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49 CFR Ch. I (10–1–25 Edition) § 192.8 

Procedures for Developing Hydrostatic 
Design Basis (HDB), Hydrostatic De-
sign Stresses (HDS), Pressure Design 
Basis (PDB), Strength Design Basis 
(SDB), Minimum Required Strength 
(MRS) Ratings, and Categorized Re-
quired Strength (CRS) for Thermo-
plastic Piping Materials or Pipe,’’ up-
dated November 2012, (PPI TR–3/2012), 
IBR approved for § 192.121. 

(2) PPI TR–4, HDB/HDS/SDB/MRS, 
Listed Materials, ‘‘PPI Listing of Hy-
drostatic Design Basis (HDB), Hydro-
static Design Stress (HDS), Strength 
Design Basis (SDB), Pressure Design 
Basis (PDB) and Minimum Required 
Strength (MRS) Rating For Thermo-
plastic Piping Materials or Pipe,’’ up-
dated March, 2011, (PPI TR–4/2012), IBR 
approved for § 192.121. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 192.7, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.govinfo.gov. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTES: 1. At 90 FR 28061, 
28064, 28068, 28071, 28075, 28079, 28082, 28086, 
28090, 28093, 28101, 28105, 28112, 28115, July 1, 
2025, § 192.7 was amended, effective Jan. 1, 
2026. 

2. By Amdt. 192–156, 90 FR 40760, Aug. 21, 
2025, § 192.7 was revised, effective Jan. 10, 
2026. 

§ 192.8 How are onshore gathering 
pipelines and regulated onshore 
gathering pipelines determined? 

(a) An operator must use API RP 80 
(incorporated by reference, see § 192.7), 
to determine if an onshore pipeline (or 
part of a connected series of pipelines) 
is an onshore gathering line. The deter-
mination is subject to the limitations 
listed below. After making this deter-
mination, an operator must determine 
if the onshore gathering line is a regu-
lated onshore gathering line under 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(1) The beginning of gathering, under 
section 2.2(a)(1) of API RP 80, may not 
extend beyond the furthermost down-
stream point in a production operation 
as defined in section 2.3 of API RP 80. 
This furthermost downstream point 
does not include equipment that can be 
used in either production or transpor-
tation, such as separators or 
dehydrators, unless that equipment is 

involved in the processes of ‘‘produc-
tion and preparation for transportation 
or delivery of hydrocarbon gas’’ within 
the meaning of ‘‘production oper-
ation.’’ 

(2) The endpoint of gathering, under 
section 2.2(a)(1)(A) of API RP 80, may 
not extend beyond the first down-
stream natural gas processing plant, 
unless the operator can demonstrate, 
using sound engineering principles, 
that gathering extends to a further 
downstream plant. 

(3) If the endpoint of gathering, under 
section 2.2(a)(1)(C) of API RP 80, is de-
termined by the commingling of gas 
from separate production fields, the 
fields may not be more than 50 miles 
from each other, unless the Adminis-
trator finds a longer separation dis-
tance is justified in a particular case 
(see 49 CFR § 190.9). 

(4) The endpoint of gathering, under 
section 2.2(a)(1)(D) of API RP 80, may 
not extend beyond the furthermost 
downstream compressor used to in-
crease gathering line pressure for de-
livery to another pipeline. 

(5) For new, replaced, relocated, or 
otherwise changed gas gathering pipe-
lines installed after May 16, 2022, the 
endpoint of gathering under sections 
2.2(a)(1)(E) and 2.2.1.2.6 of API RP 80 
(incorporated by reference, see § 192.7)— 
also known as ‘‘incidental gathering’’— 
may not be used if the pipeline termi-
nates 10 or more miles downstream 
from the furthermost downstream end-
point as defined in paragraphs 
2.2(a)(1)(A) through (a)(1)(D) of API RP 
80 (incorporated by reference, see 
§ 192.7) and this section. If an ‘‘inci-
dental gathering’’ pipeline is 10 miles 
or more in length, the entire portion of 
the pipeline that is designated as an in-
cidental gathering line under 
2.2(a)(1)(E) and 2.2.1.2.6 of API RP 80 
shall be classified as a transmission 
pipeline subject to all applicable regu-
lations in this chapter for transmission 
pipelines. 

