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SUBCHAPTER A—GENERAL 

PART 600 [RESERVED] 

PART 601—DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
ACQUISITION REGULATIONS SYS-
TEM 

Sec. 
601.000 Scope of part. 

Subpart 601.1—Purpose, Authority, 
Issuance 

601.101 Purpose. 
601.105 Issuance. 
601.105–3 Copies. 
601.106 OMB approval under the Paperwork 

Reduction Act. 

Subpart 601.2—Administration 

601.201 Maintenance of the FAR. 
601.201–1 The two councils. 

Subpart 601.3—Agency Acquisition 
Regulations 

601.301 Policy. 
601.302 Limitations. 
601.303 Publication and codification. 

Subpart 601.4—Deviations from the FAR 

601.403 Individual deviations. 
601.404 Class deviations. 
601.405 Deviations pertaining to treaties 

and executive agreements. 
601.470 Deviations from the DOSAR. 

Subpart 601.5—Agency and Public 
Participation 

601.570 Rulemaking. 

Subpart 601.6—Career Development, 
Contracting Authority, and Responsibilities 

601.601 General. 
601.601–70 Delegations of authority. 
601.602 Contracting officers. 
601.602–1 Authority. 
601.602–3 Ratification of unauthorized com-

mitments. 
601.602–3–70 Procedures. 
601.603 Selection, appointment, and termi-

nation of appointment for contracting of-
ficers. 

601.603–1 General 
601.603–3 Appointment. 

AUTHORITY: 22 U.S.C. 2651a, 40 U.S.C. 121(c) 
and 48 CFR chapter 1. 

SOURCE: 53 FR 26159, July 11, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted. 

601.000 Scope of part. 
This part describes the Department 

of State Acquisition Regulation 
(DOSAR) in terms of establishment, re-
lationship to the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation (FAR), arrangement, appli-
cability, and deviation procedures. 

[53 FR 26159, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66750, Dec. 28, 1994] 

Subpart 601.1—Purpose, Authority, 
Issuance 

601.101 Purpose. 
The DOSAR is issued to provide De-

partment guidance in accordance with 
the policy cited in FAR 1.301(a)(2). The 
portions of this regulation that affects 
the relationship between a Department 
of State organization and a contractor 
or potential contractor are published 
in this chapter 6 of title 48 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations, in accordance 
with FAR 1.301(b). 

[59 FR 66750, Dec. 28, 1994] 

601.105 Issuance. 

601.105–3 Copies. 
The DOSAR is available through the 

Department’s Intranet system at http:// 
aope.a.state.gov, or through the Inter-
net from A/OPE’s Acquisition Web site. 
The Internet address is: http:// 
www.statebuy.state.gov/. 

[69 FR 19329, Apr. 13, 2004] 

601.106 OMB approval under the Pa-
perwork Reduction Act. 

The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 
(44 U.S.C. 3501–3520) requires that Fed-
eral agencies obtain approval from the 
Office of Management and Budget be-
fore collecting information from ten 
(10) or more members of the public. In-
dividuals are not required to respond to 
information collection unless the OMB 
number and burden estimate informa-
tion is provided. Accordingly, the in-
formation and recordkeeping require-
ments contained in this regulation 
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have been approved by OMB under 
OMB Control Number 1405–0050. The in-
formation and recordkeeping require-
ments for Form DS–4053, Department of 
State Mentor-Protégé Program Applica-
tion, have been approved by OMB under 
OMB Control Number 1405–0161. 

[80 FR 6913, Feb. 9, 2015] 

Subpart 601.2—Administration 
601.201 Maintenance of the FAR. 

601.201–1 The two councils. 
The Office of the Procurement Exec-

utive (A/OPE) represents the Depart-
ment of State (DOS) on the Civilian 
Agency Acquisition Council. The Pro-
curement Executive shall appoint a 
representative for this purpose. A/OPE 
is responsible for coordinating with all 
interested DOS elements proposed FAR 
revisions and for advocating FAR revi-
sions sought by the Department. 

[53 FR 26159, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66750, Dec. 28, 1994] 

Subpart 601.3—Agency 
Acquisition Regulations 

601.301 Policy. 
(a) The Assistant Secretary of State 

for Administration is the agency head 
for the purposes of FAR 1.301. The As-
sistant Secretary of State for Adminis-
tration redelegated to the Procurement 
Executive the authority to prescribe, 
promulgate, and amend DOS acquisi-
tion policies, rules, and regulations. 

