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status of ‘‘certified’’ on the CDLIS 
driver record for the driver; 

(ii) On or after June 23, 2025, a new 
CLP or CDL applicant who certifies 
that he/she will operate CMVs in non- 
excepted, interstate commerce must be 
medically examined and certified in ac-
cordance with 49 CFR 391.43 as medi-
cally qualified to operate a CMV by a 
medical examiner, as defined in 49 CFR 
390.5. Upon receiving an electronic copy 
of the medical examiner’s certificate 
from FMCSA, the State will post a 
medical qualifications status of ‘‘cer-
tified’’ on the CDLIS driver record for 
the driver; 

(2) Existing CLP and CDL holders. By 
January 30, 2014, provide the State with 
an original or copy (as required by the 
State) of a current medical examiner’s 
certificate prepared by a medical ex-
aminer, as defined in 49 CFR 390.5, and 
the State will post a certification sta-
tus of ‘‘certified’’ on CDLIS driver 
record for the driver. If the non-ex-
cepted, interstate CLP or CDL holder 
fails to provide the State with a cur-
rent medical examiner’s certificate, 
the State will post a certification sta-
tus of ‘‘not-certified’’ in the CDLIS 
driver record for the driver, and ini-
tiate a CLP or CDL downgrade fol-
lowing State procedures in accordance 
with § 383.73(o)(4); and 

(3) Maintaining the medical certifi-
cation status of ‘‘certified.’’ (i) Before 
June 23, 2025, in order to maintain a 
medical certification status of ‘‘cer-
tified,’’ a CLP or CDL holder who cer-
tifies that he/she will operate CMVs in 
non-excepted, interstate commerce 
must provide the State with an origi-
nal or copy (as required by the State) 
of each subsequently issued medical ex-
aminer’s certificate; 

(ii) On or after June 23, 2025, in order 
to maintain a medical certification 
status of ‘‘certified,’’ a CLP or CDL 
holder who certifies that he/she will op-
erate CMVs in non-excepted, interstate 
commerce must continue to be medi-
cally examined and certified in accord-
ance with 49 CFR 391.43 as physically 
qualified to operate a commercial 
motor vehicle by a medical examiner, 
as defined in 49 CFR 390.5. FMCSA will 
provide the State with an electronic 
copy of the medical examiner’s certifi-
cate information for all subsequent 

medical examinations in which the 
driver has been deemed qualified. 

(4) In the event of a conflict between 
the medical certification information 
provided electronically by FMCSA and 
a paper copy of the medical examiner’s 
certificate, the medical certification 
information provided electronically by 
FMCSA shall control. 

[76 FR 26881, May 9, 2011, as amended at 77 
FR 59825, Oct. 1, 2012; 78 FR 58480, Sept. 24, 
2013; 80 FR 22810, Apr. 23, 2015; 80 FR 59072, 
Oct. 1, 2015; 81 FR 88803, Dec. 8, 2016; 83 FR 
28780, June 21, 2018; 85 FR 6100, Feb. 4, 2020; 86 
FR 32649, June 22, 2021; 86 FR 57070, Oct. 14, 
2021; 90 FR 46523, Sept. 29, 2025] 

§ 383.72 Implied consent to alcohol 
testing. 

Any person who holds a CLP or CDL 
or is required to hold a CLP or CDL is 
considered to have consented to such 
testing as is required by any State or 
jurisdiction in the enforcement of item 
(4) of Table 1 to § 383.51 of this subpart 
and § 392.5(a)(2) of this subchapter. Con-
sent is implied by driving a commer-
cial motor vehicle. 

[80 FR 59072, Oct. 1, 2015] 

§ 383.73 State procedures. 
(a) Commercial Learner’s Permit. Prior 

to issuing a CLP to a person, a State 
must: 

(1) Require the applicant to make the 
certifications, pass the tests, and pro-
vide the information as described in 
§ 383.71(a). 

(2) Initiate and complete a check of 
the applicant’s driving record as de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(3) of this sec-
tion. 

(3) Make the CLP valid for no more 
than one year from the date of issuance 
without requiring the CLP holder to 
retake the general and endorsement 
knowledge tests. CLPs issued for a pe-
riod of less than one year may be re-
newed provided the CLP is not valid for 
more than one year from the date of 
initial issuance. 

(4) Allow only a group-specific pas-
senger (P) and school bus (S) endorse-
ment and tank vehicle (N) endorsement 
on a CLP, provided the applicant has 
taken and passed the knowledge test 
for the specified endorsement. All 
other Federal endorsements are prohib-
ited on a CLP; and 
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(5) Complete the Social Security 
Number verification required by para-
graph (g) of this section. 

(6) Require compliance with the 
standards for providing proof of citi-
zenship or lawful permanent residency 
specified in § 383.71(a)(5) and proof of 
State of domicile specified in 
§ 383.71(a)(6) for applicants domiciled in 
a State; and for applicants domiciled in 
a foreign jurisdiction, evidence of law-
ful immigration status as required by 
§ 383.71(f)(3)(i)(B). Exception: A State is 
required to check the proof of citizen-
ship or immigration status specified in 
this paragraph only for initial 
issuance, renewal or upgrade of a CLP 
or non-domiciled CLP (for applicants 
domiciled in a State) and for initial 
issuance, renewal, upgrade or transfer 
of a CDL or non-domiciled CDL (for ap-
plicants domiciled in a State) for the 
first time after July 8, 2011, provided a 
notation is made on the driver’s record 
confirming that the proof of citizenship 
or immigration status check required 
by this paragraph has been made and 
noting the date it was done. This ex-
ception does not apply to applicants 
domiciled in a foreign jurisdiction. 