(b) Each operator must determine 
and maintain for the life of the pipe-
line records documenting the method-
ology by which it calculated the begin-
ning and end points of each onshore 
gathering pipeline it operates, as de-
scribed in the second column of table 1 
to paragraph (c)(2) of this section, by: 
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(1) November 16, 2022, or before the 
pipeline is placed into operation, 
whichever is later; or 

(2) An alternative deadline approved 
by the Pipeline and Hazardous Mate-
rials Safety Administration (PHMSA). 
The operator must notify PHMSA and 
State or local pipeline safety authori-
ties, as applicable, no later than 90 
days in advance of the deadline in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section. The notifi-
cation must be made in accordance 
with § 192.18 and must include the fol-
lowing information: 

(i) Description of the affected facili-
ties and operating environment; 

(ii) Justification for an alternative 
compliance deadline; and 

(iii) Proposed alternative deadline. 
(c) For purposes of part 191 of this 

chapter and § 192.9, the term ‘‘regulated 
onshore gathering pipeline’’ means: 

(1) Each Type A, Type B, or Type C 
onshore gathering pipeline (or segment 
of onshore gathering pipeline) with a 
feature described in the second column 
of table 1 to paragraph (c)(2) of this 
section that lies in an area described in 
the third column; and 

(2) As applicable, additional lengths 
of pipeline described in the fourth col-
umn to provide a safety buffer: 

TABLE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (c)(2) 

Type Feature Area Additional safety buffer 

A .............................. —Metallic and the MAOP pro-
duces a hoop stress of 20 per-
cent or more of SMYS.

Class 2, 3, or 4 location (see 
§ 192.5).

None. 

—If the stress level is unknown, 
an operator must determine 
the stress level according to 
the applicable provisions in 
subpart C of this part.

—Non-metallic and the MAOP is 
more than 125 psig (862 kPa).

B .............................. —Metallic and the MAOP pro-
duces a hoop stress of less 
than 20 percent of SMYS. If 
the stress level is unknown, an 
operator must determine the 
stress level according to the 
applicable provisions in sub-
part C of this part.

—Non-metallic and the MAOP is 
125 psig (862 kPa) or less.

Area 1. Class 3, or 4 location .....
Area 2. An area within a Class 2 

location the operator deter-
mines by using any of the fol-
lowing three methods: 

(a) A Class 2 location; 
(b) An area extending 150 feet 

(45.7 m) on each side of the 
centerline of any continuous 1 
mile (1.6 km) of pipeline and 
including more than 10 but 
fewer than 46 dwellings; or 

(c) An area extending 150 feet 
(45.7 m) on each side of the 
centerline of any continuous 
1000 feet (305 m) of pipeline 
and including 5 or more dwell-
ings.

If the gathering pipeline is in 
Area 2(b) or 2(c), the addi-
tional lengths of line extend 
upstream and downstream 
from the area to a point where 
the line is at least 150 feet 
(45.7 m) from the nearest 
dwelling in the area. 

However, if a cluster of dwellings 
in Area 2(b) or 2(c) qualifies a 
pipeline as Type B, the Type B 
classification ends 150 feet 
(45.7 m) from the nearest 
dwelling in the cluster. 

C .............................. Outside diameter greater than or 
equal to 8.625 inches and any 
of the following: 

—Metallic and the MAOP pro-
duces a hoop stress of 20 per-
cent or more of SMYS; 

—If the stress level is unknown, 
segment is metallic and the 
MAOP is more than 125 psig 
(862 kPa); or 

—Non-metallic and the MAOP is 
more than 125 psig (862 kPa).

Class 1 location ........................... None. 

R .............................. —All other onshore gathering 
lines.

Class 1 and Class 2 locations .... None. 

(3) A Type R gathering line is subject 
to reporting requirements under part 
191 of this chapter but is not a regu-

lated onshore gathering line under this 
part. 

(4) For the purpose of identifying 
Type C lines in table 1 to paragraph 
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49 CFR Ch. I (10–1–25 Edition) § 192.9 

(c)(2) of this section, if an operator has 
not calculated MAOP consistent with 
the methods at § 192.619(a) or (c)(1), the 
operator must either: 

(i) Calculate MAOP consistent with 
the methods at § 192.619(a) or (c)(1); or 

(ii) Use as a substitute for MAOP the 
highest operating pressure to which 
the segment was subjected during the 
preceding 5 operating years. 

