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(e) Subject to the terms of this para-
graph (e), the relocation of Existing Li-
censees will be carried out by MSS li-
censees in the following manner:

(1) Existing Licensees and MSS li-
censees may negotiate individually or
collectively for relocation of Existing
Licensees to one of the channel plans
specified in §74.602(a)(3) of this chapter.
Parties may not decline to negotiate,
though Existing Licensees may decline
to be relocated.

(i) MSS licensees may relocate all
Existing Licensees in Nielsen Des-
ignated Market Areas (DMAs) 1-30, as
such DMAs existed on September 6,
2000, and all fixed stations operating in
the 1990-2025 MHz band on a primary
basis, except those Existing Licensees
that decline relocation. Such reloca-
tion negotiations shall be conducted as
“mandatory negotiations,” as that
term is used in §101.73 of this chapter.
If these parties are unable to reach a
negotiated agreement, MSS Licensees
may involuntarily relocate such Exist-
ing Licensees and fixed stations after
December 8, 2004.

(ii) [Reserved]

(iii) On the date that the first MSS
licensee begins operations in the 2000-
2020 MHz band, a one-year mandatory
negotiation period begins between MSS
licensees and Existing Licensees in
Nielsen DMAs 31-210, as such DMAS ex-
isted on September 6, 2000. After the
end of the mandatory negotiation pe-
riod, MSS licensees may involuntary
relocate any Existing Licensees with
which they have been unable to reach a
negotiated agreement. As described
elsewhere in this paragraph (e), MSS
Licensees are obligated to relocate
these Existing Licensees within the
specified three- and five-year time peri-
ods.

(2) Before negotiating with MSS 1li-
censees, Existing Licensees in Nielsen
Designated Market Areas where there
is a BAS frequency coordinator must
coordinate and select a band plan for
the market area. If an Existing Li-
censee wishes to operate in the 2025-
2110 MHz band using the channels A03-
A07 as specified in the Table in
§74.602(a) of this part, then all licensees
within that Existing Licensee’s market
must agree to such operation and all
must operate on a secondary basis to
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any licensee operating on the channel
plan specified in §74.602(a)(3) of this
part. All negotiations must produce so-
lutions that adhere to the market
area’s band plan.

(3)-(4) [Reserved]

(5) As of the date the first MSS li-
censee begins operations in the 1990-
2025 MHz band, MSS Licensees must re-
locate Existing Licensees in DMAs 31—
100, as they existed as of September 6,
2000, within three years, and in the re-
maining DMASs, as they existed as of
September 6, 2000, within five years.

(6) On December 9, 2013, all Existing
Licensees will become secondary in the
1990-2025 MHz band. Upon written de-
mand by any MSS licensee, Existing
Licensees must cease operations in the
19902025 MHz band within six months.

[66 FR 48180, Aug. 7, 2000, as amended at 67
FR 53756, Aug. 19, 2002; 68 FR 68252, Dec. 8,
2003; 69 FR 62621, Oct. 27, 2004; 69 FR 67836,
Nov. 22, 2004; 74 FR 29613, June 23, 2009]

Subpart G—Low Power TV and TV
Translator Stations

§74.701 Definitions.

(a) Television broadcast translator sta-
tion. A station in the broadcast service
operated for the purpose of retransmit-
ting the programs and signals of a tele-
vision broadcast station, without sig-
nificantly altering any characteristic
of the original signal other than its fre-
quency and amplitude, for the purpose
of providing television reception to the
general public.

(b) Primary station. The television
station which provides the programs
and signals being retransmitted by a
television broadcast translator station.

(c) Analog to Digital Replacement
Translator (DRT). A television trans-
lator licensed to a full power television
station that allows it to restore service
to any loss areas that may have oc-
curred as a result of its transition from
analog to digital.

