpose. 

The purpose of this part is to estab-
lish programs to be implemented by 
employers that receive financial assist-
ance from the Federal Transit Admin-
istration (FTA) and by contractors of 
those employers, that are designed to 
help prevent accidents, injuries, and fa-
talities resulting from the misuse of al-
cohol and use of prohibited drugs by 
employees who perform safety-sen-
sitive functions. 

§ 655.2 Overview. 
(a) This part includes nine subparts. 

Subpart A of this part covers the gen-
eral requirements of FTA’s drug and 
alcohol testing programs. Subpart B of 
this part specifies the basic require-
ments of each employer’s alcohol mis-
use and prohibited drug use program, 
including the elements required to be 
in each employer’s testing program. 
Subpart C of this part describes prohib-
ited drug use. Subpart D of this part 
describes prohibited alcohol use. Sub-
part E of this part describes the types 
of alcohol and drug tests to be con-
ducted. Subpart F of this part address-
es the testing procedural requirements 
mandated by the Omnibus Transpor-
tation Employee Testing Act of 1991, 
and as required in 49 CFR Part 40. Sub-
part G of this part lists the con-
sequences for covered employees who 
engage in alcohol misuse or prohibited 
drug use. Subpart H of this part con-
tains administrative matters, such as 
reports and recordkeeping require-
ments. Subpart I of this part specifies 
how a recipient certifies compliance 
with the rule. 

(b) This part must be read in con-
junction with 49 CFR Part 40, Proce-
dures for Transportation Workplace 
Drug and Alcohol Testing Programs. 

§ 655.3 Applicability. 
(a) Except as specifically excluded in 

paragraphs (b), and (c) of this section, 
this part applies to: 

(1) Each recipient and subrecipient 
receiving Federal assistance under 49 
U.S.C. 5307, 5309, or 5311; and 

(2) Any contractor of a recipient or 
subrecipient of Federal assistance 
under 49 U.S.C. 5307, 5309, 5311. 

(b) A recipient operating a railroad 
regulated by the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration (FRA) shall follow 49 CFR 
Part 219 and § 655.83 for its railroad op-
erations, and shall follow this part for 
its non-railroad operations, if any. 

(c) A recipient operating a ferryboat 
regulated by the United States Coast 
Guard (USCG) that satisfactorily com-
plies with the testing requirements of 
46 CFR Parts 4 and 16, and 33 CFR Part 
95 shall be in concurrent compliance 
with the testing requirements of this 
part. This exception shall not apply to 
the provisions of section 655.45, or sub-
parts G, or H of this part. 

[66 FR 42002, Aug. 9, 2001, as amended at 71 
FR 69198, Nov. 30, 2006; 78 FR 37993, June 25, 
2013] 

§ 655.4 Definitions. 

For this part, the terms listed in this 
section have the following definitions. 
The definitions of additional terms 
used in this part but not listed in this 
section can be found in 49 CFR Part 40. 

Accident means an occurrence associ-
ated with the operation of a vehicle, if 
as a result: 

(1) An individual dies; or 
(2) An individual suffers bodily injury 

and immediately receives medical 
treatment away from the scene of the 
accident; or 

(3) With respect to an occurrence in 
which the mass transit vehicle in-
volved is a bus, electric bus, van, or 
automobile, one or more vehicles (in-
cluding non-FTA funded vehicles) in-
curs disabling damage as the result of 
the occurrence and such vehicle or ve-
hicles are transported away from the 
scene by a tow truck or other vehicle; 
or 

(4) With respect to an occurrence in 
which the public transportation vehicle 
involved is a rail car, trolley car, trol-
ley bus, or vessel, the public transpor-
tation vehicle is removed from oper-
ation. 

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Transit Adminis-
tration or the Administrator’s des-
ignee. 
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