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(b) The design, construction, and
testing procedures followed in the
original construction, and a compari-
son of these procedures with those re-
quired for the present class location by
the applicable provisions of this part.

(c) The physical condition of the seg-
ment to the extent it can be
ascertained from available records;

(d) The operating and maintenance
history of the segment;

(e) The maximum actual operating
pressure and the corresponding oper-
ating hoop stress, taking pressure gra-
dient into account, for the segment of
pipeline involved; and

(f) The actual area affected by the
population density increase, and phys-
ical barriers or other factors which
may limit further expansion of the
more densely populated area.

§192.610 Change in class location:
Change in valve spacing.

(a) If a class location change on a
transmission pipeline occurs after Oc-
tober b5, 2022, and results in pipe re-
placement, of 2 or more miles, in the
aggregate, within any b5 contiguous
miles within a 24-month period, to
meet the maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure (MAOP) requirements in
§192.611, §192.619, or §192.620, then the
requirements in §§192.179, 192.634, and
192.636, as applicable, apply to the new
class location, and the operator must
install valves, including rupture-miti-
gation valves (RMV) or alternative
equivalent technologies, as necessary,
to comply with those sections. Such
valves must be installed within 24
months of the class location change in
accordance with the timing require-
ment in §192.611(d) for compliance after
a class location change.

(b) If a class location change on a gas
transmission pipeline occurs after Oc-
tober 5, 2022, and results in pipe re-
placement of less than 2 miles within 5
contiguous miles during a 24-month pe-
riod, to meet the MAOP requirements
in §192.611, §192.619, or §192.620, then
within 24 months of the class location
change, in accordance with §192.611(d),
the operator must either:

(1) Comply with the valve spacing re-
quirements of §192.179(a) for the re-
placed pipeline segment; or
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(2) Install or use existing RMVs or al-
ternative equivalent technologies so
that the entirety of the replaced pipe-
line segments are between at least two
RMVs or alternative equivalent tech-
nologies. The distance between RMVs
and alternative equivalent tech-
nologies for the replaced segment must
not exceed 20 miles. The RMVs and al-
ternative equivalent technologies must
comply with the applicable require-
ments of §192.636.

(c) The provisions of paragraph (b) of
this section do not apply to pipeline re-
placements that amount to less than
1,000 feet within any one contiguous
mile during any 24-month period.

[Amdt. 192-130, 87 FR 20983, Apr. 8, 2022, as
amended by Amdt. 192-134, 88 FR 50061, Aug.
1, 2023]

§192.611 Change in class location:
Confirmation or revision of max-
imum allowable operating pressure.

(a) If the hoop stress corresponding
to the established maximum allowable
operating pressure of a segment of
pipeline is not commensurate with the
present class location, and the segment
is in satisfactory physical condition,
the maximum allowable operating
pressure of that segment of pipeline
must be confirmed or revised according
to one of the following requirements:

(1) If the segment involved has been
previously tested in place for a period
of not less than 8 hours:

(i) The maximum allowable operating
pressure is 0.8 times the test pressure
in Class 2 locations, 0.667 times the test
pressure in Class 3 locations, or 0.555
times the test pressure in Class 4 loca-
tions. The corresponding hoop stress
may not exceed 72 percent of the SMYS
of the pipe in Class 2 locations, 60 per-
cent of SMYS in Class 3 locations, or 50
percent of SMYS in Class 4 locations.

(ii) The alternative maximum allow-
able operating pressure is 0.8 times the
test pressure in Class 2 locations and
0.667 times the test pressure in Class 3
locations. For pipelines operating at
alternative maximum allowable pres-
sure per §192.620, the corresponding
hoop stress may not exceed 80 percent
of the SMYS of the pipe in Class 2 loca-
tions and 67 percent of SMYS in Class
3 locations.
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(2) The maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure of the segment involved
must be reduced so that the cor-
responding hoop stress is not more
than that allowed by this part for new
segments of pipelines in the existing
class location.

(3) The segment involved must be
tested in accordance with the applica-
ble requirements of subpart J of this
part, and its maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure must then be estab-
lished according to the following cri-
teria:

(i) The maximum allowable operating
pressure after the requalification test
is 0.8 times the test pressure for Class
2 locations, 0.667 times the test pres-
sure for Class 3 locations, and 0.555
times the test pressure for Class 4 loca-
tions.

(ii) The corresponding hoop stress
may not exceed 72 percent of the SMYS
of the pipe in Class 2 locations, 60 per-
cent of SMYS in Class 3 locations, or 50
percent of SMYS in Class 4 locations.

(iii) For pipeline operating at an al-
ternative maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure per §192.620, the alter-
native maximum allowable operating
pressure after the requalification test
is 0.8 times the test pressure for Class
2 locations and 0.667 times the test
pressure for Class 3 locations. The cor-
responding hoop stress may not exceed
80 percent of the SMYS of the pipe in
Class 2 locations and 67 percent of
SMYS in Class 3 locations.

(b) The maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure confirmed or revised in
accordance with this section, may not
exceed the maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure established before the
confirmation or revision.

(c) Confirmation or revision of the
maximum allowable operating pressure
of a segment of pipeline in accordance
with this section does not preclude the
application of §§192.553 and 192.555.

(d) Confirmation or revision of the
maximum allowable operating pressure
that is required as a result of a study
under §192.609 must be completed with-
in 24 months of the change in class lo-
cation. Pressure reduction under para-
graph (a) (1) or (2) of this section with-
in the 24-month period does not pre-
clude establishing a maximum allow-
able operating pressure under para-

§192.612

graph (a)(3) of this section at a later
date.

[Amdt. 192-63A, 54 FR 24174, June 6, 1989, as
amended by Amdt. 192-78, 61 FR 28785, June
6, 1996; Amdt. 192-94, 69 FR 32895, June 14,
2004; 73 FR 62177, Oct. 17, 2008]

§192.612 Underwater inspection and
reburial of pipelines in the Gulf of
Mexico and its inlets.

(a) Each operator shall prepare and
follow a procedure to identify its pipe-
lines in the Gulf of Mexico and its in-
lets in waters less than 15 feet (4.6 me-
ters) deep as measured from mean low
water that are at risk of being an ex-
posed underwater pipeline or a hazard
to navigation. The procedures must be
in effect August 10, 2005.

(b) Each operator shall conduct ap-
propriate periodic underwater inspec-
tions of its pipelines in the Gulf of
Mexico and its inlets in waters less
than 15 feet (4.6 meters) deep as meas-
ured from mean low water based on the
identified risk.

(c) If an operator discovers that its
pipeline is an exposed underwater pipe-
line or poses a hazard to navigation,
the operator shall—

(1) Promptly, but not later than 24
hours after discovery, notify the Na-
tional Response Center, telephone: 1-
800-424-8802, of the location and, if
available, the geographic coordinates
of that pipeline.

(2) Promptly, but not later than 7
days after discovery, mark the location
of the pipeline in accordance with 33
CFR part 64 at the ends of the pipeline
segment and at intervals of not over
500 yards (457 meters) long, except that
a pipeline segment less than 200 yards
(183 meters) long need only be marked
at the center; and

(3) Within 6 months after discovery,
or not later than November 1 of the fol-
lowing year if the 6 month period is
later than November 1 of the year of
discovery, bury the pipeline so that the
top of the pipe is 36 inches (914 milli-
meters) below the underwater natural
bottom (as determined by recognized
and generally accepted practices) for
normal excavation or 18 inches (457
millimeters) for rock excavation.

(i) An operator may employ engi-
neered alternatives to burial that meet
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