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of Transportation. Redelegation of this au-
thority may only be made by the Chief Coun-
sels to attorneys within their respective or-
ganizations. 

If the organization does not have an attor-
ney experienced and capable in the examina-
tion of title evidence, a Chief Counsel may, 
with the concurrence of the General Counsel, 
request the Attorney General to (1) furnish 
an opinion as to the validity of a title to real 
property or interest therein, or (2) provide 
advice or assistance in connection with de-
termining the sufficiency of the title. 

PART 3—OFFICIAL SEAL 

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 102(e). 

SOURCE: Amdt. 3–3, 45 FR 75666, Nov. 17, 
1980, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 3.1 Description. 

The official seal of the Department of 
Transportation is described as follows: 
A white abstract triskelion figure sig-
nifying motion appears within a cir-
cular blue field. The figure is symmet-
rical. The three branches of the figure 
curve outward in a counter-clockwise 
direction, each tapering almost to a 
point at the edge of the field. Sur-
rounding the blue circle is a circular 
ring of letters. The upper half of the 
ring shows the words ‘‘Department of 
Transportation’’. The lower half of the 
ring shows the words ‘‘United States of 
America’’. The letters may be shown in 
either black or medium gray. The offi-
cial seal of the Department is modified 
when embossed. It appears below in 
black and white. 

PART 5—ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROCEDURES 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
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Subpart B—Rulemaking Procedures 

5.3 Petitions. 

5.5 Public contacts in informal rulemaking. 

5.7 Policy updates and revisions. 

5.9 Disclaimer. 

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 322(a). 

SOURCE: 86 FR 17294, Apr. 2, 2021, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 5.1 Applicability. 

(a) This part prescribes general pro-
cedures that apply to rulemakings of 
the U.S. Department of Transportation 
(the Department or DOT), including 
each of its operating administrations 
(OAs) and all components of the Office 
of Secretary of Transportation (OST). 

(b) For purposes of this part, Adminis-
trative Procedure Act (APA) is the Fed-
eral statute, codified in scattered sec-
tions of chapters 5 and 7 of title 5, 
United States Code, that governs pro-
cedures for agency rulemaking and ad-
judication and provides for judicial re-
view of final agency actions. 

Subpart B—Rulemaking 
Procedures 

§ 5.3 Petitions. 

(a) Any person may petition an OA or 
OST component with rulemaking au-
thority to: 

(1) Issue, amend, or repeal a rule, as 
defined in 5 U.S.C. 551; or 

(2) Issue an exemption, either perma-
nently or temporarily, from any re-
quirements of a rule, consistent with 
applicable statutory or regulatory pro-
visions. 

(b) When an OA or OST component 
receives a petition under this section, 
the petition should be filed with the 
Docket Clerk in a timely manner. If a 
petition is filed directly with the Dock-
et Clerk, the Docket Clerk will submit 
the petition in a timely manner to the 
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