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(4) When the packaging includes 
water that could freeze during trans-
portation, a sufficient amount of anti- 
freeze, such as denatured ethyl alcohol, 
must be added to the water to prevent 
freezing. If the anti-freeze creates a 
fire hazard, it may not be used. When a 
percentage of water in the substance is 
specified, the combined weight of water 
and anti-freeze may be substituted. 

(5) If an article is fitted with its own 
means of ignition or initiation, it must 
be effectively protected from acci-
dental actuation during normal condi-
tions of transportation. 

(6) The entry of explosive substances 
into the recesses of double-seamed 
metal packagings must be prevented. 

(7) The closure device of a metal 
drum must include a suitable gasket; if 
the closure device includes metal-to- 
metal screw-threads, the ingress of ex-
plosive substances into the threading 
must be prevented. 

(8) Whenever loose explosive sub-
stances or the explosive substance of 
an uncased or partly cased article may 
come into contact with the inner sur-
face of metal packagings (1A2, 1B2, 4A, 
4B and metal receptacles), the metal 
packaging should be provided with an 
inner liner or coating. 

(9) Packagings must be made of ma-
terials compatible with, and imper-
meable to, the explosives contained in 
the package, so that neither inter-
action between the explosives and the 
packaging materials, nor leakage, 
causes the explosive to become unsafe 
in transportation, or the hazard divi-
sion or compatibility group to change 
(see § 173.24(e)(2)). 

(10) An explosive article containing 
an electrical means of initiation that 
is sensitive to external electro-
magnetic radiation, must have its 
means of initiation effectively pro-
tected from electromagnetic radiation 
sources (for example, radar or radio 
transmitters) through either design of 
the packaging or of the article, or 
both. 

(11) Plastic packagings may not be 
able to generate or accumulate suffi-
cient static electricity to cause the 
packaged explosive substances or arti-
cles to initiate, ignite or inadvertently 
function. Metal packagings must be 

compatible with the explosive sub-
stance they contain. 

(12) Explosive substances may not be 
packed in inner or outer packagings 
where the differences in internal and 
external pressures, due to thermal or 
other effects, could cause an explosion 
or rupture of the package. 

(13) Packagings for water soluble sub-
stances must be water resistant. Pack-
agings for desensitized or phlegmatized 
substances must be closed to prevent 
changes in concentration during trans-
port. When containing less alcohol, 
water, or phlegmatizer than specified 
in its proper shipping description, the 
substance is a ‘‘forbidden’’ material. 

(14) Large and robust explosives arti-
cles, normally intended for military 
use, without their means of initiation 
or with their means of initiation con-
taining at least two effective protec-
tive features, may be carried 
unpackaged provided that a negative 
result was obtained in Test Series 4 of 
the UN Manual of Tests and Criteria on 
an unpackaged article. When such arti-
cles have propelling charges or are self- 
propelled, their ignition systems must 
be protected against conditions en-
countered during normal transpor-
tation. Such unpackaged articles may 
be fixed to cradles or contained in 
crates or other suitable handling, stor-
age or launching devices in such a way 
that they will not become loose during 
normal conditions of transport and are 
in accordance with DOD-approved pro-
cedures. When such large explosive ar-
ticles, as part of their operational safe-
ty and suitability tests, are subjected 
to testing that meets the intentions of 
Test Series 4 of the UN Manual of Tests 
and Criteria with successful test re-
sults, they may be offered for transpor-
tation in accordance with the require-
ments prescribed in (b)(14) above sub-
ject to approval by the Associate Ad-
ministrator. 

[Amdt. 173–260, 62 FR 24719, May 6, 1997, as 
amended at 65 FR 50461, Aug. 18, 2000; 76 FR 
43529, July 20, 2011] 

§ 173.61 Mixed packaging require-
ments. 

(a) An explosive may not be packed 
in the same outside packaging with 
any other material that could, under 
normal conditions of transportation, 
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adversely affect the explosive or its 
packaging unless packaged by DOD or 
DOE in accordance with § 173.7(a). 

