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must notify the driver by letter and en-
close an SPE certificate substantially 
in the following form: 

Skill Performance Evaluation Certificate 

Name of Issuing Agency: llllllllll

Agency Address: llllllllllllll

Telephone Number: ( ) llllllllll

Issued Under 49 CFR 391.49, subchapter B of 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regula-
tions 

Driver’s Name: lllllllllllllll

Effective Date: lllllllllllllll

SSN: lllllllllllllllllllll

DOB: llllllllllllllllllll

Expiration Date: llllllllllllll

Address: lllllllllllllllllll

Driver Disability: llllllllllllll

Check One: ______New ______Renewal 
Driver’s License: llllllllllllll

(State) (Number) 

In accordance with 49 CFR 391.49, sub-
chapter B of the Federal Motor Carrier Safe-
ty Regulations (FMCSRs), the driver appli-
cation for a skill performance evaluation 
(SPE) certificate is hereby granted author-
izing the above-named driver to operate in 
interstate or foreign commerce under the 
provisions set forth below. This certificate is 
granted for the period shown above, not to 
exceed 2 years, subject to periodic review as 
may be found necessary. This certificate 
may be renewed upon submission of a re-
newal application. Continuation of this cer-
tificate is dependent upon strict adherence 
by the above-named driver to the provisions 
set forth below and compliance with the 
FMCSRs. Any failure to comply with provi-
sions herein may be cause for cancellation. 

CONDITIONS: As a condition of this cer-
tificate, reports of all accidents, arrests, sus-
pensions, revocations, withdrawals of driver 
licenses or permits, and convictions involv-
ing the above-named driver shall be reported 
in writing to the Issuing Agency by the EM-
PLOYING MOTOR CARRIER within 30 days 
after occurrence. 

LIMITATIONS: 
1. Vehicle Type (power unit):* lllllll

2. Vehicle modification(s): lllllllll

3. Prosthetic or Orthotic device(s) (Required 
to be Worn While Driving): llllllll

4. Additional Provision(s): lllllllll

NOTICE: To all MOTOR CARRIERS em-
ploying a driver with an SPE certificate. 
This certificate is granted for the operation 
of the power unit only. It is the responsibility 
of the employing motor carrier to evaluate 
the driver with a road test using the trailer 
type(s) the motor carrier intends the driver 
to transport, or in lieu of, accept the trailer 
road test done during the SPE if it is a simi-
lar trailer type(s) to that of the prospective 
motor carrier. Also, it is the responsibility 
of the employing motor carrier to evaluate 
the driver for those non-driving safety-re-

lated job tasks associated with the type of 
trailer(s) utilized, as well as, any other non- 
driving safety-related or job-related tasks 
unique to the operations of the employing 
motor carrier. 

The SPE of the above-named driver was 
given by an SPE Evaluator. It was success-
fully completed utilizing the above-named 
power unit and ________ (trailer, if applicable) 

The tractor or truck had a ________ trans-
mission. 

Please read the NOTICE paragraph above. 

Name: llllllllllllllllllll

Signature: llllllllllllllllll

Title: llllllllllllllllllll

Date: llllllllllllllllllll

(k) FMCSA may revoke an SPE cer-
tificate after the person to whom it 
was issued is given notice of the pro-
posed revocation and has been allowed 
a reasonable opportunity to appeal. 

(l) Falsifying information in the let-
ter of application, the renewal applica-
tion, or falsifying information required 
by this section by either the applicant 
or motor carrier is prohibited. 

[65 FR 25287, May 1, 2000, as amended at 65 
FR 59380, Oct. 5, 2000; 67 FR 61824, Oct. 2, 2002; 
78 FR 58483, Sept. 24, 2013; 86 FR 57075, Oct. 
14, 2021] 

Subpart F—Files and Records 

§ 391.51 General requirements for 
driver qualification files. 

(a) Each motor carrier shall maintain 
a driver qualification file for each driv-
er it employs. A driver’s qualification 
file may be combined with his/her per-
sonnel file. 

