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(2) Schools and libraries eligible for a
95 percent discount shall receive first
priority for the funds. The Adminis-
trator shall next allocate funds toward
the requests submitted by schools and
libraries eligible for an 90 percent dis-
count, then for a 85 percent discount,
and shall continue committing funds in
the same manner to the applicants at
each descending discount level until
there are no funds remaining. If the re-
maining funds are not sufficient to sup-
port all of the funding requests within
a particular discount level, the Admin-
istrator shall allocate funds at that
discount level using the percentage of
students eligible for the National
School Lunch Program.

§54.1709 Availability period of the
Emergency Connectivity Fund.

The Emergency Connectivity Fund
was established by Congress in the
United States Treasury through an ap-
propriation of $7.171 billion, to remain
available until September 30, 2030.

§54.1710 Emergency Connectivity
Fund requests for funding.

(a) Filing of the FCC Form 471. An eli-
gible school, library, or consortium
that includes an eligible school or li-
brary seeking to receive Emergency
Connectivity Fund support for eligible
equipment and services under this sub-
part shall submit a completed FCC
Form 471 to the Administrator.

(1) The FCC Form 471 shall be signed
by the person authorized to order eligi-
ble services for the eligible school, 1li-
brary, or consortium and shall include
that person’s certification under pen-
alty of perjury that:

(i) “I am authorized to submit this
application on behalf of the above-
named applicant and that based on in-
formation known to me or provided to
me by employees responsible for the
data being submitted, I hereby certify
that the data set forth in this applica-
tion has been examined and is true, ac-
curate and complete. I acknowledge
that any false statement on this appli-
cation or on other documents sub-
mitted by this applicant can be pun-
ished by fine or forfeiture under the
Communications Act (47 U.S.C. 502,
503(b)), or fine or imprisonment under
Title 18 of the United States Code (18
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U.S.C. 1001), or can lead to liability
under the False Claims Act (31 U.S.C.
3729-3733).”

(ii) ““In addition to the foregoing, this
applicant is in compliance with the
rules and orders governing the Emer-
gency Connectivity Fund Program, and
I acknowledge that failure to be in
compliance and remain in compliance
with those rules and orders may result
in the denial of funding, cancellation of
funding commitments, and/or
recoupment of past disbursements. I
acknowledge that failure to comply
with the rules and orders governing the
Emergency Connectivity Fund Pro-
gram could result in civil or criminal
prosecution by law enforcement au-
thorities.”

(iii) ““‘By signing this application, I
certify that the information contained
in this application is true, complete,
and accurate, and the projected ex-
penditures, disbursements and cash re-
ceipts are for the purposes and objec-
tives set forth in the terms and condi-
tions of the Federal award. I am aware
that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent
information, or the omission of any
material fact, may subject me to
criminal, civil or administrative pen-
alties for fraud, false statements, false
claims or otherwise. (U.S. Code Title
18, sections 1001, 286-287 and 1341 and
Title 31, sections 3729-3730 and 3801-
3812).”

(iv) The school meets the statutory
definition of ‘‘elementary school’ or
‘“‘secondary school’”” as defined in
§54.1700, does not operate as for-profit
businesses, and does not have endow-
ments exceeding $50 million.

(v) The library or library consortia
eligible is for assistance from a State
library administrative agency under
the Library Services and Technology
Act, does not operate as for-profit busi-
nesses, and their budgets are com-
pletely separate from any school (in-
cluding, but not limited to, elementary
and secondary schools, colleges, and
universities).

(vi) The school, library, or consortia
listed on the FCC Form 471 application
has complied with all applicable state,
local, or Tribal local laws regarding
procurement of services for which sup-
port is being sought.
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(vii) The school or school consortium
listed on the FCC Form 471 application
is only seeking support for eligible
equipment and/or services provided to
students and school staff who would
otherwise lack connected devices and/
or broadband services sufficient to en-
gage in remote learning.

(viii) The library or library consor-
tium listed on the FCC Form 471 appli-
cation is only seeking support for eligi-
ble equipment and/or services provided
to library patrons who have signed and
returned a statement that the library
patron would otherwise lack access to
equipment or services sufficient to
meet the patron’s educational needs if
not for the use of the equipment or
service being provided by the library.

(ix) The school, library, or consortia
is not seeking Emergency Connectivity
Fund support or reimbursement for eli-
gible equipment or services that have
been purchased and reimbursed in full
with other Federal pandemic-relief
funding, targeted state funding, other
external sources of targeted funding or
targeted gifts, or eligible for discounts
from the schools and libraries uni-
versal service support mechanism or
other universal service support mecha-
nism.

(x) The applicant or the relevant stu-
dent, school staff member, or library
patron has received, or the applicant
has ordered or will order, the equip-
ment and services for which funding is
sought.

(xi) The equipment and services the
school, library, or consortium pur-
chases or will purchase using Emer-
gency Connectivity Fund support will
be used primarily for educational pur-
poses and will not be sold, resold, or
transferred in consideration for money
or any other thing of value, except as
allowed by §54.1713.

(xii) The school, library, or consor-
tium will create and maintain an
equipment and service inventory as re-
quired by §54.1715.

(xiii) The school, library, or consor-
tium has complied with all program
rules and acknowledge that failure to
do so may result in denial of discount
funding and/or recovery of funding.

(xiv) The applicant recognizes that it
may be audited pursuant to its applica-
tion, that it will retain for ten years

§54.1710

any and all records related to its appli-
cation, and that, if audited, it shall
produce shall records at the request of
any representative (including any audi-
tor) appointed by a state education de-
partment, the Administrator, the Com-
mission and its Office of Inspector Gen-
eral, or any local, state, or Federal
agency with jurisdiction over the enti-
ty.