(7)(i) Before June 23, 2025, for drivers 
who certified their type of driving ac-
cording to § 383.71(b)(1)(i) (non-excepted 
interstate) and, if the CLP applicant 
submits a current medical examiner’s 
certificate, date-stamp the medical ex-
aminer’s certificate, and post all re-
quired information from the medical 
examiner’s certificate to the CDLIS 
driver record in accordance with para-
graph (o) of this section. 

(ii) On or after June 23, 2025, for driv-
ers who certified their type of driving 
according to § 383.71(b)(1)(i) (non-ex-
cepted interstate) and, if FMCSA pro-
vides current medical examiner’s cer-
tificate information electronically, 
post all required information matching 
the medical examiner’s certificate to 
the CDLIS driver record in accordance 
with paragraph (o) of this section. 

(8) Beginning November 18, 2024, the 
State must request information from 
the Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse, 
and if, in response to the request, the 
State receives notification that pursu-
ant to § 382.501(a) of this chapter the 
applicant is prohibited from operating 
a commercial motor vehicle, the State 

must not issue, renew, or upgrade the 
CLP. If the applicant currently holds a 
CLP issued by the State, the State 
must also comply with the procedures 
set forth in paragraph (q) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) Initial CDL. Prior to issuing a 
CDL to a person, a State must: 

(1) Require the driver applicant to 
certify, pass tests, and provide infor-
mation as described in § 383.71(b); 

(2) Check that the vehicle in which 
the applicant takes his/her test is rep-
resentative of the vehicle group the ap-
plicant has certified that he/she oper-
ates or expects to operate; 

(3) Initiate and complete a check of 
the applicant’s driving record to ensure 
that the person is not subject to any 
disqualification under § 383.51, or any 
license disqualification under State 
law, and does not have a driver’s li-
cense from more than one State or ju-
risdiction. The record check must in-
clude, but is not limited to, the fol-
lowing: 

(i) A check of the applicant’s driving 
record as maintained by his/her current 
State of licensure, if any; 

(ii) A check with the CDLIS to deter-
mine whether the driver applicant al-
ready has been issued a CDL, whether 
the applicant’s license has been dis-
qualified, or if the applicant has been 
disqualified from operating a commer-
cial motor vehicle; 

(iii) A check with the Problem Driver 
Pointer System (PDPS) to determine 
whether the driver applicant has: 

(A) Been disqualified from operating 
a motor vehicle (other than a commer-
cial motor vehicle); 

(B) Had a license (other than CDL) 
disqualified for cause in the 3-year pe-
riod ending on the date of application; 
or 

(C) Been convicted of any offenses 
contained in 49 U.S.C. 30304(a)(3); 

(iv) A request for the applicant’s 
complete driving record from all States 
where the applicant was previously li-
censed over the last 10 years to drive 
any type of motor vehicle. Exception: A 
State is only required to make the re-
quest for the complete driving record 
specified in this paragraph for initial 
issuance of a CLP, transfer of CDL 
from another State or for drivers re-
newing a CDL for the first time after 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 14:18 Jun 03, 2026 Jkt 265233 PO 00000 Frm 00269 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\265233.XXX 265233eh
ill

 o
n 

D
S

K
JY

6R
X

B
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

F
R



260 

49 CFR Ch. III (10–1–25 Edition) § 383.73 

September 30, 2002, provided a notation 
is made on the driver’s record con-
firming that the driver record check 
required by this paragraph has been 
made and noting the date it was done; 

(v) Beginning January 30, 2012, a 
check that the medical certification 
status of a driver that self-certified ac-
cording to § 383.71(b)(1)(i) of this chap-
ter (non-excepted interstate) is ‘‘cer-
tified;’’ 

(4) Require the driver applicant to 
surrender his/her non-CDL driver’s li-
cense and CLP; 

(5)(i) Before June 23, 2025, for drivers 
who certified their type of driving ac-
cording to § 383.71(b)(1)(i) (non-excepted 
interstate) and, if the CDL holder sub-
mits a current medical examiner’s cer-
tificate, date-stamp the medical exam-
iner’s certificate and post all required 
information from the medical exam-
iner’s certificate to the CDLIS driver 
record in accordance with paragraph 
(o) of this section. 

(ii) On or after June 23, 2025, for driv-
ers who certified their type of driving 
according to § 383.71(b)(1)(i) (non-ex-
cepted interstate) and, if FMCSA pro-
vides current medical examiner’s cer-
tificate information electronically, 
post all required information matching 
the medical examiner’s certificate to 
the CDLIS driver record in accordance 
with paragraph (o) of this section. 

(6) Require compliance with the 
standards for providing proof of citi-
zenship or lawful permanent residency 
specified in § 383.71(b)(9) and proof of 
State of domicile specified in 
§ 383.71(b)(10) for applicants domiciled 
in a State; and for applicants domiciled 
in a foreign jurisdiction, evidence of 
lawful immigration status as required 
by § 383.71(f)(3)(i)(B). Exception: A 
State is required to check the proof of 
citizenship or immigration status spec-
ified in this paragraph only for initial 
issuance, renewal or upgrade of a CLP 
or non-domiciled CLP (for applicants 
domiciled in a State) and for initial 
issuance, renewal, upgrade or transfer 
of a CDL or non-domiciled CDL (for ap-
plicants domiciled in a State) for the 
first time after July 8, 2011, provided a 
notation is made on the driver’s record 
confirming that the proof of citizenship 
or immigration status check required 
by this paragraph has been made and 

noting the date it was done. This ex-
ception does not apply to applicants 
domiciled in a foreign jurisdiction. 