(b) The Department of State Acquisi-
tion Regulation (DOSAR) is prescribed 
under the authority of 22 U.S.C. 2658 
and 40 U.S.C. 486(c). 

(c) The DOSAR implements and sup-
plements the FAR. 

[59 FR 66751, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43620, Aug. 11, 1999; 80 FR 6913, Feb. 9, 
2015] 

601.302 Limitations. 
(a) The FAR and the DOSAR apply to 

all DOS acquisitions of personal prop-
erty and services, including construc-
tion, both within and outside the 
United States, unless expressly ex-
cluded by this subpart, or exempt from 
the Federal Property and Administra-
tive Services Act of 1949, as amended 

(40 U.S.C. 474(7)), or undertaken pursu-
ant to section 208 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 4308), or the For-
eign Service Buildings Act of 1926, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 292 et seq.). 

(b) At posts where Joint Administra-
tive Offices have been formed and DOS 
is the procurement agency, the FAR 
and DOSAR apply to all administrative 
and technical support acquisitions. 

[53 FR 26159, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66751, Dec. 28, 1994; 64 FR 43620, Aug. 11, 
1999; 80 FR 6913, Feb. 9, 2015] 

601.303 Publication and codification. 

(a) The DOSAR is issued as Chapter 6 
of Title 48, Code of Federal Regula-
tions. The DOSAR is established as 
Chapter 6 of the Federal Acquisition 
Regulations System. The DOSAR is di-
vided into the same parts, subparts, 
sections, subsections, and paragraphs 
as is the FAR. However, when the FAR 
coverage is adequate by itself there 
will be no corresponding DOSAR cov-
erage. Where the DOSAR implements a 
specific part, subpart, section, or sub-
section of the FAR, the DOSAR cov-
erage is numbered and titled to cor-
respond to the appropriate FAR num-
ber and title, except that the DOSAR 
number will include a 6 or 60 such that 
there will always be three numbers to 
the left of the decimal. For example, 
the DOSAR implementation of FAR 
14.1 is shown as 614.1 and the DOSAR 
implementation of FAR 1.301 is shown 
as 601.301. Materials that supplement 
the FAR are assigned the numbers 70 
and up. For example, DOSAR requires 
additional definitions than those used 
in FAR; this supplementary material is 
provided in 602.101–70. 

(b) The DOSAR and its revisions are 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
and in the Code of Federal Regulations, 
both of which may be purchased from 
the Superintendent of Documents, Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washington, 
DC 20402. 

(c) The DOSAR shall be referenced in 
the same manner as described at FAR 
1.105–2(c). 

[53 FR 26159, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66751, Dec. 28, 1994; 64 FR 43620, Aug. 11, 
1999] 
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Subpart 601.4—Deviations from 
the FAR 

601.403 Individual deviations. 

The Procurement Executive is the 
agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 1.403. 

[53 FR 26159, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66751, Dec. 28, 1994] 

601.404 Class deviations. 

The Procurement Executive is the 
agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 1.404(a). 

[53 FR 26159, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66751, Dec. 28, 1994] 

601.405 Deviations pertaining to trea-
ties and executive agreements. 

The Procurement Executive shall de-
termine whether a deviation pertaining 
to treaties and executive agreements is 
authorized under FAR 1.405 or that a 
request for deviation is required under 
FAR 1.405(e). 

[53 FR 26159, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66751, Dec. 28, 1994] 

601.470 Deviations from the DOSAR 

The authority to approve any devi-
ations from the DOSAR is reserved to 
the Procurement Executive. 

[53 FR 26159, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66751, Dec. 28, 1994] 

Subpart 601.5—Agency and 
Public Participation 

601.570 Rulemaking. 

(a) The DOSAR is promulgated and 
may be revised, as necessary, in ac-
cordance with FAR part 1. 

(b) The Procurement Executive shall 
issue all DOS acquisition regulations. 

[59 FR 66751, Dec. 28, 1994] 

Subpart 601.6—Career Develop-
ment, Contracting Authority, 
and Responsibilities 

601.601 General. 

The Procurement Executive is the 
agency head for the purposes of FAR 
1.601. 

601.601–70 Delegations of authority. 

