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Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Admin., DOT § 192.612 

(2) The maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure of the segment involved 
must be reduced so that the cor-
responding hoop stress is not more 
than that allowed by this part for new 
segments of pipelines in the existing 
class location. 

(3) The segment involved must be 
tested in accordance with the applica-
ble requirements of subpart J of this 
part, and its maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure must then be estab-
lished according to the following cri-
teria: 

(i) The maximum allowable operating 
pressure after the requalification test 
is 0.8 times the test pressure for Class 
2 locations, 0.667 times the test pres-
sure for Class 3 locations, and 0.555 
times the test pressure for Class 4 loca-
tions. 

(ii) The corresponding hoop stress 
may not exceed 72 percent of the SMYS 
of the pipe in Class 2 locations, 60 per-
cent of SMYS in Class 3 locations, or 50 
percent of SMYS in Class 4 locations. 

(iii) For pipeline operating at an al-
ternative maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure per § 192.620, the alter-
native maximum allowable operating 
pressure after the requalification test 
is 0.8 times the test pressure for Class 
2 locations and 0.667 times the test 
pressure for Class 3 locations. The cor-
responding hoop stress may not exceed 
80 percent of the SMYS of the pipe in 
Class 2 locations and 67 percent of 
SMYS in Class 3 locations. 

(b) The maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure confirmed or revised in 
accordance with this section, may not 
exceed the maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure established before the 
confirmation or revision. 

(c) Confirmation or revision of the 
maximum allowable operating pressure 
of a segment of pipeline in accordance 
with this section does not preclude the 
application of §§ 192.553 and 192.555. 

(d) Confirmation or revision of the 
maximum allowable operating pressure 
that is required as a result of a study 
under § 192.609 must be completed with-
in 24 months of the change in class lo-
cation. Pressure reduction under para-
graph (a) (1) or (2) of this section with-
in the 24-month period does not pre-
clude establishing a maximum allow-
able operating pressure under para-

graph (a)(3) of this section at a later 
date. 

[Amdt. 192–63A, 54 FR 24174, June 6, 1989, as 
amended by Amdt. 192–78, 61 FR 28785, June 
6, 1996; Amdt. 192–94, 69 FR 32895, June 14, 
2004; 73 FR 62177, Oct. 17, 2008] 

§ 192.612 Underwater inspection and 
reburial of pipelines in the Gulf of 
Mexico and its inlets. 

(a) Each operator shall prepare and 
follow a procedure to identify its pipe-
lines in the Gulf of Mexico and its in-
lets in waters less than 15 feet (4.6 me-
ters) deep as measured from mean low 
water that are at risk of being an ex-
posed underwater pipeline or a hazard 
to navigation. The procedures must be 
in effect August 10, 2005. 

(b) Each operator shall conduct ap-
propriate periodic underwater inspec-
tions of its pipelines in the Gulf of 
Mexico and its inlets in waters less 
than 15 feet (4.6 meters) deep as meas-
ured from mean low water based on the 
identified risk. 

(c) If an operator discovers that its 
pipeline is an exposed underwater pipe-
line or poses a hazard to navigation, 
the operator shall— 

(1) Promptly, but not later than 24 
hours after discovery, notify the Na-
tional Response Center, telephone: 1– 
800–424–8802, of the location and, if 
available, the geographic coordinates 
of that pipeline. 

(2) Promptly, but not later than 7 
days after discovery, mark the location 
of the pipeline in accordance with 33 
CFR part 64 at the ends of the pipeline 
segment and at intervals of not over 
500 yards (457 meters) long, except that 
a pipeline segment less than 200 yards 
(183 meters) long need only be marked 
at the center; and 

(3) Within 6 months after discovery, 
or not later than November 1 of the fol-
lowing year if the 6 month period is 
later than November 1 of the year of 
discovery, bury the pipeline so that the 
top of the pipe is 36 inches (914 milli-
meters) below the underwater natural 
bottom (as determined by recognized 
and generally accepted practices) for 
normal excavation or 18 inches (457 
millimeters) for rock excavation. 