(7) If not previously done, complete 
the Social Security Number 
verification required by paragraph (g) 
of this section; 

(8) For persons applying for a haz-
ardous materials endorsement, require 
compliance with the standards for such 
endorsement specified in §§ 383.71(b)(8) 
and 383.141; 

(9) Make the CDL valid for no more 
than 8 years from the date of issuance; 
and 

(10) Beginning November 18, 2024, the 
State must request information from 
the Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse. If, 
in response to that request, the State 
receives notification that pursuant to 
§ 382.501(a) of this chapter the applicant 
is prohibited from operating a commer-
cial motor vehicle, the State must not 
issue the CDL. 

(11) Beginning on February 7, 2022, 
not conduct a skills test of an appli-
cant for a Class A or Class B CDL, or a 
passenger (P) or school bus (S) endorse-
ment until the State verifies electroni-
cally that the applicant completed the 
training prescribed in subpart F of part 
380 of this subchapter. 

(c) License transfers. Prior to issuing a 
CDL to a person who has a CDL from 
another State, a State must: 

(1) Require the driver applicant to 
make the certifications contained in 
§ 383.71(b)(1) and (5); 

(2) Complete a check of the driver ap-
plicant’s record as contained in para-
graph (b)(3) of this section; 

(3) Request and receive updates of in-
formation specified in subpart J of this 
part; 

(4) If such applicant wishes to retain 
a hazardous materials endorsement, re-
quire compliance with standards for 
such endorsement specified in 
§§ 383.71(b)(8) and 383.141 and ensure 
that the driver has, within the 2 years 
preceding the transfer, either: 

(i) Passed the test for such endorse-
ment specified in § 383.121; or 

(ii) Successfully completed a haz-
ardous materials test or training that 
is given by a third party and that is 
deemed by the State to substantially 
cover the same knowledge base as that 
described in § 383.121; 
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(5) If not previously done, complete 
the Social Security Number 
verification required by paragraph (g) 
of this section; 

(6) Require the applicant to surrender 
the CDL issued by the applicant’s pre-
vious State of domicile; 

(7) Require compliance with the 
standards for providing proof of citi-
zenship or lawful permanent residency 
specified in § 383.71(b)(9) and proof of 
State of domicile specified in 
§ 383.71(b)(10) for applicants domiciled 
in a State; and for applicants domiciled 
in a foreign jurisdiction, evidence of 
lawful immigration status as required 
by § 383.71(f)(3)(i)(B). Exception: A 
State is required to check the proof of 
citizenship or immigration status spec-
ified in this paragraph only for initial 
issuance, renewal or upgrade of a CLP 
or non-domiciled CLP (for applicants 
domiciled in a State) and for initial 
issuance, renewal, upgrade or transfer 
of a CDL or non-domiciled CDL (for ap-
plicants domiciled in a State) for the 
first time after July 8, 2011, provided a 
notation is made on the driver’s record 
confirming that the proof of citizenship 
or immigration status check required 
by this paragraph has been made and 
noting the date it was done. This ex-
ception does not apply to applicants 
domiciled in a foreign jurisdiction. 

(8) Beginning January 30, 2012, verify 
from the CDLIS driver record that the 
medical certification status of driver is 
‘‘certified’’ for those who certified ac-
cording to § 383.71(b)(1)(i). Exception: A 
driver who certified according to 
§ 383.71(b)(1)(i) that he/she plans to op-
erate in non-excepted interstate com-
merce may present a current medical 
examiner’s certificate issued prior to 
January 30, 2012. The medical exam-
iner’s certificate provided by the driver 
must be posted to the CDLIS driver 
record in accordance with paragraph 
(o) of this section; 

(9) Make the CDL valid for no more 
than 8 years from the date of issuance; 
and 

(10) Beginning November 18, 2024, the 
State must request information from 
the Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse. If, 
in response to that request, the State 
receives notification that pursuant to 
§ 382.501(a) of this chapter the applicant 
is prohibited from operating a commer-

cial motor vehicle, the State must not 
transfer the CDL. 

(d) License Renewals. Prior to renew-
ing any CDL a State must: 

(1) Require the driver applicant to 
make the certifications contained in 
§ 383.71(b); 

(2) Complete a check of the driver ap-
plicant’s record as contained in para-
graph (b)(3) of this section; 

(3) Request and receive updates of in-
formation specified in subpart J of this 
part; 

(4) If such applicant wishes to retain 
a hazardous materials endorsement, re-
quire the driver to pass the test speci-
fied in § 383.121 and comply with the 
standards specified in §§ 383.71(b)(8) and 
383.141 for such endorsement; 

(5) If not previously done, complete 
the Social Security Number 
verification required by paragraph (g) 
of this section; 

(6) Make the renewal of the CDL 
valid for no more than 8 years from the 
date of issuance; 

(7) Require compliance with the 
standards for providing proof of citi-
zenship or lawful permanent residency 
specified in § 383.71(b)(9) and proof of 
State of domicile specified in 
§ 383.71(b)(10) for applicants domiciled 
in a State; and for applicants domiciled 
in a foreign jurisdiction, evidence of 
lawful immigration status as required 
by § 383.71(f)(3)(i)(B). Exception: A 
State is required to check the proof of 
citizenship or immigration status spec-
ified in this paragraph only for initial 
issuance, renewal or upgrade of a CLP 
or non-domiciled CLP (for applicants 
domiciled in a State) and for initial 
issuance, renewal, upgrade or transfer 
of a CDL or non-domiciled CDL (for ap-
plicants domiciled in a State) for the 
first time after July 8, 2011, provided a 
notation is made on the driver’s record 
confirming that the proof of citizenship 
or immigration status check required 
by this paragraph has been made and 
noting the date it was done. This ex-
ception does not apply to applicants 
domiciled in a foreign jurisdiction. 

