
133 

Federal Acquisition Regulation 5.301 

(f) Notice of solicitation cancellation. 
Contracting officers may publish no-
tices of solicitation cancellations (or 
indefinite suspensions) of proposed con-
tract actions in the GPE. 

[68 FR 56678, Oct. 1, 2003, as amended at 69 FR 
25276, May 5, 2004; 71 FR 220, Jan. 3, 2006; 71 
FR 20298, Apr. 19, 2006; 72 FR 63086, Nov. 7, 
2007; 73 FR 10961, Feb. 28, 2008; 74 FR 14626, 
Mar. 31, 2009; 74 FR 40460, Aug. 11, 2009; 75 FR 
53165, Aug. 30, 2010; 76 FR 31398, May 31, 2011; 
79 FR 24197, Apr. 29, 2014; 80 FR 38308, July 2, 
2015; 82 FR 4713, Jan. 13, 2017; 83 FR 42572, 
Aug. 22, 2018; 84 FR 19841, May 6, 2019; 86 FR 
71325, Dec. 15, 2021] 

Subpart 5.3—Synopses of Contract 
Awards 

5.301 General. 
(a) Except for contract actions de-

scribed in paragraph (b) of this section 
and as provided in 5.003, contracting of-
ficers must synopsize through the GPE 
the following: 

(1) Contract awards exceeding $25,000 
that are— 

(i) Covered by the World Trade Orga-
nization Government Procurement 
Agreement or a Free Trade Agreement 
(see subpart 25.4); or 

(ii) Likely to result in the award of 
any subcontracts. However, the dollar 
threshold is not a prohibition against 
publicizing an award of a smaller 
amount when publicizing would be ad-
vantageous to industry or to the Gov-
ernment. 

(2) Certain contract actions greater 
than the simplified acquisition thresh-
old as follows— 

(i) Federal Supply Schedule (FSS) or-
ders or Blanket Purchase Agreements 
supported by a limited-source justifica-
tion (excluding brand name) in accord-
ance with 8.405–6; or 

(ii) Task or delivery orders awarded 
without providing fair opportunity in 
accordance with 16.505(b)(2). 

(3) A notice is not required under this 
section if the notice would disclose the 
executive agency’s needs and the dis-
closure of such needs would com-
promise the national security. 

(b) A notice is not required under 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section if— 

(1) The award results from accept-
ance of an unsolicited research pro-
posal that demonstrates a unique and 

innovative research concept and publi-
cation of any notice would disclose the 
originality of thought or innovative-
ness of the proposed research or would 
disclose proprietary information asso-
ciated with the proposal; 

(2) The award results from a proposal 
submitted under the Small Business In-
novation Development Act of 1982 (Pub. 
L. 97–219); 

(3) The contract action is an order 
placed under subpart 16.5 or 8.4, except 
see paragraph (a)(2) of this section; 

(4) The award is made for perishable 
subsistence supplies; 

(5) The award is for utility services, 
other than telecommunications serv-
ices, and only one source is available; 

(6) The contract action— 
(i) Is for an amount not greater than 

the simplified acquisition threshold; 
(ii) Was made through a means where 

access to the notice of proposed con-
tract action was provided through the 
GPE; and 

(iii) Permitted the public to respond 
to the solicitation electronically; or 

(7) The award is for the services of an 
expert to support the Federal Govern-
ment in any current or anticipated liti-
gation or dispute pursuant to the ex-
ception to full and open competition 
authorized at 6.302–3. 

(c) With respect to acquisitions cov-
ered by the World Trade Organization 
Government Procurement Agreement 
or a Free Trade Agreement, con-
tracting officers must submit synopses 
in sufficient time to permit their publi-
cation in the GPE not later than 60 
days after award. 

(d) Posting is required of the jus-
tifications for— 

(1) Contracts awarded using other 
than full and open competition in ac-
cordance with 6.305; 

(2) FSS orders or Blanket Purchase 
Agreements with an estimated value 
greater than the simplified acquisition 
threshold and supported by a limited- 
sources justification (see 8.405–6(a)); or 

(3) Task or delivery orders greater 
than the simplified acquisition thresh-
old and awarded without providing for 
fair opportunity in accordance with 
16.505(b)(2)(ii)(B) and (D). 

[76 FR 14551, Mar. 16, 2011] 
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