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Federal Communications Commission § 73.609 

Subpart E—Television Broadcast 
Stations 

§ 73.601 Scope of subpart. 
This subpart contains the rules and 

regulations (including engineering 
standards) governing TV broadcast sta-
tions, including noncommercial edu-
cational TV broadcast stations and, 
where indicated, low power TV and TV 
translator stations in the United 
States, its Territories and possessions. 
TV broadcast, low power TV, and TV 
translator stations are assigned chan-
nels 6 MHz wide, designated as set 
forth in § 73.603(a). 

[47 FR 21494, May 18, 1982] 

§ 73.602 Cross reference to rules in 
other parts. 

See § 73.1010. 

[43 FR 32781, July 28, 1978] 

§ 73.603 Numerical designation of tele-
vision channels. 

(a) 

Channel No. 
Frequency 

band 
(MHz) 

2 ........................................................................... 54–60 
3 ........................................................................... 60–66 
4 ........................................................................... 66–72 
5 ........................................................................... 76–82 
6 ........................................................................... 82–88 
7 ........................................................................... 174–180 
8 ........................................................................... 180–186 
9 ........................................................................... 186–192 
10 ......................................................................... 192–198 
11 ......................................................................... 198–204 
12 ......................................................................... 204–210 
13 ......................................................................... 210–216 
14 ......................................................................... 470–476 
15 ......................................................................... 476–482 
16 ......................................................................... 482–488 
17 ......................................................................... 488–494 
18 ......................................................................... 494–500 
19 ......................................................................... 500–506 
20 ......................................................................... 506–512 
21 ......................................................................... 512–518 
22 ......................................................................... 518–524 
23 ......................................................................... 524–530 
24 ......................................................................... 530–536 
25 ......................................................................... 536–542 
26 ......................................................................... 542–548 
27 ......................................................................... 548–554 
28 ......................................................................... 554–560 
29 ......................................................................... 560–566 
30 ......................................................................... 566–572 
31 ......................................................................... 572–578 
32 ......................................................................... 578–584 
33 ......................................................................... 584–590 
34 ......................................................................... 590–596 
35 ......................................................................... 596–602 
36 ......................................................................... 602–608 
37 ......................................................................... 608–614 

(b) [Reserved] 
(c) Channel 37, 608–614 MHz is re-

served exclusively for the radio astron-
omy service. 

(d) In Hawaii, the frequency band 488– 
494 MHz is allocated for non-broadcast 
use. This frequency band (Channel 17) 
will not be assigned in Hawaii for use 
by television broadcast stations. 

[28 FR 13660, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 35 
FR 11179, July 11, 1970; 39 FR 10576, Mar. 21, 
1974; 47 FR 16789, Apr. 20, 1982; 47 FR 30068, 
July 12, 1982; 47 FR 35989, Aug. 18, 1982; 51 FR 
18450, May 20, 1986; 70 FR 46676, Aug. 10, 2005; 
86 FR 66195, Nov. 22, 2021] 

§ 73.606 Table of allotments. 
The table of allotments set forth in 

§ 73.622(j) contains the channels des-
ignated for the listed communities in 
the United States, its Territories, and 
possessions. Channels designated with 
an asterisk are assigned for use by non-
commercial educational broadcast sta-
tions only. 

[86 FR 66195, Nov. 22, 2021] 

§ 73.609 Zones. 
(a) For the purpose of allotment and 

assignment, the United States is di-
vided into three zones as follows: 

(1) Zone I consists of that portion of 
the United States located within the 
confines of the following lines drawn 
on the U.S. Albers Equal Area Projec-
tion Map (based on standard parallels 
291⁄2° and 451⁄2°; North American datum): 
Beginning at the most easterly point 
on the State boundary line between 
North Carolina and Virginia; thence in 
a straight line to a point on the Vir-
ginia-West Virginia boundary line lo-
cated at north latitude 37°49′ and west 
longitude 80°12′30″; thence westerly 
along the southern boundary lines of 
the States of West Virginia, Ohio, Indi-
ana, and Illinois to a point at the junc-
tion of the Illinois, Kentucky, and Mis-
souri State boundary lines; thence 
northerly along the western boundary 
line of the State of Illinois to a point 
at the junction of the Illinois, Iowa, 
and Wisconsin State boundary lines; 
thence easterly along the northern 
State boundary line of Illinois to the 
90th meridian; thence north along this 
meridian to the 43.5° parallel; thence 
east along this parallel to the United 
States-Canada border; thence southerly 
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