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power in paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this sec-
tion after an upward adjustment to ac-
count for the difference in receiver sec-
tion performance. The upward adjust-
ment shall be equal to the increase in 
the desired signal required to restore 
the receiver section of the subject 
transceiver to the 20 dB C/(I + N) ratio 
of paragraph (a)(1)(ii)(B) of this sec-
tion. The adjusted threshold levels 
shall then define the minimum meas-
ured signal power(s) in lieu of para-
graphs (a)(1)(i) of this section at which 
the licensee using such non-compliant 
transceiver is entitled to interference 
protection. 

(b) Minimum receiver requirements. 
Voice transceivers capable of operating 
in the 806–824 MHz portion of the 800 
MHz band shall have the following min-
imum performance specifications in 
order for the system in which such 
transceivers are used to claim entitle-
ment to full protection against unac-
ceptable interference (See paragraph 
(a) (2) of this section). 

(1) Voice units intended for mobile 
use: 75 dB intermodulation rejection 
ratio; 75 dB adjacent channel rejection 
ratio; ¥116 dBm reference sensitivity. 

(2) Voice units intended for portable 
use: 70 dB intermodulation rejection 
ratio; 70 dB adjacent channel rejection 
ratio; ¥116 dBm reference sensitivity. 

[69 FR 67834, Nov. 22, 2004, as amended at 70 
FR 76707, Dec. 28, 2005] 

§ 22.971 Obligation to abate unaccept-
able interference. 

(a) Strict Responsibility. Any licensee 
who, knowingly or unknowingly, di-
rectly or indirectly, causes or contrib-
utes to causing unacceptable inter-
ference to a non-cellular part 90 of this 
chapter licensee in the 800 MHz band, 
as defined in § 22.970, shall be strictly 
accountable to abate the interference, 
with full cooperation and utmost dili-
gence, in the shortest time practicable. 
Interfering licensees shall consider all 
feasible interference abatement meas-
ures, including, but not limited to, the 
remedies specified in the interference 
resolution procedures set forth in 
§ 22.972(c). This strict responsibility ob-
ligation applies to all forms of inter-
ference, including out-of-band emis-
sions and intermodulation. 

(b) Joint and several responsibility. If 
two or more licensees knowingly or un-
knowingly, directly or indirectly, 
cause or contribute to causing unac-
ceptable interference to a non-cellular 
part 90 of this chapter licensee in the 
800 MHz band, as defined in § 22.970, 
such licensees shall be jointly and sev-
erally responsible for abating inter-
ference, with full cooperation and ut-
most diligence, in the shortest prac-
ticable time. 

(1) This joint and several responsi-
bility rule requires interfering licens-
ees to consider all feasible interference 
abatement measures, including, but 
not limited to, the remedies specified 
in the interference resolution proce-
dures set forth in § 22.972(c). This joint 
and several responsibility rule applies 
to all forms of interference, including 
out-of-band emissions and intermodu-
lation. 

(2) Any licensee that can show that 
its signal does not directly or indi-
rectly, cause or contribute to causing 
unacceptable interference to a non-cel-
lular part 90 of this chapter licensee in 
the 800 MHz band, as defined in this 
chapter, shall not be held responsible 
for resolving unacceptable inter-
ference. Notwithstanding, any licensee 
that receives an interference complaint 
from a public safety/CII licensee shall 
respond to such complaint consistent 
with the interference resolution proce-
dures set forth in this chapter. 

[69 FR 67834, Nov. 22, 2004, as amended at 70 
FR 76707, Dec. 28, 2005] 

§ 22.972 Interference resolution proce-
dures. 

(a) Initial notification. (1) Cellular Ra-
diotelephone licensees may receive ini-
tial notification of interference from 
non-cellular part 90 of this chapter li-
censees in the 800 MHz band pursuant 
to § 90.674(a) of this chapter. 