(d) Digital to Digital Replacement
Translator (DTDRT). A television trans-
lator licensed to a full power television
station that allows it to restore service
to any loss areas that may have oc-
curred as a result of the station being
assigned a new channel pursuant to the
Incentive Auction and repacking proc-
ess.
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(e) [Reserved]

(f) Low power TV station. A station
authorized under the provisions of this
subpart that may retransmit the pro-
grams and signals of a TV broadcast
station and that may originate pro-
gramming in any amount greater than
30 seconds per hour and/or operates a
subscription service. (See §73.641 of
part 73 of this chapter.)

(g) [Reserved]

(h) Local origination. Program origi-
nation if the parameters of the pro-
gram source signal, as it reaches the
transmitter site, are under the control
of the low power TV station licensee.
Transmission of TV program signals
generated at the transmitter site con-
stitutes local origination. Local origi-
nation also includes transmission of
programs reaching the transmitter site
via TV STL stations, but does not in-
clude transmission of signals obtained
from either terrestrial or satellite
microwave feeds or low power TV sta-
tions.

(i) [Reserved]

(j) Television broadcast translator sta-
tion (““TV translator station’’). A station
operated for the purpose of retransmit-
ting the programs and signals of a tele-
vision broadcast station, without sig-
nificantly altering any characteristic
of the original signal other than its fre-
quency, for the purpose of providing
television reception to the general pub-
lic.

(k) Low power TV station (“LPTV sta-
tion’’). A station authorized under the
provisions of this subpart that may re-
transmit the programs and signals of a
television broadcast station, may origi-
nate programming in any amount
greater than 30 seconds per hour for the
purpose of providing television recep-
tion to the general public and, subject
to a minimum video program service
requirement, may offer services of an
ancillary or supplementary nature, in-
cluding subscription-based services.
(See §74.790.)

(1) Digital program origination. For
purposes of this part, digital program
origination shall be any transmissions
other than the simultaneous retrans-
mission of the programs and signals of
a TV or DTV broadcast station or
transmissions related to service offer-
ings of an ancillary or supplementary
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nature. Origination shall include lo-
cally generated television program sig-
nals and program signals obtained via
video recordings (tapes and discs),
microwave, common carrier circuits,
or other sources.

(m) Existing low power television or tel-

evision translator station. When used in
this subpart, the terms existing low
power television and existing tele-
vision translator station refer to a low
power television station or television
translator station that is either Ili-
censed or has a valid construction per-
mit.
[28 FR 13722, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 43
FR 1951, Jan. 13, 1978; 47 FR 21497, May 18,
1982; 48 FR 21486, May 12, 1983; 52 FR 7422,
Mar. 11, 1987; 52 FR 31403, Aug. 20, 1987; 62 FR
26720, May 14, 1997; 69 FR 69331, Nov. 29, 2004;
87 FR 58202, Sept. 23, 2022]

§74.702 Channel assignments.

(a) An applicant for a new low power
TV or TV translator station or for
changes in the facilities of an author-
ized station shall endeavor to select a
channel on which its operation is not
likely to cause interference. The appli-
cations must be specific with regard to
the channel requested. Only one chan-
nel will be assigned to each station.

(1) Any one of the 12 standard VHF
Channels (2 to 13 inclusive) may be as-
signed to a low power TV or TV trans-
lator station.

(2) Any one of the UHF Channels
from 14 to 36, inclusive, may be as-
signed to a low power TV or TV trans-
lator station. In accordance with
§73.603(c) of this chapter, Channel 37
will not be assigned to such stations.

(b) Changes in the Table of TV Allot-
ments (§73.622(j) of this chapter), au-
thorizations to construct new full
power television stations or to author-
izations to change facilities of existing
such stations, may be made without re-
gard to existing or proposed low power
TV or TV translator stations. Where
such a change results in a low power
TV or TV translator station causing
actual interference to reception of the
full power television station, the 1li-
censee or permittee of the low power
TV or TV translator station shall
eliminate the interference or file an
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