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the vessel while the crewmember is in
service on board the vessel.

[Amdt. 176-31, 57 FR 20954, May 15, 1992, as
amended by Amdt. 176-35, 59 FR 49134, Sept.
26, 1994]

§176.15 Enforcement.

(a) An enforcement officer of the U.S.
Coast Guard may at any time and at
any place, within the jurisdiction of
the United States, board any vessel for
the purpose of enforcement of this sub-
chapter and inspect any shipment of
hazardous materials as defined in this
subchapter.

(b) [Reserved]

[Amdt. 176-1, 41 FR 16110, Apr. 15, 1976, as
amended by Amdt. 176-1A, 41 FR 40687, Sept.
20, 1976; Amdt. 176-24, 51 FR 5974, Feb. 18,
1986]

§176.18 Assignment and certification.

(a) The National Cargo Bureau, Inc.,
is authorized to assist the Coast Guard
in administering this subchapter with
respect to the following:

(1) Inspection of vessels for suit-
ability for loading hazardous mate-
rials;

(2) Examination of stowage of haz-
ardous materials;

(3) Making recommendations for
stowage requirements of hazardous ma-
terials cargo; and

(4) Issuance of certificates of loading
setting forth that the stowage of haz-
ardous materials is in accordance with
the requirements of this subchapter.

(b) A certificate of loading issued by
the National Cargo Bureau, Inc., may
be accepted by the Coast Guard as
prima facie evidence that the cargo is
stowed in conformity with the require-
ments of this subchapter.

[Amdt. 176-1, 41 FR 16110, Apr. 15, 1976, as
amended by Amdt. 176-24, 51 FR 5974, Feb. 18,
1986]

Subpart B—General Operating
Requirements

§176.24 Shipping papers.

(a) A person may not accept a haz-
ardous material for transportation or
transport a hazardous material by ves-
sel unless that person has received a
shipping paper prepared in accordance
with part 172 of this subchapter, or as

§176.27

authorized by subpart C of part 171 of
this subchapter, unless the material is
excepted from shipping paper require-
ments under this subchapter.

(b) Each person receiving a shipping
paper required by this section must re-
tain a copy or an electronic image
thereof, that is accessible at or
through its principal place of business
and must make the shipping paper
available, upon request, to an author-
ized official of a Federal, State, or
local government agency at reasonable
times and locations. For a hazardous
waste, each shipping paper copy must
be retained for three years after the
material is accepted by the initial car-
rier. For all other hazardous materials,
each shipping paper copy must be re-
tained for one year after the material
is accepted by the carrier. Each ship-
ping paper copy must include the date
of acceptance by the carrier. The date
on the shipping paper may be the date
a shipper presents a booking for car-
riage with the carrier as an alternative
to the date the shipment is picked up,
accepted, or loaded on the vessel by the
carrier.

[67 FR 66574, Nov. 1, 2002, as amended at 70
FR 73165, Dec. 9, 2005; 72 FR 25177, May 3,
2007]

§176.27 Certificate.

(a) A carrier may not transport a
hazardous material by vessel unless a
certificate prepared in accordance with
§172.204 of this subchapter has been re-
ceived.

(b) In the case of an import or export
shipment of a hazardous material that
will not be transported by rail, high-
way, or air, the shipper may certify on
the bill of lading or other shipping
paper that the hazardous material is
properly classed, described, marked,
packaged, and labeled according to
part 172 of this subchapter or in accord-
ance with the requirements of the
IMDG Code (IBR, see §171.7 of this sub-
chapter). See subpart C of part 171 of
this subchapter.

(c)(1) A person responsible for pack-
ing or loading a freight container or
transport vehicle with packages of haz-
ardous materials for transportation by
a manned vessel in ocean or coastwise
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