(xv) No kickbacks, as defined in 41
U.S.C. 8701 and/or 42 U.S.C. 1320a-T7b,
were paid or received by the applicant
to anyone in connection with the
Emergency Connectivity Fund.

(2) Applicants seeking support for
new network construction or end-user
equipment for datacasting services
through the Emergency Connectivity
Fund must also certify under penalty
of perjury that they sought service
from existing service providers in the
relevant area and that such service
providers were unable or unwilling to
provide broadband internet access serv-
ices sufficient to meet the remote
learning needs of their students, school
staff, or library patrons.

(3) All information submitted as part
of an FCC Form 471 application shall be
treated as public and non-confidential
by the Administrator.

(b) Service substitution. (1) A request
by an applicant to substitute equip-
ment or service for one identified on its
FCC Form 471 must be in writing.

(2) The Administrator shall approve
such written request where:

(i) The equipment or service has the
same functionality; and

(ii) This substitution does not violate
any contract provisions or state, local,
or Tribal procurement law.

(3) In the event that an equipment or
service substitution results in a change
in the amount of support, support shall
be based on the lower of either the
price for the equipment or service for
which support was originally requested
or the price of the new, substituted
equipment or service. Reimbursement
for substitutions shall only be provided
after the Administrator has approved a
written request for substitution.

(c) Mixed eligibility equipment and serv-
ices. If equipment or service includes
both ineligible and eligible compo-
nents, the applicant must remove the
cost of the ineligible components of the
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equipment or service from the request
for funding submitted to the Adminis-
trator.

[86 FR 29158, May 28, 2021, as amended at 86
FR 38570, July 22, 2021; 86 FR 41409, Aug. 2,
2021]

§54.1711 Emergency Connectivity
Fund requests for reimbursement.

(a) Submission of request for reimburse-
ment (FCC Form 472 or FCC Form 474).
Emergency Connectivity Fund Pro-
gram reimbursement for the costs asso-
ciated with eligible equipment and/or
services shall be provided directly to
an eligible school, library, consortium
that includes an eligible school or li-
brary, or service provider seeking re-
imbursement from the HEmergency
Connectivity Fund Program upon sub-
mission and approval of a completed
FCC Form 472 (Billed Entity Applicant
Reimbursement Form) or a completed
FCC Form 474 (Service Provider In-
voice) to the Administrator.

(1) The FCC Form 472 shall be signed
by the person authorized to submit re-
quests for reimbursement for the eligi-
ble school, library, or consortium and
shall include that person’s certification
under penalty of perjury that:

(i) “I am authorized to submit this
request for reimbursement on behalf of
the above-named school, library or con-
sortium and that based on information
known to me or provided to me by em-
ployees responsible for the data being
submitted, I hereby certify that the
data set forth in this request for reim-
bursement has been examined and is
true, accurate and complete. I ac-
knowledge that any false statement on
this request for reimbursement or on
other documents submitted by this
school, library or consortium can be
punished by fine or forfeiture under the
Communications Act (47 U.S.C. 502,
503(b)), or fine or imprisonment under
Title 18 of the United States Code (18
U.S.C. 1001), or can lead to liability
under the False Claims Act (31 U.S.C.
3729-3733).”

(ii) ““In addition to the foregoing, the
school, library or consortium is in
compliance with the rules and orders
governing the Emergency Connectivity
Fund Program, and I acknowledge that
failure to be in compliance and remain
in compliance with those rules and or-
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ders may result in the denial of fund-
ing, cancellation of funding commit-
ments, and/or recoupment of past dis-
bursements. I acknowledge that failure
to comply with the rules and orders
governing the Emergency Connectivity
Fund Program could result in civil or
criminal prosecution by law enforce-
ment authorities.”

(iii) “By signing this request for re-
imbursement, I certify that the infor-
mation contained in this request for re-
imbursement is true, complete, and ac-
curate, and the expenditures, disburse-
ments and cash receipts are for the
purposes and objectives set forth in the
terms and conditions of the Federal
award. I am aware that any false, ficti-
tious, or fraudulent information, or the
omission of any material fact, may
subject me to criminal, civil or admin-
istrative penalties for fraud, false
statements, false claims or otherwise.
(U.S. Code Title 18, sections 1001, 286—
287 and 1341 and Title 31, sections 3729-
3730 and 3801-3812).”’

(iv) The funds sought in the request
for reimbursement are for eligible
equipment and/or services that were
purchased or ordered in accordance
with the Emergency Connectivity Fund
Program rules and requirements in this
subpart and received by either the
school, library, or consortium, or the
students, school staff, or library pa-
trons as appropriate.

(v) The portion of the costs eligible
for reimbursement and not already
paid for by another source was either
paid for in full by the school, library,
or consortium, or will be paid to the
service provider within 30 days of re-
ceipt of funds.

(vi) The amount for which the school,
library, or consortium is seeking reim-
bursement from the Emergency
Connectivity Fund consistent with the
requirements set out in §54.1707.

(vii) The school, library, or consor-
tium is not seeking Emergency
Connectivity Fund reimbursement for
eligible equipment and/or services that
have been purchased and reimbursed in
full with other Federal pandemic relief
funding (e.g., the Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Security (CARES)
Act, Emergency Broadband Benefit
Program, or other provisions of the
American Rescue Plan), targeted state

330



		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-02-16T14:50:03-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