(a) Delegations. As stated in 601.603– 
3(a), there is no contracting officer au-
thority conferred by virtue of position. 
Pursuant to 601.602–1(b), the Procure-
ment Executive has designated the fol-
lowing as contracting activities as de-
fined in FAR 2.101. These authorities 
are not redelegable. In addition, spe-
cific individuals are designated as 
heads of contracting activities (HCAs) 
(see FAR 2.101): 

(1) Overseas posts. Each overseas post 
shall be regarded as a contracting ac-
tivity to enter into and administer 
contracts for the expenditure of funds 
involved in the acquisition of supplies, 
equipment, publications, and services. 
The Principal Officer, the Management 
Officer, or the Supervisory General 
Services Officer are designated as 
HCAs; provided, that he/she has a con-
tracting officer’s warrant issued by the 
Procurement Executive. The Procure-
ment Executive (or authorized A/OPE 
staff) may delegate to a contracting of-
ficer, on a case-by-case basis, the au-
thority to award a contract or modi-
fication which exceeds the contracting 
officer’s warrant level. 

(i) No authority is delegated to enter 
into cost-reimbursement, fixed-price 
incentive, or fixed-price redeter-
minable contracts. Design/build solici-
tations and contracts may only be en-
tered into with the written approval of 
A/OPE and OBO. Proposed construction 
contracts exceeding $500,000 and any re-
lated architect-engineer contracts 
must have prior A/OPE approval. 

(ii) When expressly authorized by a 
U.S. Government agency which does 
not have a contracting officer at the 
post, the officers named in paragraph 
(a)(1) introductory text of this section 
may enter into contracts for that agen-
cy. Use of this authority is subject to 
the statutory authority of that agency 
and any special contract terms or 
other requirements necessary for com-
pliance with any conditions or limita-
tions applicable to the funds of that 
agency. The agency’s authorization 
shall cite the statute(s) and state any 
special contract terms or other re-
quirements with which the acquisition 
so authorized must comply. In view of 
the contracting officer’s responsibility 
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for the legal, technical, and adminis-
trative sufficiency of contracts, ques-
tions regarding the propriety of con-
tracting actions that the post is re-
quired to take pursuant to this author-
ity may be referred to the Department 
for resolution with the headquarters of 
the agency concerned. 

(2) Office of Logistics Management; Of-
fice of Acquisition Management (A/LM/ 
AQM). The authority to enter into and 
administer contracts for the expendi-
ture of funds involved in the acquisi-
tion of supplies and services, including 
construction, is delegated to the Direc-
tor or designee as the HCA. 

(3) Foreign Service Institute. The au-
thority to enter into and administer 
contracts pursuant to Chapter 7, Title 
I, of the Foreign Service Act of 1980, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 4021 et seq.), is dele-
gated to the Director of the Foreign 
Service Institute, the Executive Direc-
tor, the Deputy Executive Director, 
and the Supervisory Contracting Offi-
cer as the HCA. 

(4) Office of Foreign Missions. The au-
thority to enter into and administer 
contracts pursuant to Title II of the 
State Department Basic Authorities 
Act of 1956, as amended (22 U.S.C. 4301 
et seq.), is delegated to the Director, Of-
fice of Foreign Missions, and the Ad-
ministrative Officer as the HCA. 

(5) U.S. Mission to the United Nations. 
The authority to enter into and admin-
ister contracts pursuant to the United 
Nations Participation Act of 1945, as 
amended (22 U.S.C.287), is delegated to 
the Counselor for Administration as 
the HCA. 

(b) Other delegations. Several DOS of-
fices have been delegated limited pro-
curement authority, although they 
have not been designated as HCAs. 
Matters requiring HCA resolution are 
referred to the A/LM/AQM. These dele-
gations are provided only to warranted 
contracting officers in the respective 
offices. They are as follows: 

(1) Office of Language Services. The 
authority to enter into and administer 
simplified acquisition transactions 
under FAR Part 13 and orders against 
existing contracts up to the maximum 
ordering threshold or limitation for in-
terpreting, translating, conference re-
porting, and related language support 
and escort services. 

(2) Office of Overseas Schools. The au-
thority to enter into and administer 
simplified acquisition transactions 
under FAR Part 13 and orders against 
existing contracts up to the maximum 
ordering threshold or limitation pursu-
ant to section 29 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956, as 
amended. 