(b) Hardware necessary for assembly 
of explosive articles at the point-of-use 
may be packed in the same outside 
packaging with the explosive articles. 
The hardware must be securely packed 
in a separate inside packaging. Suffi-
cient cushioning materials must be 
used to ensure that all inside pack-
agings are securely packed in the out-
side packaging. 

(c) The following explosives may not 
be packed together with other Class 1 
explosives: UN 0029, UN 0030, UN 0073, 
UN 0106, UN 0107, UN 0255, UN 0257, UN 
0267, UN 0350, UN 0360, UN 0361, UN 0364, 
UN 0365, UN 0366, UN 0367, UN 0408, UN 
0409, UN 0410, UN 0455, UN 0456, and UN 
0500. These explosives may be mix- 
packed with each other in accordance 
with the compatibility requirements 
prescribed in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion. 

(d) Division 1.1 and 1.2 explosives 
may not be packed with the following 
explosives: UN 0333, UN 0334, UN 0335, 
UN 0336, and UN 0337. 

(e) Except as prescribed in para-
graphs (c) and (d) of this section, dif-
ferent explosives may be packed in one 
outside packaging in accordance with 
the following compatibility require-
ments: 

(1) Explosives of the same compat-
ibility group and same division number 
may be packed together. 

(2) Explosives of the same compat-
ibility group or authorized combina-
tion of compatibility group but dif-
ferent division number may be packed 
together, provided that the whole 
package is treated as though its entire 
contents were comprised of the lower 
division number. For example, a mixed 
package of Division 1.2 explosives and 
Division 1.4 explosives, compatibility 
group D, must be treated as 1.2D explo-
sives. However, when 1.5D explosives 
are packed together with 1.2D explo-
sives, the whole package must be treat-
ed as 1.1D explosives. 

(3) Explosives of compatibility group 
S may be packaged together with ex-
plosives of any other compatibility 
group except A or L, and the combined 
package may be treated as belonging to 

any of the packaged compatibility 
groups except S. 

(4) Explosives of compatibility group 
L shall only be packed with an iden-
tical explosive. 

(5) Explosives articles of compat-
ibility groups C, D, or E may be packed 
together and the entire package shall 
be treated as belonging to compat-
ibility group E. 

(6) Explosives articles of compat-
ibility groups C, D, E, or N may be 
packed together and the entire package 
shall be treated as belonging to com-
patibility group D. 

(7) Explosives substances of compat-
ibility groups C and D may be pack-
aged together and the entire package 
shall be treated as belonging to com-
patibility group D. 

(8) Explosive articles of compat-
ibility group G, except for fireworks 
and articles requiring special pack-
aging, may be packaged together with 
explosive articles of compatibility 
groups C, D or E and the combined 
package shall be treated as belonging 
to compatibility group E. 

[Amdt. 173–224, 55 FR 52617 Dec. 21, 1990, as 
amended at 56 FR 66267, Dec. 20, 1991; 65 FR 
50461, Aug. 18, 2000; 66 FR 33429, June 21, 2001; 
66 FR 45381, Aug. 28, 2001; 69 FR 54046, Sept. 
7, 2004; 73 FR 4717, Jan. 28, 2008] 

§ 173.62 Specific packaging require-
ments for explosives. 

(a) Except as provided in § 173.7 of 
this subchapter, when the § 172.101 
Table specifies that an explosive must 
be packaged in accordance with this 
section, only packagings which con-
form to the provisions of paragraphs 
(b) and (c) of this section or § 173.7(e) of 
this subchapter and the applicable re-
quirements in §§ 173.60 and 173.61 may 
be used unless otherwise approved by 
the Associate Administrator. 

(b) Explosives Table. The Explosives 
Table specifies the Packing Instruc-
tions assigned to each explosive. Explo-
sives are identified in the first column 
in numerical sequence by their identi-
fication number (ID #), which is listed 
in column 4 of the § 172.101 table, of this 
subchapter. The second column of the 
Explosives Table specifies the Packing 
Instruction (PI) which must be used for 
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