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days after it first modifies a motor ve-
hicle to enable a person with a dis-
ability to operate, or ride as a pas-
senger in, the motor vehicle. Each 
motor vehicle repair business who has 
submitted required information shall 
keep its entry current, accurate and 
complete by submitting revised infor-
mation not later than 30 days after the 
relevant changes in the business occur. 

[66 FR 12655, Feb. 27, 2001, as amended at 75 
FR 47489, Aug. 6, 2010] 

§ 595.7 Requirements for vehicle modi-
fications to accommodate people 
with disabilities. 

(a) Any motor vehicle repair business 
that modifies a motor vehicle to enable 
a person with a disability to operate, 
or ride as a passenger in, the motor ve-
hicle is exempted from the ‘‘make in-
operative’’ prohibition of 49 U.S.C. 
30122 to the extent that those modifica-
tions affect the motor vehicle’s compli-
ance with the Federal motor vehicle 
safety standards or portions thereof 
specified in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion. Modifications that would take a 
vehicle out of compliance with any 
other Federal motor vehicle safety 
standards, or portions thereof, are not 
covered by this exemption. 

(b) Any motor vehicle repair business 
that modifies a motor vehicle to enable 
a person with a disability to operate, 
or ride as a passenger in, the motor ve-
hicle in such a manner as to make in-
operative any part of a device or ele-
ment of design installed on or in the 
motor vehicle in compliance with a 
Federal motor vehicle safety standard 
or portion thereof specified in para-
graph (c) of this section must affix to 
the motor vehicle a permanent label of 
the type and in the manner described 
in paragraph (d) of this section and 
must provide and retain a document of 
the type and in the manner described 
in paragraph (e) of this section. 

(c)(1) 49 CFR 571.101, except for S5.2.1, 
S5.3.1, S5.3.4, S5.4.1, and S5.4.3 of that 
section. 

(2) S9.1.1 of 49 CFR 571.108, in the case 
of a motor vehicle that is modified to 
be driven without a steering wheel or 
for which it is not feasible to retain the 
turn signal canceling device installed 
by the vehicle manufacturer. 

(3) S5.1.2 and S5.1.3 of 49 CFR 571.114, 
in any case in which the original key 
locking system must be modified. 

(4) S4(a) of 49 CFR 571.118, in any case 
in which the medical condition of the 
person for whom the vehicle is modi-
fied necessitates the installation of a 
remote ignition switch to start the ve-
hicle. 

(5) S5.1 and S5.2.1 of 49 CFR 571.123, in 
any case in which the modification ne-
cessitates the relocation of original 
equipment manufacturer’s controls. 

(6) S5.3.1 of 49 CFR 571.135, in any 
case in which the modification neces-
sitates the removal of the original 
equipment manufacturer foot pedal. 

(7) 49 CFR 571.201 with respect to: 
(i) Targets located on the right side 

rail, the right B-pillar and the first 
right side ‘‘other’’ pillar adjacent to 
the stowed platform of a lift or ramp 
that stows vertically, inside the vehi-
cle. 

(ii) Targets located on the left side 
rail, the left B-pillar and the first left 
side ‘‘other’’ pillar adjacent to the 
stowed platform of a lift or ramp that 
stows vertically, inside the vehicle. 

(iii) Targets located on the rear head-
er and the rearmost pillars adjacent to 
the stowed platform of a lift or ramp 
that stows vertically, inside the vehi-
cle. 

(iv) Targets located on any hand grip 
or vertical stanchion bar. 

(v) All of S6 of 571.201 in any case in 
which the disability necessitates rais-
ing the roof or door, or lowering the 
floor of the vehicle. 

(8) 49 CFR 571.202 and 571.202a, in any 
case in which: 

(i) A motor vehicle is modified to be 
operated by a driver seated in a wheel-
chair and no other seat is supplied with 
the vehicle for the driver; 

(ii) A motor vehicle is modified to 
transport a right front passenger seat-
ed in a wheelchair and no other right 
front passenger seat is supplied with 
the vehicle; or 

(9)(i) For vehicles manufactured be-
fore March 14, 2005, S4.3(b)(1) and (2) of 
49 CFR 571.202, in any case in which the 
driver’s head restraint must be modi-
fied to accommodate a driver with a 
disability. 