(3) Library. The authority to enter 
into and administer simplified acquisi-
tion transactions under FAR Part 13 
and orders against existing contracts 
up to the maximum ordering threshold 
or limitation pursuant to the provi-
sions of the Public Printing and Docu-
ments Act of 1968, as amended, and for 
the acquisition of newspapers, books, 
maps, and periodicals. 

(4) Office of International Conferences. 
The authority to enter into and admin-
ister simplified acquisition trans-
actions under FAR Part 13 and orders 
against existing contracts up to the 
maximum ordering threshold or limita-
tion pursuant to section 5, Title I, of 
the Department of State Basic Au-
thorities Act of 1956, as amended. 

(5) Bureau of International Narcotics 
and Law Enforcement Affairs. The au-
thority to enter into and administer 
simplified acquisition transactions 
under FAR part 13, to enter into and 
administer contracts over the sim-
plified acquisition threshold but not 
exceeding $500,000 for non-commercial 
item acquisitions; up to $6.5 million for 
the acquisition of commercial items 
using the simplified acquisition proce-
dures under the Test Program of FAR 
subpart 13.5; orders against existing 
contracts up to the maximum ordering 
threshold or limitation and personal 
services contracts pursuant to the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, as amend-
ed; and, 48 CFR Chapter 7, Agency for 
International Development Acquisition 
Regulation (AIDAR), including any 
amendments thereto. INL follows the 
AIDAR guidance for doing personal 
service contracts. All other con-
tracting actions follow the DOSAR and 
DoS regulations. These authorities ex-
tend to any acquisition performed by 
any Department of State contracting 
activity on behalf of INL. 

(6) Office of Small and Disadvantaged 
Business Utilization. The authority to 
enter into and administer 8(a) purchase 
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orders and contracts as a third party 
pursuant to the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding signed with the Small 
Business Administration. 

(7) Bureau of Administration, Office of 
Operations. The authority to enter into 
and administer simplified acquisition 
transactions for emergency or contin-
gency operations necessary to protect 
life or federal property. This authority 
is limited to cases when a contracting 
officer in the Office of Acquisitions 
Management is unavailable. 

(8) Regional Procurement Support Of-
fices. The authority to enter into and 
administer contracts for the expendi-
ture of funds involved in the acquisi-
tion of supplies, equipment, publica-
tions, and services on behalf of over-
seas posts is delegated to each Direc-
tor, Regional Procurement Support Of-
fice (RPSO) at the following locations: 

(i) RPSO Frankfurt in conjunction 
with Consulate General Frankfurt; and 

(ii) RPSO Florida in conjunction 
with the Florida Regional Center. 

(c) Execution of delegated authority. (1) 
Whenever the contracting officer 
makes use of the various statutory au-
thorities available to the Department 
to waive the application of the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation or laws gov-
erning acquisition, such as those pro-
vided in the Foreign Assistance Act (22 
U.S.C. 2291) or the Foreign Service 
Buildings Act (22 U.S.C. 294), a written 
determination of the basis for using 
the authority must be prepared and in-
cluded in the file. 

(2) If the statute or current practice 
of the requiring office does not specify 
a particular format, use the following 
format. 

DETERMINATION FOR USE OF AUTHOR-
ITY TO WAIVE ________[FILL IN WHAT IS 
BEING WAIVED] 

SUBJECT: [State title of program or project] 
DESCRIPTION OF REQUIREMENT: [Briefly 

describe what is being acquired] 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: [Cite specific 

statute, such as 22 U.S.C. 2291(a)(4) for INL, 
and provide quotation from the law that 
conveys authority for the waiver at issue] 

SCOPE OF WAIVER: [Describe what is being 
waived, such as (but not limited to) the 
Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) in 
its entirety, the Competition in Con-
tracting Act as implemented in FAR Parts 
5 and 6, or FAR Part 32 limitation on ad-
vance payments, etc.; also identify the in-

dividual acquisition or class of acquisi-
tions for which the waiver is being sought.] 

JUSTIFICATION: [Describe the need to use 
the authority and the anticipated impact 
of not doing so; discuss alternatives con-
sidered, if any] 

CONCURRENCE: 

llllllllllllllllllllllll

Contracting Officer 
llllllllllllllllllllllll

Date 
llllllllllllllllllllllll

Legal Advisor 
llllllllllllllllllllllll

Date 

llllllllllllllllllllllll

APPROVAL/SIGNATURE: 

llllllllllllllllllllllll

Approving Official 

llllllllllllllllllllllll

Date 

(3) The determination may be made 
for an individual acquisition or on a 
class basis, as appropriate. The Con-
tracting Officer must ensure that the 
proper official makes the determina-
tion in question. There may already be 
a Department of State delegation of 
authority to a specific individual to 
make the determination. 

