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at or below the small purchase limita-
tion is optional and may be accom-
plished at the discretion of the ratify-
ing official.

(d) Paid Advertisements. (1) EPA is
generally not authorized to ratify im-
properly ordered paid advertisements.
The ratifying official, however, may
determine payment is proper subject to
the limitations in FAR 1.602-3(c) if the
individual responsible for the unau-
thorized commitment acted in good
faith to comply with Agency acquisi-
tion policies and procedures.

(2) The paying office shall forward in-
voice claims received in its office for
improper paid advertisements to the
cognizant ratifying official for a deter-
mination regarding ratification of the
action.

(3) If the ratifying official determines
that an unauthorized commitment can-
not be ratified by the Agency, the rati-
fying official shall instruct the sub-
mitter to present its claim to the Gen-
eral Accounting Office in accordance
with the instructions contained in 4
CFR part 31, Claims Against the United
States, General Procedures.

(e) Payment of Properly Ratified
Claims. After the unauthorized commit-
ment is ratified, the Contractor must
submit an invoice (or resubmit an in-
voice if one was previously submitted)
citing the appropriate contract or pur-
chase order number.

[66 FR 18340, May 2, 1990, as amended at 59
FR 18976, Apr. 21, 1994; 60 FR 38505, July 27,
1995; 61 FR 57337, Nov. 6, 1996; 62 FR 33572,
June 20, 1997; 656 FR 37291, June 14, 2000; 65 FR
80792, Dec. 22, 2000; 67 FR 5072, Feb. 4, 2002; 80
FR 75951, Dec. 7, 2015]

1501.603 Selection, appointment, and
termination of appointment.

1501.603-1 General.

EPA Contracting Officers shall be se-
lected and appointed and their appoint-
ments terminated in accordance with
the Contracting Officer warrant pro-
gram specified in EPA Acquisition
Guide (EPAAG) subsection 1.6.4.

[82 FR 33018, July 19, 2017]
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AND TERMS

Subpart 1502.1—Definitions

Sec.
1502.100 Definitions.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; Sec. 205(c), 63
Stat. 390, as amended, 40 U.S.C. 486(c); and 41
U.S.C. 418b.

Subpart 1502.1—Definitions

1502.100 Definitions.

Chief of the Contracting Office (CCO)
means the Office of Acquisition Man-
agement Division Directors at Head-
quarters, Research Triangle Park and
Cincinnati. For purposes of ratification
authority only, CCO also includes Re-
gional Acquisition Managers. (See
1501.602-3(b)(3) for the criteria for this
ratification authority).

Commercial supplier agreements (CSAS)
mean terms and conditions custom-
arily offered to the public by vendors of
supplies or services that meet the defi-
nition of ‘“‘commercial item” set forth
in FAR 2.101 and intended to create a
binding legal obligation on the end
user. CSAs are common in information
technology acquisitions, including ac-
quisitions of commercial computer
software and commercial technical
data, and they may apply to any supply
or service. CSAs may apply regardless
of the format or style of the document
(for example, a CSA may be styled as
standard terms of sale or lease, Terms of
Service (TOS), End User License Agree-
ment (EULA), or another similar legal
instrument or agreement, and may be
presented as part of a proposal or
quotation responding to a solicitation
for a contract or order). CSAs may also
apply regardless of the media or deliv-
ery mechanism used (for example, a
CSA may be presented as one or more
paper documents, or may appear on a
computer or other electronic device
screen during a purchase, software in-
stallation, product delivery, registra-
tion for a service, or other trans-
action).

Head of the Contracting Activity (HCA)
means the Director, Office of Acquisi-
tion Management.



Environmental Protection Agency

Senior Procurement Executive (SPE)
means the Director, Office of Acquisi-
tion Management.

[67 FR 5072, Feb. 4, 2002, as amended at 80 FR
75951, Dec. 7, 2015; 86 FR 55712, Oct. 7, 2021]

PART 1503—IMPROPER BUSINESS
PRACTICES AND  PERSONAL
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1503.601 Policy.

1503.602 Exceptions.

1503.670 Disclosure provision.
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Business Ethics and Conduct

1503.1002
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AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301 and 41 U.S.C. 1707.

SOURCE: 81 FR 31178, May 18, 2016, unless
otherwise noted.

Policy.
Requirements.
Contract clause.
Scientific integrity.
Contract clause.

1503.000 Scope of part.

This part implements FAR part 3,
cites EPA regulations on employee re-
sponsibilities and conduct, establishes
responsibility for reporting violations
and related actions, and provides for
authorization of exceptions to policy.

1503.104-4

Subpart 1503.1—Safeguards

1503.101-370 Financial conflicts of in-
terest and loss of impartiality.

(a) Each EPA employee (including
special government employees as de-
fined by 18 U.S.C. 202 and 1503.600-71(b))
engaged in source evaluation and selec-
tion is required to abide by and be fa-
miliar with the conflict of interest
statutes codified in Title 18 of the
United States Code, as well as the
Standards of Ethical Conduct for Em-
ployees of the Executive Branch, 5 CFR
part 2635.

(b) Pursuant to the financial conflict
of interest statute, 18 U.S.C. 208 and 5
CFR part 2635, subparts D and E, each
employee must abide by ethics require-
ments regarding financial conflict of
interest and impartiality in performing
official duties. The employee shall in-
form his or her Deputy Ethics Official
and the Source Selection Authority
(SSA) in writing if his/her participa-
tion in the source evaluation and selec-
tion process may raise possible or ap-
parent conflict of interest or impar-
tiality concerns. The employee must
cease work on the source evaluation
and selection process until the appro-
priate ethics official makes a deter-
mination. Please note that only the Of-
fice of General Counsel can direct em-
ployees to divest of financial interests
or to recommend any waivers of the fi-
nancial conflict of interest standards.

1503.104-4 Disclosure, protection, and
marking of contractor bid or pro-
posal information and source selec-
tion information.

(a)(1) The Chief of the Contracting
Office (CCO) is the designated official
to make the decision whether support
contractors are used in proposal eval-
uation (as authorized at FAR 15.305(c)
and restricted at FAR 37.203(d)).

(2) The following written certifi-
cation and agreement shall be obtained
from non-Government evaluator prior
to the release of any proposal to that
evaluator:

“Certification on the Use and
Disclosure of Proposals’
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