(2) Cellular Radiotelephone licensees, 
in conjunction with part 90 ESMR li-
censees, shall establish an electronic 
means of receiving the initial notifica-
tion described in § 90.674(a) of this chap-
ter. The electronic system must be de-
signed so that all appropriate Cellular 
Radiotelephone licensees and part 90 
ESMR licensees can be contacted about 
the interference incident with a single 
notification. The electronic system for 
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receipt of initial notification of inter-
ference complaints must be operating 
no later than February 22, 2005. 

(3) Cellular Radiotelephone licensees 
must respond to the initial notification 
described in § 90.674(a) of this chapter, 
as soon as possible and no later than 24 
hours after receipt of notification from 
a part 90 public safety/CII licensee. 
This response time may be extended to 
48 hours after receipt from other part 
90 non-cellular licensees provided af-
fected communications on these sys-
tems are not safety related. 

(b) Interference analysis. Cellular Ra-
diotelephone licensees—who receive an 
initial notification described in 
§ 90.674(a) of this chapter—shall per-
form a timely analysis of the inter-
ference to identify the possible source. 
Immediate on-site visits may be con-
ducted when necessary to complete 
timely analysis. Interference analysis 
must be completed and corrective ac-
tion initiated within 48 hours of the 
initial complaint from a part 90 of this 
chapter public safety/CII licensee. This 
response time may be extended to 96 
hours after the initial complaint from 
other part 90 of this chapter non-cel-
lular licensees provided affected com-
munications on these systems are not 
safety related. Corrective action may 
be delayed if the affected licensee 
agrees in writing (which may be, but is 
not required to be, recorded via e-mail 
or other electronic means) to a longer 
period. 

(c) Mitigation steps. (1) All Cellular 
Radiotelephone and part 90 of this 
chapter—800 MHz cellular system li-
censees who are responsible for causing 
unacceptable interference shall take 
all affirmative measures to resolve 
such interference. Cellular Radio-
telephone licensees found to contribute 
to unacceptable interference, as de-
fined in § 22.970, shall resolve such in-
terference in the shortest time prac-
ticable. Cellular Radiotelephone licens-
ees and part 90 of this chapter—800 MHz 
cellular system licensees must provide 
all necessary test apparatus and tech-
nical personnel skilled in the operation 
of such equipment as may be necessary 
to determine the most appropriate 
means of timely eliminating the inter-
ference. However, the means whereby 
interference is abated or the cell pa-

rameters that may need to be adjusted 
is left to the discretion of the Cellular 
Radiotelephone and/or part 90 of this 
chapter—800 MHz cellular system li-
censees, whose affirmative measures 
may include, but not be limited to, the 
following techniques: 

(i) Increasing the desired power of 
the public safety/CII signal; 

(ii) Decreasing the power of the part 
90 ESMR and/or Cellular Radio-
telephone system signal; 

(iii) Modifying the part 90 ESMR and/ 
or Cellular Radiotelephone system an-
tenna height; 

(iv) Modifying the part 90 ESMR and/ 
or Cellular Radiotelephone system an-
tenna characteristics; 

(v) Incorporating filters into part 90 
ESMR and/or Cellular Radiotelephone 
transmission equipment; 

(vi) Permanently changing part 90 
ESMR and/or Cellular Radiotelephone 
frequencies; and 

(vii) Supplying interference-resistant 
receivers to the affected public safety/ 
CII licensee(s). If this technique is 
used, in all circumstances, Cellular Ra-
diotelephone and/or part 90 of this 
chapter ESMR licensees shall be re-
sponsible for all costs thereof. 

(2) Whenever short-term interference 
abatement measures prove inadequate, 
the affected part 90 of this chapter non- 
cellular licensee shall, consistent with 
but not compromising safety, make all 
necessary concessions to accepting in-
terference until a longer-term remedy 
can be implemented. 