[59 FR 66752, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 60 
FR 39662, Aug. 3, 1995; 64 FR 43620, Aug. 11, 
1999; 69 FR 19330, Apr. 13, 2004; 71 FR 34839, 
June 16, 2006; 72 FR 45695, Aug. 15, 2007. Re-
designated and amended at 80 FR 6913, Feb. 9, 
2015] 

601.602 Contracting officers. 

601.602–1 Authority. 
(a) DOS contracts are awarded pursu-

ant to the foreign affairs management 
responsibilities conferred on the Sec-
retary of State (22 U.S.C. 2656), and the 
various laws, regulations, and Execu-
tive Orders relating thereto. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided by 
law, DOS regulations, and this DOSAR, 
the Procurement Executive has the au-
thority to execute, award, and admin-
ister contracts, purchase orders, other 
contractual arrangements, and other 
agreements, including FAR-covered 
interagency acquisition agreements, 
for the expenditure of funds involved in 
the acquisition of personal property, 
services, and for the sale of personal 
property. The Procurement Executive 
may further delegate this authority to 
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those DOS employees appointed or des-
ignated to the contracting activities 
enumerated in 601.601–70. 

(c) The contracting officer shall not 
award, modify, or terminate a contract 
unless all reviews, clearances, and ap-
provals prescribed in the FAR or the 
DOSAR have been obtained, and all ap-
plicable requirements of law, the FAR, 
the DOSAR, and other regulations have 
been met. 

[53 FR 26159, July 11, 1988, as amended at 55 
FR 5774, Feb. 16, 1990; 59 FR 66751, Dec. 28, 
1994; 72 FR 45695, Aug. 15, 2007; 81 FR 24707, 
Apr. 27, 2016] 

601.602–3 Ratification of unauthorized 
commitments. 

(b) Policy. (1) The Government gen-
erally is not bound by unauthorized 
commitments. Unauthorized commit-
ments violate the Federal Property and 
Administrative Services Act, other 
Federal laws, the FAR, the DOSAR, 
and proper acquisition practice. There-
fore, such unauthorized commitments 
are serious violations that could result 
in disciplinary action against the 
transgressor, e.g., withdrawal of a con-
tracting officer’s warrant or a Con-
tracting Officer’s Representative dele-
gation or collection action. 

(2)(i) Unauthorized commitments not 
exceeding $1,000. The head of the con-
tracting activity is delegated the au-
thority to serve as the ratifying offi-
cial for unauthorized commitments not 
exceeding $1,000, including unauthor-
ized commitments from other agencies 
where a DOS employee serves as the 
contracting officer for that action. The 
head of the contracting activity may 
refer any actions not exceeding $1,000 
to the DOS Procurement Executive for 
ratification if he or she so chooses. 

(ii) Unauthorized commitments ex-
ceeding $1,000. All DOS unauthorized 
commitments in excess of $1,000 shall 
be submitted to the DOS Procurement 
Executive for ratification. Unauthor-
ized commitments in excess of $1,000 
from other agencies may be referred to 
the other agency’s representative at 
post for resolution in accordance with 
that agency’s ratification process. 

(3) Claims. Unauthorized contractual 
commitments that would involve 
claims subject to resolution under the 
Contracts Dispute Act of 1978 shall be 

processed in accordance with FAR sub-
part 33.2 and subpart 633.2. 

(4) Disciplinary action. The Procure-
ment Executive may refer egregious 
cases of unauthorized commitments to 
HR/ER for possible disciplinary action 
in accordance with 3 FAM 4370 or 3 
FAM 4540. Examples might include re-
peated unauthorized commitments 
knowingly made by an employee; fail-
ure to take responsibility for a delib-
erate unauthorized commitment; or 
similar reasons. The Procurement Ex-
ecutive may revoke the appointment 
certificate of any contracting officer 
who makes an unauthorized commit-
ment. The Procurement Executive may 
direct a contracting officer to revoke 
the appointment memorandum of a 
Contracting Officer’s Representative or 
Government Technical Monitor who 
makes an unauthorized commitment. 

