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Federal Communications Commission § 80.15 

October 9, 2009, IBR approved for 
§ 80.277. 

(4) RTCM Standard 12301.1 (‘‘RTCM 
12301’’), ‘‘VHF–FM Digital Small Mes-
sage Services,’’ July 10, 2009, IBR ap-
proved for § 80.364(a). 

[76 FR 67607, Nov. 2, 2011, as amended at 79 
FR 77918, Dec. 29, 2014; 81 FR 90745, 90746, Dec. 
15, 2016; 85 FR 64409, Oct. 13, 2020; 88 FR 21449, 
Apr. 10, 2023] 

Subpart B—Applications and 
Licenses 

§ 80.11 Scope. 

This subpart contains the procedures 
and requirements for the filing of ap-
plications for licenses to operate radio 
facilities in the maritime services. part 
1 of the Commission’s rules contains 
the general rules of practice and proce-
dure applicable to proceedings before 
the FCC. 

§ 80.13 Station license required. 

(a) Except as noted in paragraph (c) 
of this section, stations in the mari-
time service must be licensed by the 
FCC either individually or by fleet. 

(b) One ship station license will be 
granted for operation of all maritime 
services transmitting equipment on 
board a vessel. Radiotelegraph and nar-
row-band directing-printing equipment 
will not be authorized, however, unless 
specifically requested by the applicant. 

(c) A ship station is licensed by rule 
and does not need an individual license 
issued by the FCC if the ship station is 
not subject to the radio equipment car-
riage requirements of any statute, 
treaty or agreement to which the 
United States is signatory, the ship 
station does not travel to foreign ports, 
and the ship station does not make 
international communications. A ship 
station licensed by rule is authorized 
to transmit radio signals using a ma-
rine radio operating in the 156–162 MHz 
band, any type of AIS, any type of 
EPIRB, and any type of radar installa-
tion. All other transmissions must be 
authorized under a ship station license. 
Even though an individual license is 
not required, a ship station licensed by 
rule must be operated in accordance 
with all applicable operating require-

ments, procedures, and technical speci-
fications found in this part. 

[61 FR 58010, Nov. 12, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 40304, July 28, 1997; 71 FR 60074, Oct. 12, 
2006] 

§ 80.15 Eligibility for station license. 

(a) General. A station license cannot 
be granted to or held by a foreign gov-
ernment or its representative. 

(b) Public coast stations and Alaska- 
public fixed stations. A station license 
for a public coast station or an Alaska- 
public fixed station cannot be granted 
to or held by: 

(1) Any alien or the representative of 
any alien; 

(2) Any foreign government or its 
representative; 

(3) Any corporation organized under 
the laws of any foreign government; 

(4) Any corporation of which more 
than one-fifth of the capital stock is 
owned of record or voted by aliens or 
their representatives or by a foreign 
government or its representative, or by 
a corporation organized under the laws 
of a foreign country; or 

(5) Any corporation directly or indi-
rectly controlled by any other corpora-
tion of which more than one-fourth of 
the capital stock is owned of record or 
voted by aliens, their representatives, 
or by a foreign government or its rep-
resentatives, or by any corporation or-
ganized under the laws of a foreign 
country, if the Commission finds that 
the public interest will be served by 
the refusal or revocation of such li-
cense. 

(c) Private coast and marine utility sta-
tions. The supplemental eligibility re-
quirements for private coast and ma-
rine utility stations are contained in 
§ 80.501(a). 

(d) Ship stations. A ship station li-
cense may only be granted to: 

(1) The owner or operator of the ves-
sel; 

(2) A subsidiary communications cor-
poration of the owner or operator of 
the vessel; 

(3) A State or local government sub-
division; or 

(e) A 406.0–406.1 MHz EPIRB may be 
used by any ship required by U.S. Coast 
Guard regulations to carry an EPIRB 
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