[Amdt. 192–102, 71 FR 13302, Mar. 15, 2006, as 
amended by Amdt. 192–129, 86 FR 63295, Nov. 
15, 2021; Amdt. 192–131, 87 FR 26299, May 4, 
2022] 

§ 192.9 What requirements apply to 
gathering pipelines? 

(a) Requirements. An operator of a 
gathering line must follow the safety 
requirements of this part as prescribed 
by this section. 

(b) Offshore lines. An operator of an 
offshore gathering line must comply 
with requirements of this part applica-
ble to transmission lines, except the re-
quirements in §§ 192.13(d), 192.150, 
192.285(e), 192.319(d) through (g), 
192.461(f) through (i), 192.465(d) and (f), 
192.473(c), 192.485(c), 192.493, 192.506, 
192.607, 192.613(c), 192.619(e), 192.624, 
192.710, 192.712, and 192.714, and in sub-
part O of this part. Further, operators 
of offshore gathering lines are exempt 
from the requirements of §§ 192.617(b) 
through (d) and 192.635. Lastly, opera-
tors of offshore gathering lines are ex-
empt from the requirements of § 192.615 
(but an operator of an offshore gath-
ering line must comply with the re-
quirements of 49 CFR 192.615, effective 
as of October 4, 2022). 

(c) Type A lines. An operator of a 
Type A regulated onshore gathering 
line must comply with the require-
ments of this part applicable to trans-
mission lines, except the requirements 
in §§ 192.13(d), 192.150, 192.285(e), 
192.319(d) through (g), 192.461(f) through 
(i), 192.465(d) and (f), 192.473(c), 
192.485(c) 192.493, 192.506, 192.607, 
192.613(c), 192.619(e), 192.624, 192.710, 
192.712, and 192.714, and in subpart O of 
this part. However, an operator of a 
Type A regulated onshore gathering 
line in a Class 2 location may dem-
onstrate compliance with subpart N of 
this part by describing the processes it 
uses to determine the qualification of 
persons performing operations and 

maintenance tasks. Further, operators 
of Type A regulated onshore gathering 
lines are exempt from the require-
ments of §§ 192.179(e) through (g), 
192.610, 192.617(b) through (d), 192.634, 
192.635, 192.636, and 192.745(c) through 
(f). Lastly, operators of Type A regu-
lated onshore gathering lines are ex-
empt from the requirements of § 192.615 
(but an operator of a Type A regulated 
onshore gathering line must comply 
with the requirements of 49 CFR 
192.615, effective as of October 4, 2022). 

(d) Type B lines. An operator of a 
Type B regulated onshore gathering 
line must comply with the following 
requirements: 

(1) If a line is new, replaced, relo-
cated, or otherwise changed, the de-
sign, installation, construction, initial 
inspection, and initial testing must be 
in accordance with requirements of 
this part applicable to transmission 
lines. Compliance with §§ 192.67, 192.127, 
192.179(e) and (f), 192.205, 192.227(c), 
192.285(e), 192.319(d) through (g), 192.506, 
192.634, and 192.636 is not required; 

(2) If the pipeline is metallic, control 
corrosion according to requirements of 
subpart I of this part applicable to 
transmission lines, except the require-
ments in §§ 192.461(f) through (i), 
192.465(d) and (f), 192.473(c), 192.485(c), 
and 192.493; 

(3) If the pipeline contains plastic 
pipe or components, the operator must 
comply with all applicable require-
ments of this part for plastic pipe com-
ponents; 

(4) Carry out a damage prevention 
program under § 192.614; 

(5) Establish a public education pro-
gram under § 192.616; 

(6) Establish the MAOP of the line 
under § 192.619(a), (b), and (c); 

(7) Install and maintain line markers 
according to the requirements for 
transmission lines in § 192.707; and 

(8) Conduct leakage surveys in ac-
cordance with the requirements for 
transmission lines in § 192.706, using 
leak-detection equipment, and prompt-
ly repair hazardous leaks in accordance 
with § 192.703(c). 

(e) Type C lines. The requirements for 
Type C gathering lines are as follows. 

(1) An operator of a Type C onshore 
gathering line with an outside diame-
ter greater than or equal to 8.625 inches 
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