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familiar with the driver’s medical his-
tory and has advised the driver that 
the substance will not adversely affect 
the driver’s ability to safely operate a 
commercial motor vehicle; and 

(13) Has no current clinical diagnosis 
of alcoholism. 

[35 FR 6460, Apr. 22, 1970] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-

tations affecting § 391.41, see the List of CFR 

Sections Affected, which appears in the 

Finding Aids section of the printed volume 

and at www.govinfo.gov. 

§ 391.43 Medical examination; certifi-
cate of physical examination. 

(a) Except as provided by paragraph 
(b) of this section, the medical exam-
ination must be performed by a med-
ical examiner listed on the National 
Registry of Certified Medical Exam-
iners under subpart D of part 390 of this 
chapter. 

(b) Exceptions: 
(1) A licensed ophthalmologist or li-

censed optometrist may perform the 
part of the medical examination that 
involves visual acuity, field of vision, 
and the ability to recognize colors as 
specified in § 391.41(b)(10). 

(2) A certified VA medical examiner 
must only perform medical examina-
tions of veteran operators. 

(c) Medical examiners shall: 
(1) Be knowledgeable of the specific 

physical and mental demands associ-
ated with operating a commercial 

motor vehicle and the requirements of 

this subpart, including the medical ad-

visory criteria prepared by the FMCSA 

as guidelines to aid the medical exam-

iner in making the qualification deter-

mination; and 

(2) Be proficient in the use of and use 

the medical protocols necessary to ade-

quately perform the medical examina-

tion required by this section. 

(d) Any driver authorized to operate 

a commercial motor vehicle within an 

exempt intracity zone pursuant to 

§ 391.62 of this part shall furnish the ex-

amining medical examiner with a copy 

of the medical findings that led to the 

issuance of the first certificate of med-

ical examination which allowed the 

driver to operate a commercial motor 

vehicle wholly within an exempt intra-

city zone. 

(e) Any driver operating under a lim-

ited exemption authorized by § 391.64 

shall furnish the medical examiner 

with a copy of the annual medical find-

ings of the ophthalmologist or optom-

etrist, as required under § 391.64. If the 

medical examiner finds the driver 

qualified under the limited exemption 

in § 391.64, such fact shall be noted on 

the Medical Examiner’s Certificate. 

(f) The medical examination shall be 

performed, and its results shall be re-

corded on the Medical Examination Re-

port Form, MCSA–5875, set out in this 

paragraph (f): 
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(g) Upon completion of the medical 
examination required by this subpart: 

(1) The medical examiner must date 
and sign the Medical Examination Re-

port and provide his or her full name, 

office address, and telephone number 

on the Report. 
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(2)(i) Before June 23, 2025, if the med-
ical examiner finds that the person ex-
amined is physically qualified to oper-
ate a commercial motor vehicle in ac-
cordance with § 391.41(b), he or she 
must complete a certificate in the form 
prescribed in paragraph (h) of this sec-
tion and furnish the original to the 
person who was examined. The exam-
iner must provide a copy to a prospec-
tive or current employing motor car-
rier who requests it. 

(ii) On or after June 23, 2025, if the 
medical examiner identifies that the 
person examined will not be operating 
a commercial motor vehicle that re-
quires a commercial driver’s license or 
a commercial learner’s permit and 
finds that the driver is physically 
qualified to operate a commercial 
motor vehicle in accordance with 
§ 391.41(b), he or she must complete a 
certificate in the form prescribed in 
paragraph (h) of this section and fur-
nish the original to the person who was 
examined. The examiner must provide 
a copy to a prospective or current em-
ploying motor carrier who requests it. 

(3) On or after June 23, 2025, if the 
medical examiner finds that the person 
examined is not physically qualified to 
operate a commercial motor vehicle in 
accordance with § 391.41(b), he or she 
must inform the person examined that 
he or she is not physically qualified, 
and that this information will be re-
ported to FMCSA. All medical exam-
iner’s certificates previously issued to 
the person are not valid and no longer 
satisfy the requirements of § 391.41(a). 