(b) The qualification file for a driver 
must include: 

(1) The driver’s application for em-
ployment completed in accordance 
with § 391.21; 

(2) A copy of the motor vehicle record 
received from each driver’s licensing 
authority pursuant to § 391.23(a)(1); 

(3) The certificate of driver’s road 
test issued to the driver pursuant to 
§ 391.31(e), a copy of the license or cer-
tificate which the motor carrier ac-
cepted as equivalent to the driver’s 
road test pursuant to § 391.33, or the 
original of the written statement pro-
viding that the motor carrier deter-
mined the driver is not required by 
§ 391.44(d) to complete a road test pur-
suant to § 391.44(d)(3)(ii)(A) and the 
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original, or a copy, of the driver’s cer-
tification required by § 391.44(d)(3)(i); 

(4) The motor vehicle record received 
from each driver’s licensing authority 
to the annual driver record inquiry re-
quired by § 391.25(a); 

(5) A note relating to the annual re-
view of the driver’s driving record as 
required by § 391.25(c)(2); 

(6)(i) The medical examiner’s certifi-
cate as required by § 391.43(g) or a leg-
ible copy of the certificate. 

(ii) For CDL holders, beginning Janu-
ary 30, 2012, if the CDLIS motor vehicle 
record contains medical certification 
status information, the motor carrier 
employer must meet this requirement 
by obtaining the CDLIS motor vehicle 
record defined at § 384.105 of this chap-
ter. That record must be obtained from 
the current licensing State and placed 
in the driver qualification file. After 
January 30, 2015, a non-excepted, inter-
state CDL holder without medical cer-
tification status information on the 
CDLIS motor vehicle record is des-
ignated ‘‘not-certified’’ to operate a 
CMV in interstate commerce. After 
January 30, 2015, and through June 22, 
2025, a motor carrier may use a copy of 
the driver’s current medical examiner’s 
certificate that was submitted to the 
State for up to 15 days from the date it 
was issued as proof of medical certifi-
cation. 

(iii) If that driver obtained the med-
ical certification based on having ob-
tained a medical variance from 
FMCSA, the motor carrier must also 
include a copy of the medical variance 
documentation in the driver qualifica-
tion file in accordance with paragraph 
(b)(7) of this section; 

(7) A Skill Performance Evaluation 
Certificate issued by FMCSA in accord-
ance with § 391.49; or the Medical Ex-
emption document issued by a Federal 
medical program in accordance with 
part 381 of this chapter; and 

(8)(i) For drivers not required to have 
a CDL, a note relating to verification 
of medical examiner listing on the Na-
tional Registry of Certified Medical 
Examiners required by § 391.23(m)(1). 

(ii) Through June 22, 2025, for drivers 
required to have a CDL, a note relating 
to verification of medical examiner 
listing on the National Registry of Cer-

tified Medical Examiners required by 
§ 391.23(m)(2). 

(c) Except as provided in paragraph 
(d) of this section, each driver’s quali-
fication file shall be retained for as 
long as a driver is employed by that 
motor carrier and for three years 
thereafter. 

(d) The following records may be re-
moved from a driver’s qualification file 
three years after the date of execution: 

(1) The motor vehicle record received 
from each driver’s licensing authority 
to the annual driver record inquiry re-
quired by § 391.25(a); 

(2) The note relating to the annual 
review of the driver’s driving record as 
required by § 391.25(c)(2); 

(3) The medical examiner’s certifi-
cate required by § 391.43(g), a legible 
copy of the certificate, or, for CDL 
drivers, any CDLIS MVR obtained as 
required by paragraph (b)(6)(ii) of this 
section; 

(4) Any medical variance issued by 
FMCSA, including a Skill Performance 
Evaluation Certificate issued in ac-
cordance with § 391.49; or the Medical 
Exemption letter issued by a Federal 
medical program in accordance with 
part 381 of this chapter; and 

(5) The note relating to verification 
of medical examiner listing on the Na-
tional Registry of Certified Medical 
Examiners required by § 391.23(m). 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2126–004) 

[63 FR 33277, June 18, 1998, as amended at 66 
FR 49874, Oct. 1, 2001; 69 FR 16721, Mar. 30, 
2004; 73 FR 73127, Dec. 1, 2008; 75 FR 28502, 
May 21, 2010; 77 FR 24133, Apr. 20, 2012; 79 FR 
2380, Jan. 14, 2014; 80 FR 22822, Apr. 23, 2015; 
83 FR 28782, June 21, 2018; 84 FR 51434, Sept. 
30, 2019; 86 FR 32651, June 22, 2021; 86 FR 
57076, Oct. 14, 2021; 87 FR 3419, Jan. 21, 2022; 
87 FR 13209, Mar. 9, 2022] 

§ 391.53 Driver investigation history 
file. 

(a) Each motor carrier must main-
tain records relating to the investiga-
tion into the safety performance his-
tory of a new or prospective driver pur-
suant to § 391.23(d) and (e). This file 
must be maintained in a secure loca-
tion with controlled access. 

(1) The motor carrier must ensure 
that access to this data is limited to 
those who are involved in the hiring 
decision or who control access to the 
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