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public awareness message must in-
clude: 

(1) A description of the purpose and 
reliability of the pipeline; 

(2) An overview of the hazards of the 
pipeline and prevention measures used; 

(3) Information about damage preven-
tion; 

(4) How to recognize and respond to a 
leak; and 

(5) How to get additional informa-
tion. 

[Amdt. 192–100, 70 FR 28842, May 19, 2005; 70 
FR 35041, June 16, 2005; 72 FR 70810, Dec. 13, 
2007] 

§ 192.617 Investigation of failures and 
incidents. 

(a) Post-failure and incident proce-
dures. Each operator must establish 
and follow procedures for investigating 
and analyzing failures and incidents as 
defined in § 191.3, including sending the 
failed pipe, component, or equipment 
for laboratory testing or examination, 
where appropriate, for the purpose of 
determining the causes and contrib-
uting factor(s) of the failure or inci-
dent and minimizing the possibility of 
a recurrence. 

(b) Post-failure and incident lessons 
learned. Each operator must develop, 
implement, and incorporate lessons 
learned from a post-failure or incident 
review into its written procedures, in-
cluding personnel training and quali-
fication programs, and design, con-
struction, testing, maintenance, oper-
ations, and emergency procedure 
manuals and specifications. 

(c) Analysis of rupture and valve shut- 
offs. If an incident on an onshore gas 
transmission pipeline or a Type A 
gathering pipeline involves the closure 
of a rupture-mitigation valve (RMV), 
as defined in § 192.3, or the closure of al-
ternative equivalent technology, the 
operator of the pipeline must also con-
duct a post-incident analysis of all of 
the factors that may have impacted 
the release volume and the con-
sequences of the incident and identify 
and implement operations and mainte-
nance measures to prevent or minimize 
the consequences of a future incident. 
The requirements of this paragraph (c) 
are not applicable to distribution pipe-
lines or Types B and C gas gathering 
pipelines. The analysis must include 

all relevant factors impacting the re-
lease volume and consequences, includ-
ing, but not limited to, the following: 

(1) Detection, identification, oper-
ational response, system shut-off, and 
emergency response communications, 
based on the type and volume of the in-
cident; 

(2) Appropriateness and effectiveness 
of procedures and pipeline systems, in-
cluding supervisory control and data 
acquisition (SCADA), communications, 
valve shut-off, and operator personnel; 

(3) Actual response time from identi-
fying a rupture following a notification 
of potential rupture, as defined at 
§ 192.3, to initiation of mitigative ac-
tions and isolation of the pipeline seg-
ment, and the appropriateness and ef-
fectiveness of the mitigative actions 
taken; 

(4) Location and timeliness of actu-
ation of RMVs or alternative equiva-
lent technologies; and 

(5) All other factors the operator 
deems appropriate. 

(d) Rupture post-failure and incident 
summary. If a failure or incident on an 
onshore gas transmission pipeline or a 
Type A gathering pipeline involves the 
identification of a rupture following a 
notification of potential rupture, or 
the closure of an RMV (as those terms 
are defined in § 192.3), or the closure of 
an alternative equivalent technology, 
the operator of the pipeline must com-
plete a summary of the post-failure or 
incident review required by paragraph 
(c) of this section within 90 days of the 
incident, and while the investigation is 
pending, conduct quarterly status re-
views until the investigation is com-
plete and a final post-incident sum-
mary is prepared. The final post-failure 
or incident summary, and all other re-
views and analyses produced under the 
requirements of this section, must be 
reviewed, dated, and signed by the op-
erator’s appropriate senior executive 
officer. The final post-failure or inci-
dent summary, all investigation and 
analysis documents used to prepare it, 
and records of lessons learned must be 
kept for the useful life of the pipeline. 
The requirements of this paragraph (d) 
are not applicable to distribution pipe-
lines or Types B and C gas gathering 
pipelines. 

[Amdt. 192–130, 87 FR 20983, Apr. 8, 2022] 
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