(8) Beginning January 30, 2012, verify 
from the CDLIS driver record that the 
medical certification status is ‘‘cer-
tified’’ for drivers who self-certified ac-
cording to § 383.71(b)(1)(i). Exception: A 
driver who certified according to 
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§ 383.71(b)(1)(i) may present a current 
medical examiner’s certificate issued 
prior to January 30, 2012. The medical 
examiner’s certificate provided by the 
driver must be posted to the CDLIS 
driver record in accordance with para-
graph (o) of this section; and 

(9) Beginning November 18, 2024, the 
State must request information from 
the Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse. If, 
in response to that request, the State 
receives notification that pursuant to 
§ 382.501(a) of this chapter the applicant 
is prohibited from operating a commer-
cial motor vehicle, the State must not 
renew the CDL or H endorsement and 
must comply with the procedures set 
forth in paragraph (q) of this section. 

(e) License upgrades. Prior to issuing 
an upgrade of a CDL, a State must: 

(1) Require such driver applicant to 
provide certifications, pass tests, and 
meet applicable hazardous materials 
standards specified in § 383.71(e); 

(2) Complete a check of the driver ap-
plicant’s record as described in para-
graph (b)(3) of this section; 

(3) If not previously done, complete 
the Social Security Number 
verification required by paragraph (g) 
of this section; 

(4) Require the driver applicant to 
surrender his/her previous CDL; 

(5) Require compliance with the 
standards for providing proof of citi-
zenship or lawful permanent residency 
specified in § 383.71(b)(9) and proof of 
State of domicile specified in 
§ 383.71(b)(10) for applicants domiciled 
in a State; and for applicants domiciled 
in a foreign jurisdiction, evidence of 
lawful immigration status as required 
by § 383.71(f)(3)(i)(B). Exception: A 
State is required to check the proof of 
citizenship or immigration status spec-
ified in this paragraph only for initial 
issuance, renewal or upgrade of a CLP 
or non-domiciled CLP (for applicants 
domiciled in a State) and for initial 
issuance, renewal, upgrade or transfer 
of a CDL or non-domiciled CDL (for ap-
plicants domiciled in a State) for the 
first time after July 8, 2011, provided a 
notation is made on the driver’s record 
confirming that the proof of citizenship 
or immigration status check required 
by this paragraph has been made and 
noting the date it was done. This ex-

ception does not apply to applicants 
domiciled in a foreign jurisdiction. 

(6) Beginning January 30, 2012, verify 
from the CDLIS driver record that the 
medical certification status is ‘‘cer-
tified’’ for drivers who self-certified ac-
cording to § 383.71(b)(1)(i). Exception: A 
driver who certified according to 
§ 383.71(b)(1)(i) may present a current 
medical examiner’s certificate issued 
prior to January 30, 2012. The medical 
examiner’s certificate provided by the 
driver must be posted to the CDLIS 
driver record in accordance with para-
graph (o) of this section; 

(7) Make the CDL valid for no more 
than 8 years from the date of issuance; 
and 

(8) Beginning November 18, 2024, the 
State must request information from 
the Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse. If, 
in response to that request, the State 
receives notification that pursuant to 
§ 382.501(a) of this chapter the applicant 
is prohibited from operating a commer-
cial motor vehicle, the State must not 
issue an upgrade of the CDL and must 
comply with the procedures set forth in 
paragraph (q) of this section. 

(9) Beginning on February 7, 2022, not 
conduct a skills test of an applicant for 
an upgrade to a Class A or Class B 
CDL, or a passenger (P), school bus (S) 
endorsement, or administer the knowl-
edge test to an applicant for the haz-
ardous materials (H) endorsement, un-
less the applicant has completed the 
training required by subpart F of part 
380 of this subchapter. 

(f) Non-domiciled CLP and CDL. (1) A 
State may only issue a Non-domiciled 
CLP or CDL to a person who meets one 
of the circumstances described in 
§ 383.71(f)(1). 

(2) State procedures for the issuance 
of a non-domiciled CLP and CDL, for 
any modifications thereto, and for no-
tifications to the Commercial Driver’s 
License Information System must at a 
minimum be identical to those per-
taining to any other CLP or CDL, ex-
cept as set forth in paragraphs (f)(2)(i) 
through (iv) and (f)(3) of this section. 

(i) If the applicant is requesting a 
transfer of his/her Non-domiciled CDL, 
the State must obtain the Non-domi-
ciled CDL currently held by the appli-
cant and issued by another State; 
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(ii) The State must add the word 
‘‘non-domiciled’’ to the face of the CLP 
or CDL, in accordance with § 383.153(c); 
and 

(iii) The State must have established, 
prior to issuing any Non-domiciled 
CLP or CDL, the practical capability of 
disqualifying the holder of any Non- 
domiciled CLP or CDL, by withdrawing 
or disqualifying his/her Non-domiciled 
CLP or CDL as if the Non-domiciled 
CLP or CDL were a CLP or CDL issued 
to a person domiciled in the State. 

(iv) For applicants domiciled in a for-
eign jurisdiction, the State must en-
sure that the period of validity of the 
non-domiciled CLP or CDL does not ex-
ceed the Admit Until Date or expira-
tion date on the applicant’s I–94/A or 1 
year, whichever is sooner. 

(3) Documentation of lawful immigra-
tion status—(i) Applicants domiciled in a 
State. The State must require compli-
ance with the standards for providing 
evidence of lawful immigration status 
specified in § 383.71(b)(9) of this part. 

(ii) Applicants domiciled in a foreign ju-
risdiction. (A) Beginning September 29, 
2025, the State must not issue (which 
includes amending, correcting, reprint-
ing, or otherwise duplicating a pre-
viously issued CLP or CDL), transfer, 
renew, or upgrade a non-domiciled CLP 
or CDL unless, at the time of the trans-
action, the applicant provides evidence 
of lawful immigration status as defined 
under § 383.5. Applicants for a non-dom-
iciled CLP or CDL who do not provide 
evidence of lawful immigration status 
as required under § 383.71(f)(3)(i)(B) are 
not eligible for a non-domiciled CLP or 
CDL. 