(3) Discontinuing operations when clear 
imminent danger exists. When a part 90 
of this chapter public safety licensee 
determines that a continuing presence 
of interference constitutes a clear and 
imminent danger to life or property, 
the licensee causing the interference 
must discontinue the associated oper-
ation immediately, until a remedy can 
be identified and applied. The deter-
mination that a continuing presence 
exists that constitutes a clear and im-
minent danger to life or property, must 
be made by written statement that: 

(i) Is in the form of a declaration, no-
tarized affidavit, or statement under 
penalty or perjury, from an officer or 
executive of the affected public safety 
licensee; 
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(ii) Thoroughly describes the basis of 
the claim of clear and imminent dan-
ger; 

(iii) Was formulated on the basis of 
either personal knowledge or belief 
after due diligence; 

(iv) Is not proffered by a contractor 
or other third party; and 

(v) Has been approved by the Chief of 
the Public Safety and Homeland Secu-
rity Bureau or other designated Com-
mission official. Prior to the author-
ized official making a determination 
that a clear and imminent danger ex-
ists, the associated written statement 
must be served by hand-delivery or 
receipted fax on the applicable offend-
ing licensee, with a copy transmitted 
by the fastest available means to the 
Washington, DC office of the Commis-
sion’s Public Safety and Homeland Se-
curity Bureau. 

[69 FR 67834, Nov. 22, 2004, as amended at 70 
FR 76707, Dec. 28, 2005; 71 FR 69038, Nov. 29, 
2006] 

§ 22.973 Information exchange. 

(a) Prior notification. Public safety/CII 
licensees may notify a part 90 ESMR or 
cellular radiotelephone licensee that 
they wish to receive prior notification 
of the activation or modification of 
part 90 ESMR or cellular radio-
telephone cell sites in their area. 
Thereafter, the part 90 ESMR or cel-
lular radiotelephone licensee must pro-
vide the following information to the 
public safety/CII licensee at least 10 
business days before a new cell site is 
activated or an existing cell site is 
modified: 

(1) Location; 

(2) Effective radiated power; 

(3) Antenna height; 

(4) Channels available for use. 

(b) Purpose of prior notification. The 
prior coordination of cell sites is for in-
formational purposes only. Public safe-
ty/CII licensees are not afforded the 
right to accept or reject the activation 
of a proposed cell or to unilaterally re-
quire changes in its operating param-
eters. The principal purposes of notifi-
cation are to: 

(1) Allow a public safety licensee to 
advise the part 90 of this chapter 
ESMR or Cellular Radiotelephone li-
censee whether it believes a proposed 

cell will generate unacceptable inter-
ference; 

(2) Permit Cellular Radiotelephone or 
part 90 of this chapter ESMR licensees 
to make voluntary changes in cell pa-
rameters when a public safety licensee 
alerts them to possible interference; 
and 

(3) Rapidly identify the source if in-
terference is encountered when the cell 
is activated. 

[69 FR 67834, Nov. 22, 2004] 

§ 22.983 Field strength limit. 

(a) Subject to paragraphs (b) and (c) 
of this section, a licensee’s predicted or 
measured median field strength limit 
must not exceed 40 dBµV/m at any 
given point along the Cellular Geo-
graphic Service Area (CGSA) boundary 
of a neighboring licensee on the same 
channel block, unless the affected li-
censee of the neighboring CGSA on the 
same channel block agrees to a dif-
ferent field strength. This also applies 
to CGSAs partitioned pursuant to 
§ 22.948. 

(b) Gulf of Mexico Service Area. Not-
withstanding the field strength limit 
provision set forth in paragraph (a) of 
this section, licensees in or adjacent to 
the Gulf of Mexico Exclusive Zone are 
subject to § 22.912(c) regarding service 
area boundary extensions. See 
§ 22.912(c). 

(c) Cellular licensees shall be subject 
to all applicable provisions and re-
quirements of treaties and other inter-
national agreements between the 
United States government and the gov-
ernments of Canada and Mexico, not-
withstanding paragraphs (a) and (b) of 
this section. 

[79 FR 72153, Dec. 5, 2014] 

Subpart I—Offshore 
Radiotelephone Service 

§ 22.1001 Scope. 

The rules in this subpart govern the 
licensing and operation of offshore ra-
diotelephone stations. The licensing 
and operation of these stations and 
systems is also subject to rules else-
where in this part that apply generally 
to the public mobile services. However, 
in case of conflict, the rules in this 
subpart govern. 
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