[80 FR 6914, Feb. 9, 2015] 

601.602–3–70 Procedures. 
(a)(1) The person who made the unau-

thorized commitment shall submit all 
records and documents concerning the 
unauthorized commitment to the con-
tracting officer assigned the ratifica-
tion action. That person shall provide a 
complete written, signed statement of 
the facts, including why normal acqui-
sition procedures were not followed; a 
statement justifying a sole source ac-
quisition (Justification for Other Than 
Full and Open Competition) if the un-
authorized commitment exceeds 
$100,000; why and how the vendor was 
selected; a list of other sources consid-
ered; a description of work or products; 
a statement regarding the status of 
performance; an estimated or agreed 
price; certified funding citations; a 
statement as to why he/she should not 
be personally liable for the cost, e.g., a 
public purpose was served and no per-
sonal benefit was received; a statement 
as to whether the individual has ever 
been responsible for any other unau-
thorized commitments in the Depart-
ment of State; and, a statement as to 
the number of unauthorized commit-
ments processed by the responsible of-
fice within the last three calendar 
years and the circumstances sur-
rounding each of these actions. 

(2) When the person who made the 
unauthorized contractual commitment 
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is no longer available to attest to the 
circumstances of the unauthorized 
commitment, an officer from the re-
sponsible office shall accomplish the 
requirements of this paragraph; the 
statement shall identify the individual 
responsible for the unauthorized com-
mitment. 

(3) In addition, a cognizant manage-
ment official from the office that em-
ployed the individual who made the un-
authorized commitment at the time 
the unauthorized commitment was 
made shall provide a statement detail-
ing actions that he/she will take to en-
sure that such commitments will not 
occur again under the same or similar 
circumstances. 

(4) This statement shall be cleared by 
the Executive Director of the Bureau 
that employs (or employed) the person 
who made the unauthorized commit-
ment. 

(b) The contracting officer assigned 
the ratification action shall prepare 
and execute a recommendation to the 
ratifying official. The contracting offi-
cer shall either recommend that the 
ratifying official approve and ratify 
the unauthorized commitment; or, dis-
approve the ratification of the unau-
thorized commitment. 

(1) The recommendation shall include 
the facts and circumstances of the un-
authorized commitment; the informa-
tion prescribed in FAR 1.602–3(c)(1) and 
(c)(3) through (6); and a recommenda-
tion to the ratifying official as to 
whether the unauthorized commitment 
should be ratified. 

(2) Following the signature of the 
contracting officer, the recommenda-
tion shall include a statement that the 
ratifying official could have granted 
authority to enter into a contractual 
commitment at the time it was made 
and still has the authority to do so; 
that the ratifying official hereby rati-
fies (or disapproves) the unauthorized 
commitment in the amount specified; 
and a date and signature block for the 
ratifying official. 

(c) The information required in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section shall be sup-
ported by factual findings included or 
referenced in the recommendation. 

(d) The contracting officer shall sub-
mit the complete file to the ratifying 
official. For actions exceeding $1,000, 

the file shall be submitted through the 
head of the contracting activity to the 
Procurement Executive. 

(e) Upon receipt and review of the 
complete file, if the ratifying official 
ratifies the unauthorized commitment, 
the file shall be returned, through the 
head of the contracting activity if the 
action exceeds $1,000, to the con-
tracting officer for issuance of the ap-
propriate contractual document(s). If 
the request for ratification is not justi-
fied, the ratifying official shall return 
the request to the head of the con-
tracting activity (if over $1,000) or to 
the contracting officer (if under $1,000) 
with a written explanation for the deci-
sion and a recommendation for disposi-
tion of the action. 

[80 FR 6914, Feb. 9, 2015] 

601.603 Selection, appointment, and 
termination of appointment for con-
tracting officers. 

601.603–1 General. 
Details of the Department’s acquisi-

tion career management program are 
described in 14 FAH–3, Acquisition Ca-
reer Management Program Handbook, 
which is available on the Internet at 
http://www.state.gov/m/a/dir/regs/fah/ 
14fah03/index.htm 

[72 FR 45695, Aug. 15, 2007, as amended at 80 
FR 6914, Feb. 9, 2015] 

601.603–3 Appointment. 
(a) General. There is no contracting 

officer authority conferred upon any 
DOS employee by virtue of position. 
The Procurement Executive appoints 
all DOS contracting officers, in con-
formance with FAR 1.603–3, with the 
one exception as noted in paragraph (b) 
of this section. The contracting officer 
shall retain the original copy of the 
Standard Form 1402, Certificate of Ap-
pointment, signed by the Procurement 
Executive. Only qualified employees 
shall be appointed as contracting offi-
cers. A/OPE is responsible for providing 
guidance and oversight in managing 
such appointments. 