(4) Beginning December 22, 2015, if 
the medical examiner finds that the de-
termination of whether the person ex-
amined is physically qualified to oper-
ate a commercial motor vehicle in ac-
cordance with § 391.41(b) should be de-
layed to receive additional information 
or to conduct further examination in 
order for the medical examiner to 
make such determination, he or she 
must inform the person examined that 
the additional information must be 
provided or the further examination 
completed within 45 days, and that the 
pending status of the examination will 
be reported to FMCSA. 

(5)(i)(A) Once every calendar month, 
beginning May 21, 2014 and ending on 
June 22, 2018, the medical examiner 

must electronically transmit to 

FMCSA, via a secure Web account on 

the National Registry, a completed 

CMV Driver Medical Examination Re-

sults Form, MCSA–5850. The Form 

must include all information specified 

for each medical examination con-

ducted during the previous month for 

any driver who is required to be exam-

ined by a medical examiner listed on 

the National Registry of Certified Med-

ical Examiners. 

(B) Beginning June 22, 2018 by mid-

night (local time) of the next calendar 

day after the medical examiner com-

pletes a medical examination for any 

driver who is required to be examined 

by a medical examiner listed on the 

National Registry of Certified Medical 

Examiners, the medical examiner must 

electronically transmit to FMCSA, via 

a secure FMCSA-designated Web site, a 

completed CMV Driver Medical Exam-

ination Results Form, MCSA–5850. The 

Form must include all information 

specified for each medical examination 

conducted for each driver who is re-

quired to be examined by a medical ex-

aminer listed on the National Registry 

of Certified Medical Examiners in ac-

cordance with the provisions of this 

subpart E, and should also include in-

formation for each driver who is re-

quired by a State to be examined by a 

medical examiner listed on the Na-

tional Registry of Certified Medical 

Examiners in accordance with the pro-

visions of this subpart E and any 

variances from those provisions adopt-

ed by such State. 

(ii) Beginning on June 22, 2015, if the 

medical examiner does not perform a 

medical examination of any driver who 

is required to be examined by a med-

ical examiner listed on the National 

Registry of Certified Medical Exam-

iners during any calendar month, the 

medical examiner must report that 

fact to FMCSA, via a secure FMCSA- 

designated Web site, by the close of 

business on the last day of such month. 

(h) The medical examiner’s certifi-

cate shall be completed in accordance 

with the following Form MCSA–5876, 

Medical Examiner’s Certificate: 
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(i) Each original (paper or electronic) 

completed Medical Examination Re-

port and a copy or electronic version of 

each medical examiner’s certificate 

must be retained on file at the office of 

the medical examiner for at least 3 

years from the date of examination. 

The medical examiner must make all 

records and information in these files 

available to an authorized representa-

tive of FMCSA or an authorized Fed-

eral, State, or local enforcement agen-

cy representative, within 48 hours after 

the request is made. 

[35 FR 6460, Apr. 22, 1970] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-

tations affecting § 391.43, see the List of CFR 

Sections Affected, which appears in the 

Finding Aids section of the printed volume 

and at www.govinfo.gov. 

§ 391.44 Physical qualification stand-
ards for an individual who does not 
satisfy, with the worse eye, either 
the distant visual acuity standard 
with corrective lenses or the field 
of vision standard, or both. 

(a) General. An individual who does 
not satisfy, with the worse eye, either 
the distant visual acuity standard with 
corrective lenses or the field of vision 
standard, or both, in § 391.41(b)(10)(i) is 
physically qualified to operate a com-
mercial motor vehicle in interstate 
commerce provided: 

(1) The individual meets the other 
physical qualification standards in 
§ 391.41 or has an exemption or skill 
performance evaluation certificate, if 
required; and 

(2) The individual has the vision eval-
uation required by paragraph (b) of this 
section and the medical examination 
required by paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) Evaluation by an ophthalmologist or 
optometrist. Prior to the examination 
required by § 391.45 or the expiration of 
a medical examiner’s certificate, the 
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