(B) States must comply with the doc-
ument verification requirements for 
applicants domiciled in a foreign juris-
diction set forth in § 383.73(m)(2) before 
issuing (which includes amending, cor-
recting, reprinting, or otherwise dupli-
cating a previously issued CLP or 
CDL), transferring, renewing, or up-
grading a non-domiciled CLP or CDL. 

(C) States are prohibited from grant-
ing non-domiciled CLP or CDL privi-
leges on a temporary or interim basis 
pending review and validation of an ap-
plicant’s evidence of lawful immigra-
tion status. 

(4) Beginning November 18, 2024, the 
State must request information from 

the Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse. If, 
in response to that request, the State 
receives notification that pursuant to 
§ 382.501(a) of this chapter the applicant 
is prohibited from operating a commer-
cial motor vehicle, the State must not 
issue, renew, transfer or upgrade a non- 
domiciled CLP or CDL and must com-
ply with the procedures set forth in 
paragraph (q) of this section, as appli-
cable. 

(5) Downgrade. If after issuing (which 
includes amending, correcting, reprint-
ing, or otherwise duplicating a pre-
viously issued CLP or CDL), transfer-
ring, renewing, or upgrading a non- 
domiciled CLP or CDL, the State re-
ceives information from FMCSA, the 
Department of Homeland Security, the 
Department of State, or other Federal 
agency with jurisdiction that the appli-
cant no longer has lawful immigration 
status in the United States in a cat-
egory specified in paragraph (1)(iii) of 
the definition of evidence of lawful immi-
gration status in § 383.5 of this part, the 
State must initiate established State 
procedures for downgrading the non- 
domiciled CLP or CDL. The downgrade 
must be completed and recorded on the 
CDLIS driver record within 30 days of 
the State’s receipt of such information. 
As used in this paragraph, the term 
‘‘downgrade’’ means the State’s re-
moval of the CLP or CDL privilege 
from the driver’s license, as set forth in 
paragraph (4) the definition of CDL 
downgrade in § 383.5. 

(6) Non-domiciled CDL renewal. States 
must require non-domiciled CLP or 
CDL renewal be conducted in-person 
only and must not permit renewal by 
mail or electronic means. 

(g) Social Security Number verification. 
(1) Prior to issuing a CLP or a CDL to 
a person the State must verify the 
name, date of birth, and Social Secu-
rity Number provided by the applicant 
with the information on file with the 
Social Security Administration. The 
State is prohibited from issuing, re-
newing, upgrading, or transferring a 
CLP or CDL if the Social Security Ad-
ministration database does not match 
the applicant-provided data. 

(2) Exception. A State is only required 
to perform the Social Security Number 
verification specified in this paragraph 
for initial issuance of a CLP, transfer 
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of CDL from another State or for driv-
ers renewing a CDL for the first time 
after July 8, 2011 who have not pre-
viously had their Social Security Num-
ber information verified, provided a no-
tation is made on the driver’s record 
confirming that the verification re-
quired by this paragraph has been 
made and noting the date it was done. 

(h) License issuance. After the State 
has completed the procedures described 
in paragraphs (a) through (g) of this 
section, as applicable, it may issue a 
CLP or CDL to the driver applicant. 
The State must notify the operator of 
the CDLIS of such issuance, transfer, 
renewal, or upgrade within the 10-day 
period beginning on the date of license 
issuance. 

(i) Surrender procedure. A State may 
return a surrendered license to a driver 
after physically marking it so that it 
cannot be mistaken for a valid docu-
ment. Simply punching a hole in the 
expiration date of the document is in-
sufficient. A document perforated with 
the word ‘‘VOID’’ is considered invali-
dated. 

(j) Penalties for false information. If a 
State determines, in its check of an ap-
plicant’s license status and record 
prior to issuing a CLP or CDL, or at 
any time after the CLP or CDL is 
issued, that the applicant has falsified 
information contained in subpart J of 
this part, in any of the certifications 
required in § 383.71(b) or (g), or in any of 
the documents required to be sub-
mitted by § 383.71(h), the State must at 
a minimum disqualify the person’s CLP 
or CDL or his/her pending application, 
or disqualify the person from operating 
a commercial motor vehicle for a pe-
riod of at least 60 consecutive days. 

(k) Drivers convicted of fraud related to 
the testing and issuance of a CLP or CDL. 
(1) The State must have policies in ef-
fect that result, at a minimum, in the 
disqualification of the CLP or CDL of a 
person who has been convicted of fraud 
related to the issuance of that CLP or 
CDL. The application of a person so 
convicted who seeks to renew, transfer, 
or upgrade the fraudulently obtained 
CLP or CDL must also, at a minimum, 
be disqualified. The State must record 
any such withdrawal in the person’s 
driving record. The person may not re-
apply for a new CDL for at least 1 year. 

(2) If a State receives credible infor-
mation that a CLP- or CDL-holder is 
suspected, but has not been convicted, 
of fraud related to the issuance of his/ 
her CLP or CDL, the State must re-
quire the driver to re-take the skills 
and/or knowledge tests. Within 30 days 
of receiving notification from the 
State that re-testing is necessary, the 
affected CLP- or CDL-holder must 
make an appointment or otherwise 
schedule to take the next available 
test. If the CLP- or CDL-holder fails to 
make an appointment within 30 days, 
the State must disqualify his/her CLP 
or CDL. If the driver fails either the 
knowledge or skills test or does not 
take the test, the State must dis-
qualify his/her CLP or CDL. Once a 
CLP- or CDL-holder’s CLP or CDL has 
been disqualified, he/she must reapply 
for a CLP or CDL under State proce-
dures applicable to all CLP and CDL 
applicants. 