(b) Temporary warrants. The Chief of 
Mission is delegated the authority by 
the Procurement Executive to issue 
temporary contracting officer warrants 
for periods up to 90 calendar days in 
order to cover emergency, post-specific 
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operational requirements (e.g., staffing 
gaps, medical evacuations, extended 
leave, etc.). These temporary appoint-
ments shall be executed on the Stand-
ard Form 1402, and a copy shall be fur-
nished to A/OPE. The warrant shall 
contain both a dollar limitation of no 
more than $100,000 and a specific time 
period (not to exceed 90 days) during 
which the warrant is effective. 

(c) Non-Federal employees. Only 
United States Government employees 
shall be appointed as contracting offi-
cers. For acquisitions at $25,000 and 
below only, this includes locally em-
ployed staff (i.e., Foreign Service Na-
tionals and Third Country nationals). 
Personal services contractors are not 
eligible for appointment as DOS con-
tracting officers. 

(d) Personal services agreements. Indi-
viduals who may sign personal services 
agreements (PSAs) are limited to the 
following: 

(1) The Human Resources Officer; 
(2) The Human Resources/Financial 

Management Officer; or, 
(3) The Management Officer or an 

American Foreign Service Officer des-
ignated to perform human resource 
functions. 

(e) Real property leases. The FAR and 
DOSAR do not apply to leases of real 
property. A contracting officer certifi-
cate of appointment is not required. 
Authority to sign real property leases 
is as follows: 

(1) Domestic real property leases. The 
General Services Administration has 
delegated domestic leasing authority 
to the Department of State’s Office of 
Real Property Management (A/OPR/ 
RPM). This delegation is accomplished 
on a case-by-case basis. 

(2) Real property leases abroad. Au-
thority to sign real property leases 
abroad is held by the Director/Chief Op-
erating Officer (DIR/COO) of the Bu-
reau of Overseas Buildings Operations 
(OBO), through the Secretary of State, 
under the Foreign Buildings Act of 
1926, as amended (22 U.S.C. 292 et seq.). 
Leases at post may be executed by the 
General Services Officer or by other 

post administrative personnel as au-
thorized by OBO. 

[59 FR 66752, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43620, Aug. 11, 1999; 69 FR 19330, Apr. 13, 
2004; 76 FR 30265, May 25, 2011; 80 FR 6914, 
Feb. 9, 2015] 

PART 602—DEFINITIONS OF WORDS 
AND TERMS 

Subpart 602.1—Definitions 

Sec. 
602.101 Definitions. 
602.101–70 DOSAR definitions. 

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 486(c); 22 U.S.C. 2658. 

SOURCE: 53 FR 26162, July 11, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart 602.1—Definitions 

602.101 Definitions. 

602.101–70 DOSAR definitions. 
For the purposes of the DOSAR, un-

less otherwise indicated, the following 
terms have the meanings set forth in 
this subpart. 

Chief of Mission means the principal 
officer in charge of a diplomatic mis-
sion of the United States or of a United 
States office abroad which is des-
ignated by the Secretary of State as 
diplomatic in nature, including any in-
dividual assigned under section 502(c) 
of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (Pub-
lic Law 96–465) to be temporarily in 
charge of such a mission or office. 

Consolidated Receiving Point or CRP; 
means the contractor under contract 
to a Despatch Agency to receive and 
prepare items for shipment to a post. 
The CRP receives, records, consoli-
dates, and packs items for shipment 
overseas under the direction of the 
Despatch Agency. 

Department or DOS means the Depart-
ment of State, including all of its ac-
tivities wherever located. 

Despatch Agency means the office re-
sponsible for the transportation of sup-
plies between the U.S. and posts within 
its specific geographic area as assigned 
by the Office of Logistics Operations. 
There are six Despatch Agencies, one 
each in Iselin, New Jersey; Baltimore, 
Maryland; Miami, Florida; Seattle, 
Washington; Brownsville, Texas; and 
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