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carrier may accept a medical exam-
iner’s certificate issued to that driver, 
and place a copy of it in the driver 
qualification file before allowing the 
driver to operate a CMV in interstate 
commerce. 

(4) In the event of a conflict between 
the medical certification information 
provided electronically by FMCSA and 
a paper copy of the medical examiner’s 
certificate, the medical certification 
information provided electronically by 
FMCSA shall control. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2126–0004) 

[35 FR 6460, Apr. 22, 1970] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 391.23, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 391.25 Annual inquiry and review of 
driving record. 

(a) Except as provided in subpart G of 
this part, each motor carrier shall, at 
least once every 12 months, make an 
inquiry to obtain the motor vehicle 
record of each driver it employs, cov-
ering at least the preceding 12 months, 
to each driver’s licensing authority 
where the driver held a commercial 
motor vehicle operator’s license or per-
mit during the time period. 

(b) Except as provided in subpart G of 
this part, each motor carrier shall, at 
least once every 12 months, review the 
motor vehicle record of each driver it 
employs to determine whether that 
driver meets minimum requirements 
for safe driving or is disqualified to 
drive a commercial motor vehicle pur-
suant to § 391.15. 

(1) The motor carrier must consider 
any evidence that the driver has vio-
lated any applicable Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Regulations in this sub-
chapter or Hazardous Materials Regu-
lations (49 CFR chapter I, subchapter 
C). 

(2) The motor carrier must consider 
the driver’s accident record and any 
evidence that the driver has violated 
laws governing the operation of motor 
vehicles, and must give great weight to 
violations, such as speeding, reckless 
driving, and operating while under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs, that indi-

cate that the driver has exhibited a dis-
regard for the safety of the public. 

(c)(1) A copy of the motor vehicle 
record required by paragraph (a) of this 
section shall be maintained in the driv-
er’s qualification file. 

(2) A note, including the name of the 
person who performed the review of the 
driving record required by paragraph 
(b) of this section and the date of such 
review, shall be maintained in the driv-
er’s qualification file. 

[63 FR 33277, June 18, 1998, as amended at 73 
FR 73127, Dec. 1, 2008; 87 FR 13209, Mar. 9, 
2022; 87 FR 59036, Sept. 29, 2022] 

§ 391.27 [Reserved] 

Subpart D—Tests 

§ 391.31 Road test. 

(a) Except as provided in subpart G, a 
person shall not drive a commercial 
motor vehicle unless he/she has first 
successfully completed a road test and 
has been issued a certificate of driver’s 
road test in accordance with this sec-
tion. 

(b) The road test shall be given by 
the motor carrier or a person des-
ignated by it. However, a driver who is 
a motor carrier must be given the test 
by a person other than himself/herself. 
The test shall be given by a person who 
is competent to evaluate and deter-
mine whether the person who takes the 
test has demonstrated that he/she is 
capable of operating the commercial 
motor vehicle, and associated equip-
ment, that the motor carrier intends to 
assign him/her. 

(c) The road test must be of sufficient 
duration to enable the person who 
gives it to evaluate the skill of the per-
son who takes it at handling the com-
mercial motor vehicle, and associated 
equipment, that the motor carriers in-
tends to assign to him/her. As a min-
imum, the person who takes the test 
must be tested, while operating the 
type of commercial motor vehicle the 
motor carrier intends to assign him/ 
her, on his/her skill at performing each 
of the following operations: 

(1) The pretrip inspection required by 
§ 392.7 of this subchapter; 

(2) Coupling and uncoupling of com-
bination units, if the equipment he/she 
may drive includes combination units; 
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(3) Placing the commercial motor ve-
hicle in operation; 

(4) Use of the commercial motor ve-
hicle’s controls and emergency equip-
ment; 

(5) Operating the commercial motor 
vehicle in traffic and while passing 
other motor vehicles; 

(6) Turning the commercial motor 
vehicle; 

(7) Braking, and slowing the commer-
cial motor vehicle by means other than 
braking; and 

(8) Backing and parking the commer-
cial motor vehicle. 

(d) The motor carrier shall provide a 
road test form on which the person who 
gives the test shall rate the perform-
ance of the person who takes it at each 
operation or activity which is a part of 
the test. After he/she completes the 
form, the person who gave the test 
shall sign it. 

(e) If the road test is successfully 
completed, the person who gave it shall 
complete a certificate of driver’s road 
test in substantially the form pre-
scribed in paragraph (f) of this section. 

(f) The form for the certificate of 
driver’s road test is substantially as 
follows: 

CERTIFICATION OF ROAD TEST 

Driver’s name llllllllllllllll

Type of power unit ____________ Type of trail-

er(s) llllllllllllllllllll

If passenger carrier, type of bus ____________ 
This is to certify that the above-named 

driver was given a road test under my super-

vision on ____________, 20____, consisting of 

approximately ______ miles of driving. 

It is my considered opinion that this driver 

possesses sufficient driving skill to operate 

safely the type of commercial motor vehicle 

listed above. 

(Signature of examiner) 

(Title) 

(Organization and address of examiner) 

(g) A copy of the certificate required 
by paragraph (e) of this section shall be 
given to the person who was examined. 
The motor carrier shall retain in the 
driver qualification file of the person 
who was examined— 

(1) The original of the signed road 
test form required by paragraph (d) of 
this section; and 

(2) The original, or a copy of, the cer-

tificate required by paragraph (e) of 

this section. 

(h) The information collection re-

quirements of this section have been 

reviewed by the Office of Management 

and Budget (OMB) pursuant to the Pa-

perwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 

U.S.C. 3501 et seq.) and have been as-

signed OMB control number 2126–0072. 

[35 FR 6460, Apr. 22, 1970, as amended at 36 

FR 223, Jan. 7, 1971; 59 FR 8752, Feb. 23, 1994; 

60 FR 38744, July 28, 1995; 66 FR 49874, Oct. 1, 

2001; 87 FR 3417, Jan. 21, 2022] 

§ 391.33 Equivalent of road test. 

(a) In place of, and as equivalent to, 

the road test required by § 391.31, a per-

son who seeks to drive a commercial 

motor vehicle may present, and a 

motor carrier may accept— 

(1) A valid Commercial Driver’s Li-

cense as defined in § 383.5 of this sub-

chapter, but not including double/triple 

trailer or tank vehicle endorsements, 

which has been issued to him/her to op-

erate specific categories of commercial 

motor vehicles and which, under the 

laws of that State, licenses him/her 

after successful completion of a road 

test in a commercial motor vehicle of 

the type the motor carrier intends to 

assign to him/her; or 

(2) A copy of a valid certificate of 

driver’s road test issued to him/her 

pursuant to § 391.31 within the pre-

ceding 3 years. 

(b) If a driver presents, and a motor 

carrier accepts, a license or certificate 

as equivalent to the road test, the 

motor carrier shall retain a legible 

copy of the license or certificate in its 

files as part of the driver’s qualifica-

tion file. 

(c) A motor carrier may require any 

person who presents a license or cer-

tificate as equivalent to the road test 

to take a road test or any other test of 

his/her driving skill as a condition to 

his/her employment as a driver. 

[35 FR 6460, Apr. 22, 1970, as amended at 60 

FR 38744, July 28, 1995; 63 FR 33277, June 18, 

1998] 
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