(ii) For vehicles manufactured on or 
after March 14, 2005 and certified to 
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FMVSS No. 202, S4.2(b)(1) and (2) of 49 
CFR 571.202, in any case in which the 
head restraint must be modified to ac-
commodate a driver with a disability. 

(iii) For vehicles manufactured on or 
after March 14, 2005 and certified to 
FMVSS No. 202a, S4.2.1(b) of 49 CFR 
571.202a, in any case in which the head 
restraint must be modified to accom-
modate a driver or a front outboard 
passenger with a disability. 

(iv) For vehicles manufactured on or 
after March 14, 2005 and certified to 
FMVSS No. 202a, S4.2.2 of 49 CFR 
571.202a, in any case in which the head 
restraint must be modified to accom-
modate a driver with a disability. 

(v) For vehicles manufactured before 
March 14, 2005 and certified to FMVSS 
No. 202, S4.3 of 49 CFR 571.202, in any 
case in which the head restraint of the 
front passenger seat of a vehicle must 
be modified or replaced by a device to 
support or position the passenger’s 
head or neck due to a disability. 

(vi) For vehicles manufactured on or 
after March 14, 2005 and certified to 
FMVSS No. 202, S4.2 of 49 CFR 571.202, 
in any case in which the head restraint 
of the front passenger seat of a vehicle 
must be modified or replaced by a de-
vice to support or position the pas-
senger’s head or neck due to a dis-
ability. 

(vii) For vehicles manufactured on or 
after March 14, 2005 and certified to 
FMVSS No. 202a, S4.2.1, S4.2.2, S4.2.3, 
S4.2.4, S4.2.5, S4.2.6, and S4.2.7 of 49 
CFR 571.202a, in any case in which the 
head restraint of the front passenger 
seat of a vehicle must be modified or 
replaced by a device to support or posi-
tion the passenger’s head or neck due 
to a disability. 

(10) S5.1 of 49 CFR 571.203, in any case 
in which the modification necessitates 
a structural change to, or removal of, 
the original equipment manufacturer 
steering shaft. 

(11) S5.2 of 49 CFR 571.203, in any case 
in which an item of adaptive equip-
ment must be mounted on the steering 
wheel. 

(12) 49 CFR 571.204, in any case in 
which the modification necessitates a 
structural change to, or removal of, 
the original equipment manufacturer 
steering shaft. 

(13) S4.1 of 49 CFR 571.207, in any case 
in which a vehicle is modified to be 
driven by a person seated in a wheel-
chair and no other driver’s seat is sup-
plied with the vehicle, provided that a 
wheelchair securement device is in-
stalled at the driver’s position. 

(14) S4.1.5.1(a)(1), S4.1.5.1(a)(3), 
S4.2.6.2, S5, S7.1, S7.2, S7.4, S14, S15, 
S16, S17, S18, S19, S20, S21, S22, S23, 
S24, S25, S26 and S27 of 49 CFR 571.208 
for the designated seating position 
modified, provided Type 2 or Type 2A 
seat belts meeting the requirements of 
49 CFR 571.209 and 571.210 are installed 
at that position. 

(15) S7 and S9 of 49 CFR 571.214, for 
the designated seating position modi-
fied, in any cases in which the re-
straint system and/or seat at that posi-
tion must be changed to accommodate 
a person with a disability. 

(16) 49 CFR 571.225 in any case in 
which an existing child restraint an-
chorage system, or built-in child re-
straint system relied upon for compli-
ance with 571.225 must be removed to 
accommodate a person with a dis-
ability, provided the vehicle contains 
at least one tether anchorage which 
complies with 49 CFR 571.225 S6, S7 and 
S8 in one of the rear passenger des-
ignated seating positions. If no rear 
designated seating position exists after 
the vehicle modification, a tether an-
chorage complying with the require-
ments described above must be located 
at a front passenger seat. Any tether 
anchorage attached to a seat that is re-
located shall continue to comply with 
the requirements of 49 CFR 571.225 S6, 
S7 and S8. 

(17) S4.2 and S5 of 49 CFR 571.226, on 
the side of the vehicle where a seat on 
that side of the vehicle must be 
changed to accommodate a person with 
a disability. 

(18) 49 CFR 571.216a, in any case in 
which: 

(i) The disability necessitates raising 
the roof; and, 

(ii) The vehicle, after modification, 
meets 49 CFR 571.220. 

