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§1.949 Application for renewal of au-
thorization.

(a) Filing requirements. Applications
for renewal of authorizations in the
Wireless Radio Services must be filed
no later than the expiration date of the
authorization, and no sooner than 90
days prior to the expiration date. Re-
newal applications must be filed on the
same form as applications for initial
authorization in the same service, i.e.,
FCC Form 601 or 605.

(b) Common expiration date. Licensees
with multiple authorizations in the
same service may request a common
date on which such authorizations ex-
pire for renewal purposes. License
terms may be shortened by up to one
year but will not be extended.

(c) Implementation. Covered Site-
based Licenses, except Common Carrier
Fixed Point-to-Point Microwave Serv-
ice (part 101, subpart I, of this chapter),
and Covered Geographic Licenses in
the 600 MHz Service (part 27, subpart N,
of this chapter); 700 MHz Commercial
Services (part 27, subpart F); Advanced
Wireless Services (part 27, subpart L)
(AWS-3 (1695-1710 MHz, 1755-1780 MHz,
and 2155-2180 MHz) and AWS-4 (2000—
2020 MHz and 2180-2200 MHz) only); Citi-
zens Broadband Radio Service (part 96,
subpart C, of this chapter); and H
Block Service (part 27, subpart K) must
comply with paragraphs (d) through (h)
of this section. All other Covered Geo-
graphic Licenses must comply with
paragraphs (d) through (h) of this sec-
tion beginning on January 1, 2023. Com-
mon Carrier Fixed Point-to-Point
Microwave Service (part 101, subpart I)
must comply with paragraphs (d)
through (h) of this section beginning
on October 1, 2018.

(d) Renewal Standard. An applicant
for renewal of an authorization of a
Covered Site-based License or a Cov-
ered Geographic License must dem-
onstrate that over the course of the li-
cense term, the licensee(s) provided
and continue to provide service to the
public, or operated and continue to op-
erate the license to meet the Ili-
censee(s)’ private, internal communica-
tions needs.

(e) Safe harbors. An applicant for re-
newal will meet the Renewal Standard
if it can certify that it has satisfied the
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requirements of one of the following
safe harbors:

(1) Covered Site-based Licenses. (i) The
applicant must certify that it is con-
tinuing to operate consistent with its
most recently filed construction notifi-
cation (or most recent authorization,
when no construction notification is
required).

(ii) The applicant must certify that
no permanent discontinuance of serv-
ice occurred during the license term.
This safe harbor may be used by any
Covered Site-based License.

(2) Geographic licenses—commercial
service. (i) For an applicant in its ini-
tial license term with an interim per-
formance requirement, the applicant
must certify that it has met its in-
terim performance requirement and
that over the portion of the license
term following the interim perform-
ance requirement, the applicant con-
tinues to use its facilities to provide at
least the level of service required by its
interim performance requirement; and
the licensee has met its final perform-
ance requirement and continues to use
its facilities to provide at least the
level of service required by its final
performance requirement through the
end of the license term. For an appli-
cant in its initial license term with no
interim performance requirement, the
applicant must certify that it has met
its final performance requirement and
continues to use its facilities to pro-
vide at least the level of service re-
quired by its final performance require-
ment through the end of the license
term. For an applicant in any subse-
quent license term, the applicant must
certify that it continues to use its fa-
cilities to provide at least the level of
service required by its final perform-
ance requirement through the end of
any subsequent license terms.

(ii) The applicant must certify that
no permanent discontinuance of serv-
ice occurred during the license term.
This safe harbor may be used by any
Covered Geographic License.

(3) Geographic licenses—private Sys-
tems. (i) For an applicant in its initial
license term with an interim perform-
ance requirement, the applicant must
certify that it has met its interim per-
formance requirement and that over
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the portion of the license term fol-
lowing the interim performance re-
quirement, the applicant continues to
use its facilities to further the appli-
cant’s private business or public inter-
est/public safety needs at or above the
level required to meet its interim per-
formance requirement; and the appli-
cant has met its final performance re-
quirement and continues to use its fa-
cilities to provide at least the level of
operation required by its final perform-
ance requirement through the end of
the license term. For an applicant in
its initial license term with no interim
performance requirement, the appli-
cant must certify that it has met its
final performance requirement and
continues to use its facilities to pro-
vide at least the level of operation re-
quired by its final performance require-
ment through the end of the license
term. For an applicant in any subse-
quent license term, the applicant must
certify that it continues to use its fa-
cilities to further the applicant’s pri-
vate business or public interest/public
safety needs at or above the level re-
quired to meet its final performance
requirement.

(ii) The applicant must certify that
no permanent discontinuance of oper-
ation occurred during the license term.
This safe harbor may be used by any
Covered Geographic License.

(4) Partitioned or disaggregated license
without a performance requirement. (i)
The applicant must certify that it con-
tinues to use its facilities to provide
service or to further the applicant’s
private business or public interest/pub-
lic safety needs.

(ii) The applicant must certify that
no permanent discontinuance of serv-
ice occurred during the license term.
This safe harbor may be used by any
Covered Geographic License.

(f) Renewal Showing. If an applicant
for renewal cannot meet the Renewal
Standard in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion by satisfying the requirements of
one of the safe harbors in paragraph (e)
of this section, it must make a Re-
newal Showing, independent of its per-
formance requirements, as a condition
of renewal. The Renewal Showing must
specifically address the Renewal
Standard by including a detailed de-
scription of the applicant’s provision of
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service (or, when allowed under the rel-
evant service rules or pursuant to
waiver, use of the spectrum for private,
internal communication) during the
entire license period and address, as ap-
plicable:

(1) The level and quality of service
provided by the applicant (e.g., the pop-
ulation served, the area served, the
number of subscribers, the services of-
fered);

(2) The date service commenced,
whether service was ever interrupted,
and the duration of any interruption or
outage;

(38) The extent to which service is pro-
vided to rural areas;

(4) The extent to which service is pro-
vided to qualifying tribal land as de-
fined in §1.2110(e)(3)(i) of this chapter;
and

(5) Any other factors associated with
the level of service to the public.

(8) Regulatory Compliance Certifi-
cation. An applicant for renewal of an
authorization in the Wireless Radio
Services identified in paragraph (d) of
this section must make a Regulatory
Compliance Certification certifying
that it has substantially complied with
all applicable FCC rules, policies, and
the Communications Act of 1934, as
amended.

(h) Consequences of denial. If the Com-
mission, or the Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Bureau acting under delegated
authority, finds that a licensee has not
met the Renewal Standard under para-
graph (d) of this section, or that its
Regulatory Compliance Certification
under paragraph (g) of this section is
insufficient, its renewal application
will be denied, and its licensed spec-
trum will return automatically to the
Commission for reassignment (by auc-
tion or other mechanism). In the case
of certain services licensed site-by-site,
the spectrum will revert automatically
to the holder of the related overlay ge-
ographic-area license. To the extent
that an AWS—4 licensee also holds the 2
GHz Mobile Satellite Service (MSS)
rights for the affected license area, the
MSS protection rule in §27.1136 of this
chapter will no longer apply in that li-
cense area.

[82 FR 415645, Sept. 1, 2017, as amended at 83
FR 63095, Dec. 7, 2018]
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