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Subpart 1601.1—Purpose,
Authority, Issuance

1601.101 Purpose.

(a) This subpart establishes chapter
16, Office of Personnel Management
Federal Employees Health Benefits Ac-
quisition Regulation, within title 48,
the Federal Acquisition Regulation
System, of the Code of Federal Regula-
tions. The short title of this regulation
shall be FEHBAR.

(b) The purpose of the FEHBAR is to
implement and supplement the Federal
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) specifi-
cally for acquiring and administering
contracts with health insurance car-
riers in the Federal Employees Health
Benefits Program (FEHBP).

1601.102 Authority.

(a) The FEHBAR is issued by the Di-
rector of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement in accordance with the au-
thority of 56 U.S.C. chapter 89 and other
applicable law and regulation.

(b) The FEHBAR does not replace or
incorporate regulations found at 5 CFR

part 890, which provides the sub-
stantive policy guidance for adminis-
tration of the FEHBP under 5 U.S.C.
Chapter 89. The following is the order
of precedence in interpreting a con-
tract provision under the FEHBP:

(1) 5 U.S.C. Chapter 89;

(2) 5 CFR part 890;

(3) 48 CFR Chapters 1 and 16;

(4) The FEHBP contract.

[62 FR 16037, May 1, 1987, as amended at 59
FR 14764, Mar. 30, 1994]

1601.103 Applicability.

The FAR is generally applicable to
contracts negotiated in the FEHBP
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. chapter 89. The
FEHBAR implements and supplements
the FAR where necessary to identify
basic and significant acquisition poli-
cies unique to the FEHBP.

1601.104 Issuance.

1601.104-1 Publication and code ar-
rangement.

(a) The FEHBAR and its subsequent
changes are published in

(1) Daily issues of the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER; and

(2) Cumulative form of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

(b) The FEHBAR is issued as chapter
16 of title 48 of the Code of Federal
Regulations.

1601.104-2 Arrangement of regulation.

(a) General. The FEHBAR conforms
with the arrangement and numbering
system prescribed by FAR 1.104. How-
ever, when a FAR part or subpart is
adequate for use without further OPM
implementation or supplementation,
there will be mno corresponding
FEHBAR ©part, subpart, etc. The
FEHBAR is to be used in conjunction
with the FAR and the order for use is:

(1) FAR;

(2) FEHBAR.

(b) Citation. (1) In formal documents,
such as legal briefs, citation of chapter
16 material that has been published in
the FEDERAL REGISTER will be to title
48 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(2) In informal documents, any sec-
tion of chapter 16 may be identified as
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1601.106

“FEHBAR”
number.

followed by the section

1601.106 OMB approval under the Pa-
perwork Reduction Act.

The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980
(Pub. L. 96-511) requires Federal agen-
cies to obtain approval from the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) be-
fore collecting information from ten or
more members of the public. The infor-
mation collection and recordkeeping
requirements contained in this regula-
tion have been approved by the OMB.
The following OMB control numbers
apply.

Provision Control No.
FEHBAR 1604.705 .......cocoieiiiiiicieccene 3206-0145
FAR 9.1 e 3206-0145

[62 FR 16037, May 1, 1987. Redesignated at 70
FR 31378, June 1, 2005]

Subpart 1601.3—Agency
Acquisition Regulation (FEHBAR)

1601.301 Policy.

(a) Procedures, contract clauses, and
other aspects of the acquisition process
for contracts in the FEHBP shall be
consistent with the principles of the
FAR. Changes to the FAR that are oth-
erwise authorized by statute or appli-
cable regulation, dictated by the prac-
tical realities associated with the
unique nature of health care procure-
ments, or necessary to satisfy specific
needs of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement shall be implemented as
amendments to the FEHBAR and pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER, Or as
deviations to the FAR in accordance
with FAR subpart 1.4.

(b) Internal procedures, instructions,
and guides that are necessary to clarify
or implement the FEHBAR within OPM
may be issued by agency officials spe-
cifically designated by the Director,
OPM. Normally, such designations will
be specified in the OPM Administrative
Manual, which is routinely available to
agency employees and will be made
available to interested outside parties
upon request. Clarifying or imple-
menting procedures, instructions, and
guides issued pursuant to this section
of the FEHBAR must—

48 CFR Ch. 16 (10-1-24 Edition)

(1) Be consistent with the policies
and procedures contained in this regu-
lation as implemented and supple-
mented from time to time; and

(2) Follow the format, arrangement,
and numbering system of this regula-
tion to the extent practicable.

PART 1602—DEFINITIONS OF
WORDS AND TERMS

Sec.
1602.000-70 Scope of part.

Subpart 1602.1—Definitions of FEHBP Terms

1602.170 Definition of terms.

1602.170-1 Carrier.

1602.170-2 Community rate.

1602.170-3 Comprehensive medical plan.

1602.170-4 Contractor.

1602.170-5 Cost or pricing data.

1602.170-6 Director.

1602.170-7 Experience rate.

1602.170-8 FEHBP.

1602.170-9 Health benefits plan.

1602.170-10 Letter of credit.

1602.170-11 Negotiated benefits contracts.

1602.170-12 OPM.

1602.170-13 Similarly
groups.

1602.170-14 FEHB-specific medical loss ratio
threshold calculation.

1602.170-15 Subcontractor.

1602.170-16 Large Provider Agreement.

1602.170-17 Postal Service.

1602.170-18 Postal Service annuitant.

1602.170-19 Postal Service employee.

1602.170-20 PSHB carrier.

1602.170-21 PSHB plan.

1602.170-22 PSHB Program.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 8903c and 8913; 40
U.S.C. 486(c); 48 CFR 1.301.

SOURCE: 52 FR 16038, May 1, 1987, unless
otherwise noted.

sized subscriber

1602.000-70 Scope of part.

This part defines words and terms
commonly used in this regulation.

Subpart 1602.1—Definitions of
FEHBP Terms

1602.170 Definition of terms.

In this chapter, unless otherwise in-
dicated, the following terms have the
meaning set forth in this subpart.

1602.170-1 Carrier.

Carrier means a voluntary associa-
tion, corporation, partnership, or other
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