(19) S5.5.1, S5.5.2, S6.2.1, and S6.2.2 of 
49 CFR 571.111, in any case in which a 
personal mobility device transporter is 
temporarily installed on a vehicle by 
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way of a trailer hitch to carry a per-
sonal mobility device (e.g., a wheel-
chair, powered wheelchair, or powered 
scooter) used by a driver or a passenger 
with a disability. 

(d) The label required by paragraph 
(b) of this section shall: 

(1) Be permanently affixed to the ve-
hicle, 

(2) Be located adjacent to the origi-
nal certification label or the alterer’s 
certification label, if applicable, 

(3) Give the modifier’s name and 
physical address, 

(4) Contain the statement ‘‘This vehi-
cle has been modified in accordance 
with 49 CFR 595.6 and may no longer 
comply with all Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standards in effect at the time 
of its original manufacture.’’ 

(e) The document required by para-
graph (b) of this section shall: 

(1) Be provided, in original or 
photocopied form, to the owner of the 
vehicle at the time the vehicle is deliv-
ered to the owner, 

(2) Be kept, in original or 
photocopied form, at the same address 
provided on the label described in para-
graph (c) of this section for a period 
not less than five years after the vehi-
cle, as modified, is delivered to the in-
dividual for whom the modifications 
were performed, 

(3) Be clearly identifiable as to the 
vehicle that has been modified, 

(4) Contain a list of the Federal 
motor vehicle safety standards or por-
tions thereof specified in paragraph (c) 
of this section with which the vehicle 
may no longer be in compliance. 

(5) Indicate any reduction in the load 
carrying capacity of the vehicle of 
more than 100 kg (220 lb) after the 
modifications are completed. In pro-
viding this information, the modifier 
must state whether the weight of a 
user’s wheelchair is included in the 
available load capacity. 

[66 FR 12655, Feb. 27, 2001, as amended at 69 
FR 21069, Apr. 20, 2004; 70 FR 51678, Aug. 31, 
2005; 75 FR 47489, Aug. 6, 2010; 76 FR 37028, 
June 24, 2011; 76 FR 47083, Aug. 4, 2011; 79 FR 
38795, July 9, 2014; 87 FR 14418, Mar. 15, 2022] 

§ 595.8 Modifications by rental compa-
nies. 

(a) A rental company that modifies a 
motor vehicle temporarily in order to 

rent a covered rental vehicle to a per-
son with a disability to operate, or ride 
as a passenger in, the motor vehicle is 
exempted from the ‘‘make inoperative’’ 
prohibition in 49 U.S.C. 30122 to the ex-
tent that those modifications make in-
operative any part of a device or ele-
ment of design installed on or in the 
motor vehicle in compliance with the 
Federal motor vehicle safety standards 
or portions thereof specified in para-
graph (d) of this section. Modifications 
that would make inoperative devices or 
elements of design installed in compli-
ance with any other Federal motor ve-
hicle safety standards, or portions 
thereof, are not covered by the exemp-
tion in this paragraph (a). 

(b) The exemption described in para-
graph (a) of this section extends only 
for the period during which the covered 
rental vehicle is rented to a person 
with a disability and a reasonable pe-
riod before and after the rental agree-
ment in order to perform and reverse 
the modification described in para-
graph (d) of this section. 

(c) Any rental company that tempo-
rarily modifies a motor vehicle to en-
able a person with a disability to oper-
ate, or ride as a passenger in, the 
motor vehicle in such a manner as to 
make inoperative any part of a device 
or element of design installed on or in 
the motor vehicle in compliance with a 
Federal motor vehicle safety standard 
or portion thereof specified in para-
graph (d) of this section must affix to 
the motor vehicle a label of the type 
and in the manner described in para-
graph (e) of this section and must re-
tain documents of the type and in the 
manner described in paragraph (f) of 
this section. 

(d)(1) 49 CFR 571.208, in the case of 
the disablement of a knee bolster air 
bag to allow the installation of hand 
controls. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(e) The label required by paragraph 

(c) of this section shall: 
(1) Be affixed within the passenger 

compartment of the vehicle; 
(2) Be affixed in a location visible to 

the driver in a manner that does not 
obstruct the driver’s view while oper-
ating the vehicle; 

(3) Contain the statement ‘‘WARN-
ING—To accommodate installation of 
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