(l) Reciprocity. A State must allow 
any person who has a valid CLP, CDL, 
Non-domiciled CLP, or Non-domiciled 
CDL and who is not disqualified from 
operating a CMV, to operate a CMV in 
the State. 

(m) Document verification. Except as 
provided in paragraphs (m)(1) and (2) of 
this section, the State must require at 
least two persons within the driver li-
censing agency to participate sub-
stantively in the processing and 
verification of the documents involved 
in the licensing process for initial 
issuance, renewal or upgrade of a CLP 
or non-domiciled CLP and for initial 
issuance, renewal, upgrade or transfer 
of a CDL or non-domiciled CDL. The 
documents being processed and verified 
must include, at a minimum, those 
provided by the applicant to prove law-
ful immigration status and (if applica-
ble) domicile, the information filled 
out on the application form, and 
knowledge and skills test scores. This 
section does not require two people to 
process or verify each document in-
volved in the licensing process. 

(1) Exception for applicants domiciled in 
a State. For offices with only one staff 
member, at least some of the docu-
ments must be processed or verified by 
a supervisor before issuance or, when a 
supervisor is not available, copies must 
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be made of some of the documents in-
volved in the licensing process and a 
supervisor must verify them within one 
business day of issuance of the CLP, 
non-domiciled CLP, CDL, or non-domi-
ciled CDL. 

(2) Document Verification for applicants 
domiciled in a foreign jurisdiction. States 
must verify evidence of lawful immi-
gration status for applicants domiciled 
in a foreign jurisdiction before initial 
issuance and before any subsequent 
issuance (which includes amending, 
correcting, reprinting, or otherwise du-
plicating a previously issued CLP or 
CDL), transfer, renewal, or upgrade of 
a non-domiciled CLP or CDL. 

(i) For offices with only one staff 
member, all documents must be proc-
essed or verified by a supervisor before 
issuing (which includes amending, cor-
recting, reprinting, or otherwise dupli-
cating a previously issued CLP or 
CDL), transferring, renewing, or up-
grading a non-domiciled CLP or CDL. 

(ii) In reviewing the evidence of law-
ful immigration status an applicant 
domiciled in a foreign jurisdiction (ex-
cept an applicant domiciled in Puerto 
Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa or the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands), the State must query the Sys-
tematic Alien Verification for Entitle-
ments (SAVE) system (administered by 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices). If the SAVE final response, in-
cluding additional verification if need-
ed, does not confirm the applicant’s 
claim to be in lawful immigration sta-
tus in a category specified in paragraph 
(1)(ii) of the definition of evidence of 
lawful immigration status in § 383.5 of 
this part, the State must not issue 
(which includes amend, correct, re-
print, or otherwise duplicate a pre-
viously issued CLP or CDL), transfer, 
renew, or upgrade a non-domiciled CLP 
or CDL, and must initiate downgrade 
procedures in accordance with para-
graph (f)(5) of this section if the appli-
cant holds an unexpired non-domiciled 
CLP or CDL. 

(iii) The State must retain copies of 
all documents involved in the licensing 
process, including documents provided 
by the applicant to prove lawful immi-
gration status and documents showing 
the results of any SAVE query to 

verify an applicant’s lawful immigra-
tion status, and a supervisor must 
verify them within one business day of 
issuing (which includes amending, cor-
recting, reprinting, or otherwise dupli-
cating a previously issued CLP or 
CDL), transferring, renewing, or up-
grading a non-domiciled CLP or CDL. 
The State must retain the documents 
for no less than 2 years from the date 
of issuing (which includes amending, 
correcting, reprinting, or otherwise du-
plicating a previously issued CLP or 
CDL), transferring, renewing, or up-
grading a non-domiciled CLP or CDL. 

(n) Computer system controls. The 
State must establish computer system 
controls that will: 

(1) Prevent the issuance of an initial, 
renewed or upgraded CLP or an initial, 
renewed, upgraded, or transferred CDL 
when the results of transactions indi-
cate the applicant is unqualified. These 
controls, at a minimum, must be estab-
lished for the following transactions: 
State, CDLIS, and PDPS driver record 
checks; and Social Security Number 
verification. Knowledge and skills test 
scores verification controls must be es-
tablished for an initial, renewed, or up-
graded CDL. 

(2) Suspend the issuance process 
whenever State, CDLIS, and/or PDPS 
driver record checks return suspect re-
sults. The State must demonstrate 
that it has a system to detect and pre-
vent fraud when a driver record check 
returns suspect results. At a minimum, 
the system must ensure that: 

(i) The results are not connected to a 
violation of any State or local law re-
lating to motor vehicle traffic control 
(other than parking, vehicle weight, or 
vehicle defect violations); 

(ii) The name of the persons per-
forming the record check and author-
izing the issuance, and the justification 
for the authorization are documented 
by the State; and 

(iii) The person performing the 
record check and the person author-
izing the issuance are not the same. 

