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813.106

813.106 Soliciting competition, evalua-
tion of quotations or offers, award
and documentation.

813.106-70 Soliciting competition,
evaluation of quotations or offers,
award and documentation—the Vet-
erans First Contracting Program.

(a) When using competitive proce-
dures under this part, the contracting
officer shall use the Veterans First
Contracting Program in subpart 819.70
and the guidance set forth in 813.003-70.

(b) Pursuant to 38 U.S.C 8127(b), con-
tracting officers may use other than
competitive procedures to enter into a
contract with a verified SDVOSB or
VOSB for procurements below the sim-
plified acquisition threshold, as au-
thorized by FAR 6.302-5 and 806.302—
570(a) and (b).

(c) For procurements above the sim-
plified acquisition threshold, pursuant
to 38 U.S.C. 8127(c), contracting officers
may also award a contract under this
part to a firm verified under the Vet-
erans First Contracting Program at
subpart 819.70, using procedures other
than competitive procedures, as au-
thorized by FAR 6.302-5 and 806.302—
570(a) and (c), and in accordance with
819.7008 and 819.7009.

[87 FR 63005, Oct. 18, 2022]
Subpart 813.2 [Reserved]

Subpart 813.3—Simplified
Acquisition Methods

813.305-70 VA’s imprest funds and
third party drafts policy.

VA’s Governmentwide commercial
purchase card and/or convenience
checks shall be used in lieu of imprest
funds and third party drafts.

[85 FR 16906, Mar. 25, 2020]

PART 814—SEALED BIDDING

Subpart 814.1 [Reserved]
Subpart 814.2—Solicitation of Bids

Sec.

814.201 Preparation of invitations for bids.
814.201-2 Part I—The Schedule.

814.201-6 Solicitation provisions.

814.202 General rules for solicitation of bids.
814.202-4 Bid samples.

48 CFR Ch. 8 (10-1-24 Edition)

Subpart 814.3—Submission of Bids

814.304 Submission, modification, and with-
drawal of bids.

Subpart 814.4 [Reserved]

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 121(c); 41 U.S.C.
1121(c)(3); 41 U.S.C. 1702; and 48 CFR 1.301-
1.304.

SOURCE: 73 FR 2717, Jan. 15, 2008, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart 814.1 [Reserved]
Subpart 814.2—Solicitation of Bids

814.201 Preparation of invitations for
bids

814.201-2 Part I—The Schedule.

(b) Section B, Supplies or services and
prices.

(1) When the contracting officer de-
termines that it will be to the Govern-
ment’s advantage to make an award on
the basis of a summary bid, the IFB
shall include the following statement
in Part I—The Schedule, Section B:

The award will be made on either the
bid price for individual items or the
summary bid price summary for all
items, whichever results in the lowest
price to the Government. Therefore, to
assure proper evaluation of all bids, a
bidder quoting a summary bid price
must also quote a price on each indi-
vidual item included in the summary
bid price.

(2) When a contracting officer deter-
mines that it will be to the Govern-
ment’s advantage to make an award by
group or groups of items, the IFB shall
include the following statement in
Part I—The Schedule, Section B:

Award shall be made on the basis of
the bid price for each identified group
of items. The individual price of each
line item in the group does not have to
be the lowest bid received for that
item. This may apply when the items
in the group or groups are readily
available from sources to be solicited;
and one of the following applies:

(i) Furniture or fixtures are required
for a single project and uniformity of
design is desirable.
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(ii) The articles required will be as-
sembled and used as a unit.

[83 FR 16208, Apr. 16, 2018]

814.201-6 Solicitation provisions.

(a) In an invitation for bid for sup-
plies, equipment, or services (other
than construction), the contracting of-
ficer shall define the extent to which
VA will authorize and consider alter-
nate bids.

(1) The contracting officer shall in-
clude the provision at 852.214-71, Re-
strictions on Alternate Item(s), in the
invitation when VA will consider an al-
ternate item only where acceptable
bids on a desired item are not received
or the bids do not satisfy the total re-
quirement. (For construction projects,
VA will consider for acceptance an al-
ternate specified only as a part of the
basic item.)

(2) The contracting officer shall in-
clude the provision at 852.214-72, Alter-
nate Item(s), in the invitation, when
VA will consider an alternate item on
an equal basis with the item specified.
(For construction projects, VA will
consider for acceptance an alternate
specified only as a part of the basic
item.)

(3) In addition to either of the provi-
sions referenced in paragraphs (a)(1l) or
(2) of this section, the contracting offi-
cer shall include the provision at
852.214-73, Alternate Packaging and
Packing, in the invitation when bids
will be allowed based on different pack-
aging, unit designation, etc.

(b) The contracting officer shall in-
clude the provision at 852.214-74, Mark-
ing of Bid Samples, in the invitation,
along with the provision at FAR 52.214-
20, Bid Samples, when the contracting
officer determines that samples are
necessary to the proper awarding of a
contract.

[83 FR 16209, Apr. 16, 2018]

814.202 General rules for solicitation
of bids.

814.202-4 Bid samples.

(a) Policy. When bid samples are re-
quired, the contracting officer shall in-
clude a notice in the contract Schedule
that requires bidders to submit sam-
ples produced by the manufacturer

Pt. 815

whose products will be supplied under
the contract.

(g) Handling bid samples.

(1) Samples from successful bids shall
be retained for the period of contract
performance.

(2) If the contracting officer antici-
pates a claim regarding the contract,
the contracting officer shall require
that the bid samples be retained until
the claim is resolved. If there are no
outstanding claims regarding the con-
tract, the contracting officer may au-
thorize disposal of the samples at the
end of the contract term in accordance
with the bidder’s instructions.

(3) The contracting officer shall re-
quire that samples from unsuccessful
bids be retained until award. After
award, these samples may be disposed
of in accordance with the bidder’s in-
structions.

[83 FR 16209, Apr. 16, 2018]

Subpart 814.3—Submission of Bids

814.304 Submission, modification, and
withdrawal of bids.

(f) A notification to late bidders shall
specify the final date by which VA
must receive evidence of timeliness.
This date shall be within five calendar
days of the date an electronic notice is
sent to the bidder, or within ten cal-
endar days of receipt by the bidder of a
notice sent by other than electronic
means.

[83 FR 16209, Apr. 16, 2018]
Subpart 814.4 [Reserved]

PART 815—CONTRACTING BY
NEGOTIATION

Subpart 815.3—Source Selection

Sec.

815.304-70 Evaluation factor commitments.
815.304-71 Solicitation provision and clause
815.370 Only one offer.

815.370-1 Policy.

815.370-2 Promote competition.

815.370-3 Fair and reasonable price.
815.370-4 Exceptions.

815.370-5 Solicitation provision.

Subparts 815.4—815.6 [Reserved]
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