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the Secretary by the President in Exec-
utive Order 12597. 

(n) Assist and protect consumers in 
their dealings with the air transpor-
tation industry and conduct all depart-
mental regulation of airline consumer 
protection and civil rights pursuant to 
chapters 401 (General Provisions), 411 
(Air Carrier Certificates), 413 (Foreign 
Air Transportation), 417 (Operations of 
Carriers), and 423 (Passenger Air Serv-
ice Improvements) of title 49 U.S.C. 

(o) Carry out the functions vested in 
the Secretary by 49 U.S.C. 40119(b) (Se-
curity and research and development 
activities), as implemented by 49 CFR 
part 15 (Protection of Sensitive Secu-
rity Information), in consultation and 
coordination with the Office of Intel-
ligence, Security and Emergency Re-
sponse. 

(p) Appear on behalf of the Depart-
ment on the record in hearing cases, 
and initiate and carry out enforcement 
actions on behalf of the Department, 
under the authority transferred to the 
Department from the Civil Aeronautics 
Board as described in §§ 1.25 and 1.25a 
(delegations to and redelegations by 
the Under Secretary), and 1.99 (RITA). 
This includes the authority to com-
promise penalties under 49 U.S.C. 46301 
(civil penalties); to issue appropriate 
orders, including cease and desist or-
ders, under 49 U.S.C. 46101 (complaints 
and investigations); and to require the 
production of information, under 49 
U.S.C. 41708, enter carrier property and 
inspect records, under 49 U.S.C. 41709, 
and inquire into the management of 
the business of a carrier under 49 
U.S.C. 41711 (Air carrier management 
inquiry and cooperation with other au-
thorities), as appropriate to the en-
forcement responsibilities. In the event 
that such an enforcement matter 
comes before the Secretary of Trans-
portation for adjudication, the Deputy 
General Counsel shall advise the Sec-
retary. 

(q) Initiate and carry out enforce-
ment actions relating to: 

(1) Foreign airport security on behalf 
of the Department under 49 U.S.C. 
44907; and 

(2) The Consumer Credit Protection 
Act under section 4(a)(5) of the Civil 
Aeronautics Board Sunset Act of 1984 

(Pub. L. 98–443) [15 U.S.C. 1607(a)(4), 
1681s(b)(5), 1691c(a)(5) and 1692l(b)(5)]. 

(r) Administer 5 U.S.C. 552 (FOIA) 
and 49 CFR part 7 (Public Availability 
of Information) in connection with the 
records of the Office of the Secretary 
and issue procedures to ensure uniform 
departmental implementation of stat-
utes and regulations regarding public 
access to records. 

(s) Prepare reports by carriers on in-
cidents involving animals during air 
transport pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 41721. 

(t) Exercise authority vested in the 
Secretary by the Federal Civil Pen-
alties Inflation Adjustment Act of 1990 
(Pub. L. 101–410, 104 Stat. 890), as 
amended by the Debt Collection Im-
provement Act of 1996 (Pub. L. 104–134, 
110 Stat. 1321), to promulgate rules that 
adjust civil penalties with respect to 
aviation enforcement. 

(u) In coordination with the Under 
Secretary, to carry out the duties of 
the Secretary under Executive Orders 
12866 and 13563 to establish the value of 
statistical life in connection with as-
sessing the costs and benefits of De-
partmental regulatory action. 

(v) Approve the initiation of regu-
latory action, as defined in Executive 
Order 12866, by Secretarial offices and 
Operating Administrations in the event 
that the Deputy Secretary is absent or 
otherwise unavailable to exercise such 
authority (see § 1.23(h)). 

(w) Approve requests to reclassify 
rulemakings as non-significant under 
DOT procedures. 

[81 FR 19819, Apr. 5, 2016, as amended at 84 
FR 71717, Dec. 27, 2019; 86 FR 17294, Apr. 2, 
2021] 

§ 1.27a Delegations to the Career Dep-
uty General Counsel. 

The career Deputy General Counsel is 
delegated authority to: 

(a) Serve as the Department’s Des-
ignated Agency Ethics Official in ac-
cordance with 5 CFR 2638.202; 

(b) Serve as the Department’s Dis-
pute Resolution Specialist pursuant to 
section 3(b) of the Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Act of 1996, Pub. L. 104–320, 
5 U.S.C. App.; and 

(c) Serve as the Department’s Chief 
FOIA Officer under 5 U.S.C. 552(j). 
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