(o) Medical recordkeeping—(1)(i) Status 
of CLP or CDL holder. Before June 23, 
2025, for each operator of a commercial 
motor vehicle required to have a CLP 
or CDL, the current licensing State 
must: 
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(A) Post the driver’s self-certifi-
cation of type of driving under 
§ 383.71(b)(1) to the CDLIS driver 
record; 

(B) Post the information from the 
medical examiner’s certificate within 
10 calendar days to the CDLIS driver 
record, including: 

(1) Medical examiner’s name; 
(2) Medical examiner’s telephone 

number; 
(3) Date of medical examiner’s cer-

tificate issuance; 
(4) Medical examiner’s license num-

ber and the State that issued it; 
(5) Medical examiner’s National Reg-

istry identification number; 
(6) The indicator of medical certifi-

cation status, i.e., ‘‘certified’’ or ‘‘not- 
certified’’; 

(7) Expiration date of the medical ex-
aminer’s certificate; 

(8) Existence of any medical variance 
on the medical examiner’s certificate, 
such as an exemption, SPE certifi-
cation, or grandfather provisions; 

(9) Any restrictions (e.g., corrective 
lenses, hearing aid, required to have 
possession of an exemption letter or 
SPE certificate while on-duty, etc.); 
and 

(10) Date the medical examiner’s cer-
tificate information was posted to the 
CDLIS driver record; and 

(C) Post the medical variance infor-
mation within 10 calendar days to the 
CDLIS driver record, including: 

(1) Date of medical variance issuance; 
and 

(2) Expiration date of medical vari-
ance; 

(D) Retain the original or a copy of 
the medical examiner’s certificate of 
any driver required to provide docu-
mentation of physical qualification for 
3 years beyond the date the certificate 
was issued. 

(ii) Status of CLP or CDL holder. On or 
after June 23, 2025, for each operator of 
a commercial motor vehicle required 
to have a CLP or CDL, the current li-
censing State must: 

(A) Post the driver’s self-certifi-
cation of type of driving under 
§ 383.71(b)(1) to the CDLIS driver 
record; 

(B) Post the information from the 
medical examiner’s certificate received 

from FMCSA to the CDLIS driver 
record, including: 

(1) Medical examiner’s name; 
(2) Medical examiner’s telephone 

number; 
(3) Date of medical examiner’s cer-

tificate issuance; 
(4) Medical examiner’s license num-

ber and the State that issued it; 
(5) Medical examiner’s National Reg-

istry identification number; 
(6) The indicator of medical certifi-

cation status, i.e., ‘‘certified’’ or ‘‘not- 
certified’’; 

(7) Expiration date of the medical ex-
aminer’s certificate; 

(8) Existence of any medical variance 
on the medical examiner’s certificate, 
such as an exemption, Skill Perform-
ance Evaluation (SPE) certification, or 
grandfather provisions; 

(9) Any restrictions (e.g., corrective 
lenses, hearing aid, required to have 
possession of an exemption letter or 
SPE certificate while on-duty, etc.); 
and 

(10) Date the medical examiner’s cer-
tificate information was posted to the 
CDLIS driver record; 

(C) Post the medical variance infor-
mation received from FMCSA within 1 
business day to the CDLIS driver 
record, including: 

(1) Date of medical variance issuance; 
and 

(2) Expiration date of medical vari-
ance; 

(D) Retain the electronic record of 
the medical examiner’s certificate in-
formation for any driver required to 
have documentation of physical quali-
fication for 3 years beyond the date the 
certificate was issued. 

(2) Status update. (i) Before June 23, 
2025, the State must, within 10 calendar 
days of the driver’s medical examiner’s 
certificate or medical variance expir-
ing, the medical variance being re-
scinded or the medical examiner’s cer-
tificate being voided by FMCSA, up-
date the medical certification status of 
that driver as ‘‘not certified.’’ 

(ii) On or after June 23, 2025, the 
State must, within 10 calendar days of 
the driver’s medical examiner’s certifi-
cate or medical variance expiring, the 
medical examiner’s certificate becom-
ing invalid, the medical variance being 
rescinded, or the medical examiner’s 
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certificate being voided by FMCSA, up-
date the medical certification status of 
that driver as ‘‘not certified.’’ 

(3) Variance update. (i) Before June 23, 
2025, within 10 calendar days of receiv-
ing information from FMCSA regard-
ing issuance or renewal of a medical 
variance for a driver, the State must 
update the CDLIS driver record to in-
clude the medical variance information 
provided by FMCSA. 

(ii) On or after June 23, 2025, within 1 
business day of electronically receiving 
medical variance information from 
FMCSA regarding the issuance or re-
newal of a medical variance for a driv-
er, the State must update the CDLIS 
driver record to include the medical 
variance information provided by 
FMCSA. 

(4) Downgrade. (i) If a driver’s med-
ical certification or medical variance 
expires, or FMCSA notifies the State 
that a medical certification was invali-
dated or voided or a medical variance 
was removed or rescinded, the State 
must: 

(A)(1) Before June 23, 2025, notify the 
CLP or CDL holder of his/her CLP or 
CDL ‘‘not-certified’’ medical certifi-
cation status and that the CDL privi-
leges will be removed from the CLP or 
CDL unless the driver submits a cur-
rent medical examiner’s certificate 
and/or medical variance, or changes 
his/her self-certification to driving 
only in excepted or intrastate com-
merce (if permitted by the State). 

(2) On or after June 23, 2025, notify 
the CLP or CDL holder of his/her CLP 
or CDL ‘‘not-certified’’ medical certifi-
cation status and that the CDL privi-
leges will be removed from the CLP or 
CDL unless the driver has been medi-
cally examined and certified in accord-
ance with 49 CFR 391.43 as physically 
qualified to operate a commercial 
motor vehicle by a medical examiner, 
as defined in 49 CFR 390.5, or the driver 
changes his/her self-certification to 
driving only in excepted or intrastate 
commerce (if permitted by the State). 

(B) Initiate established State proce-
dures for downgrading the CLP or CDL. 
The CLP or CDL downgrade must be 
completed and recorded within 60 days 
of the driver’s medical certification 
status becoming ‘‘not-certified’’ to op-
erate a CMV. 