(i) An operator may employ engi-
neered alternatives to burial that meet 
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or exceed the level of protection pro-
vided by burial. 

(ii) If an operator cannot obtain re-
quired state or Federal permits in time 
to comply with this section, it must 
notify OPS; specify whether the re-
quired permit is State or Federal; and, 
justify the delay. 

[Amdt. 192–98, 69 FR 48406, Aug. 10, 2004] 

§ 192.613 Continuing surveillance. 
(a) Each operator shall have a proce-

dure for continuing surveillance of its 
facilities to determine and take appro-
priate action concerning changes in 
class location, failures, leakage his-
tory, corrosion, substantial changes in 
cathodic protection requirements, and 
other unusual operating and mainte-
nance conditions. 

(b) If a segment of pipeline is deter-
mined to be in unsatisfactory condition 
but no immediate hazard exists, the op-
erator shall initiate a program to re-
condition or phase out the segment in-
volved, or, if the segment cannot be re-
conditioned or phased out, reduce the 
maximum allowable operating pressure 
in accordance with § 192.619 (a) and (b). 

(c) Following an extreme weather 
event or natural disaster that has the 
likelihood of damage to pipeline facili-
ties by the scouring or movement of 
the soil surrounding the pipeline or 
movement of the pipeline, such as a 
named tropical storm or hurricane; a 
flood that exceeds the river, shoreline, 
or creek high-water banks in the area 
of the pipeline; a landslide in the area 
of the pipeline; or an earthquake in the 
area of the pipeline, an operator must 
inspect all potentially affected onshore 
transmission pipeline facilities to de-
tect conditions that could adversely af-
fect the safe operation of that pipeline. 

(1) An operator must assess the na-
ture of the event and the physical char-
acteristics, operating conditions, loca-
tion, and prior history of the affected 
pipeline in determining the appropriate 
method for performing the initial in-
spection to determine the extent of any 
damage and the need for the additional 
assessments required under this para-
graph (c)(1). 

(2) An operator must commence the 
inspection required by paragraph (c) of 
this section within 72 hours after the 
point in time when the operator rea-

sonably determines that the affected 
area can be safely accessed by per-
sonnel and equipment, and the per-
sonnel and equipment required to per-
form the inspection as determined by 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section are 
available. If an operator is unable to 
commence the inspection due to the 
unavailability of personnel or equip-
ment, the operator must notify the ap-
propriate PHMSA Region Director as 
soon as practicable. 

(3) An operator must take prompt 
and appropriate remedial action to en-
sure the safe operation of a pipeline 
based on the information obtained as a 
result of performing the inspection re-
quired by paragraph (c) of this section. 
Such actions might include, but are 
not limited to: 

(i) Reducing the operating pressure 
or shutting down the pipeline; 

(ii) Modifying, repairing, or replacing 
any damaged pipeline facilities; 

(iii) Preventing, mitigating, or elimi-
nating any unsafe conditions in the 
pipeline right-of-way; 

(iv) Performing additional patrols, 
surveys, tests, or inspections; 

(v) Implementing emergency re-
sponse activities with Federal, State, 
or local personnel; or 

(vi) Notifying affected communities 
of the steps that can be taken to en-
sure public safety. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–132, 87 FR 52270, Aug. 24, 2022] 

§ 192.614 Damage prevention program. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(d) and (e) of this section, each oper-
ator of a buried pipeline must carry 
out, in accordance with this section, a 
written program to prevent damage to 
that pipeline from excavation activi-
ties. For the purposes of this section, 
the term ‘‘excavation activities’’ in-
cludes excavation, blasting, boring, 
tunneling, backfilling, the removal of 
aboveground structures by either ex-
plosive or mechanical means, and other 
earthmoving operations. 

(b) An operator may comply with any 
of the requirements of paragraph (c) of 
this section through participation in a 
public service program, such as a one- 
call system, but such participation 
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