(ii)(A) Before June 23, 2025, if a driver 
fails to provide the State with the cer-
tification contained in § 383.71(b)(1), or 
a current medical examiner’s certifi-
cate if the driver self-certifies accord-
ing to § 383.71(b)(1)(i) that he/she is op-
erating in non-excepted interstate 
commerce as required by § 383.71(h), the 
State must mark that CDLIS driver 
record as ‘‘not-certified’’ and initiate a 
CLP or CDL downgrade following State 
procedures in accordance with para-
graph (o)(4)(i)(B) of this section. 

(B) On or after June 23, 2025, if a driv-
er fails to provide the State with the 
certification contained in § 383.71(b)(1), 
or, if the driver self-certifies according 
to § 383.71(b)(1)(i) that he/she is oper-
ating in non-excepted interstate com-
merce as required by § 383.71(h) and the 
information required by paragraph 
(o)(2)(ii) of this section is not received 
and posted, the State must mark that 
CDLIS driver record as ‘‘not-certified’’ 
and initiate a CLP or CDL downgrade 
following State procedures in accord-
ance with paragraph (o)(4)(i)(B) of this 
section. 

(5) State contacts for medical variances. 
FMCSA Medical Programs is des-
ignated as the keeper of the list of 
State contacts for receiving medical 
variance information from FMCSA. Be-
ginning January 30, 2012, States are re-
sponsible for ensuring their medical 
variance contact information is always 
up-to-date with FMCSA’s Medical Pro-
grams. 

(6) Conflicting medical certification in-
formation. In the event of a conflict be-
tween the medical certification infor-
mation provided electronically by 
FMCSA and a paper copy of the med-
ical examiner’s certificate, the medical 
certification information provided 
electronically by FMCSA shall control. 

(p) After February 7, 2022, the State 
must notify FMCSA that a training 
provider in the State does not meet ap-
plicable State requirements for CMV 
instruction. 

(q) Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse. 
Beginning November 18, 2024, the State 
must, upon receiving notification that 
pursuant to § 382.501(a) of this chapter 
the CLP or CDL holder is prohibited 
from operating a commercial motor ve-
hicle, initiate established State proce-
dures for downgrading the CLP or CDL. 
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The downgrade must be completed and 
recorded on the CDLIS driver record 
within 60 days of the State’s receipt of 
such notification. As used in this para-
graph, the term ‘‘downgrade’’ means 
the State’s removal of the CLP or CDL 
privilege from the driver’s license, as 
set forth in paragraph (4) the definition 
of CDL downgrade in § 383.5. 

(1) Termination of downgrade process 
when the driver is no longer prohibited. 
If, before the State completes and 
records the downgrade on the CDLIS 
driver record, the State receives notifi-
cation that pursuant to § 382.503(a) of 
this chapter the CLP or CDL holder is 
no longer prohibited from operating a 
commercial motor vehicle, the State 
must, if permitted by State law, termi-
nate the downgrade process without re-
moving the CLP or CDL privilege from 
the driver’s license. 

(2) Reinstatement after FMCSA notifi-
cation that the driver is no longer prohib-
ited. If, after the State completes and 
records the downgrade on the CDLIS 
driver record, FMCSA notifies the 
State that pursuant to § 382.503(a) of 
this chapter a driver is no longer pro-
hibited from operating a commercial 
motor vehicle, the State must make 
the driver eligible for reinstatement of 
the CLP or CDL privilege to the driv-
er’s license, if permitted by State law. 

(3) Reinstatement after Clearinghouse 
error correction. If, after the State com-
pletes and records the downgrade on 
the CDLIS driver record, FMCSA noti-
fies the State that the driver was erro-
neously identified as prohibited from 
operating a commercial motor vehicle, 
the State shall: 

(i) Reinstate the CLP or CDL privi-
lege to the driver’s license as expedi-
tiously as possible; and 

(ii) Expunge from the CDLIS driver 
record and, if applicable, the motor ve-
hicle record, as defined in § 390.5T of 
this chapter, any reference related to 
the driver’s erroneous prohibited sta-
tus. 

[76 FR 26883, May 9, 2011] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 383.73, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.govinfo.gov. 

§ 383.75 Third-party testing. 

(a) Third-party tests. A State may au-
thorize a third-party tester to admin-
ister the skills tests as specified in sub-
parts G and H of this part, if the fol-
lowing conditions are met: 

(1) The skills tests given by the third 
party are the same as those that would 
otherwise be given by the State using 
the same version of the skills tests, the 
same written instructions for test ap-
plicants, and the same scoring sheets 
as those prescribed in subparts G and H 
of this part; 

(2) The State must conduct an on-site 
inspection of each third-party tester at 
least once every 2 years, with a focus 
on examiners with irregular results 
such as unusually high or low pass/fail 
rates; 

(3) The State must issue the third- 
party tester a CDL skills testing cer-
tificate upon the execution of a third- 
party skills testing agreement; 

(4) The State must issue each third- 
party CDL skills test examiner a skills 
testing certificate upon successful 
completion of a formal skills test ex-
aminer training course prescribed in 
§ 384.228 of this chapter; 

(5) The State must, at least once 
every 2 years, do one of the following 
for each third-party examiner: 

(i) Have State employees covertly 
take the tests administered by the 
third party as if the State employee 
were a test applicant; 

(ii) Have State employees co-score 
along with the third-party examiner 
during CDL skills tests to compare 
pass/fail results; or 

(iii) Re-test a sample of drivers who 
were examined by the third party to 
compare pass/fail results; 

(6) The State must take prompt and 
appropriate remedial action against a 
third-party tester that fails to comply 
with State or Federal standards for the 
CDL testing program, or with any 
other terms of the third-party con-
tract; 

(7) A skills test examiner who is also 
a skills instructor either as a part of a 
school, training program or otherwise 
is prohibited from administering a 
skills test to an applicant who received 
skills training by that skills test exam-
iner; and 
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