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facts that the movant contends cannot 
adequately be resolved on a written 
record and a list of witnesses whose 
live testimony would be required to re-
solve such disputes. The motion also 
shall contain supporting legal analysis, 
including citations to relevant authori-
ties and parts of the record. If the pre-
siding officer finds that there is a gen-
uine dispute as to an outcome-deter-
minative fact that cannot adequately 
be resolved on a written record, the 
presiding officer shall conduct an oral 
hearing limited to testimony and 
cross-examination necessary to resolve 
that dispute. 

(b) The presiding officer may, on his 
or her own motion following the re-
ceipt of all written submissions, con-
duct an oral hearing to resolve a gen-
uine dispute as to an outcome-deter-
minative fact that the presiding officer 
finds cannot adequately be resolved on 
a written record. Any such oral hearing 
shall be limited to testimony and 
cross-examination necessary to resolve 
that dispute. 

(c) Oral argument shall be permitted 
only if the presiding officer determines 
that oral argument is necessary to res-
olution of the hearing. 

§ 1.377 Certification of the written 
hearing record to the Commission 
for decision. 

When the Commission is the pre-
siding officer and it has appointed a 
case manager under § 1.242, the case 
manager shall certify the record for de-
cision to the Commission promptly 
after the hearing record is closed. No-
tice of such certification shall be 
served on all parties to the proceeding. 

Subpart C—Rulemaking 
Proceedings 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 553. 

SOURCE: 28 FR 12432, Nov. 22, 1963, unless 
otherwise noted. 

GENERAL 

§ 1.399 Scope. 
This subpart shall be applicable to 

notice and comment rulemakings pro-
ceedings conducted under 5 U.S.C. 553, 
and shall have no application to formal 
rulemaking (or rate making) pro-

ceedings unless the Commission directs 
that it shall govern the conduct of a 
particular proceeding. 

[42 FR 25735, May 19, 1977] 

§ 1.400 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart, the term 

party refers to any person who partici-
pates in a proceeding by the timely fil-
ing of a petition for rule making, com-
ments on a notice of proposed rule 
making, a petition for reconsideration, 
or responsive pleadings in the manner 
prescribed by this subpart. The term 
does not include those who submit let-
ters, telegrams or other informal mate-
rials. 

[41 FR 1287, Jan. 7, 1976] 

PETITIONS AND RELATED PLEADINGS 

§ 1.401 Petitions for rulemaking. 
(a) Any interested person may peti-

tion for the issuance, amendment or re-
peal of a rule or regulation. 

(b) The petition for rule making shall 
conform to the requirements of §§ 1.49, 
1.52, and 1.419(b) (or § 1.420(e), if applica-
ble), and shall be submitted or ad-
dressed to the Secretary, Federal Com-
munications Commission, Washington, 
DC 20554, or may be submitted elec-
tronically. 

(c) The petition shall set forth the 
text or substance of the proposed rule, 
amendment, or rule to be repealed, to-
gether with all facts, views, arguments 
and data deemed to support the action 
requested, and shall indicate how the 
interests of petitioner will be affected. 

(d) Petitions for amendment of the 
FM Table of Assignments (§ 73.202 of 
this chapter) or the Television Table of 
Assignments (§ 73.606) shall be served 
by petitioner on any Commission li-
censee or permittee whose channel as-
signment would be changed by grant of 
the petition. The petition shall be ac-
companied by a certificate of service 
on such licensees or permittees. Peti-
tions to amend the FM Table of Allot-
ments must be accompanied by the ap-
propriate construction permit applica-
tion and payment of the appropriate 
application filing fee. 

(e) Petitions which are moot, pre-
mature, repetitive, frivolous, or which 
plainly do not warrant consideration 
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by the Commission may be denied or 
dismissed without prejudice to the pe-
titioner. 

[28 FR 12432, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 28 
FR 14503, Dec. 31, 1963; 40 FR 53391, Nov. 18, 
1975; 45 FR 42621, June 25, 1980; 63 FR 24125, 
May 1, 1998; 71 FR 76215, Dec. 20, 2006] 

§ 1.403 Notice and availability. 
All petitions for rulemaking (other 

than petitions to amend the FM, Tele-
vision, and Air-Ground Tables of As-
signments) meeting the requirements 
of § 1.401 will be given a file number 
and, promptly thereafter, a ‘‘Public 
Notice’’ will be issued (by means of a 
Commission release entitled ‘‘Petitions 
for Rule Making Filed’’) as to the peti-
tion, file number, nature of the pro-
posal, and date of filing. Petitions for 
rulemaking are available through the 
Commission’s Reference Information 
Center at the FCC’s main office, and 
may also be available electronically at 
https://www.fcc.gov/. 

[85 FR 64405, Oct. 13, 2020, as amended at 88 
FR 21433, Apr. 10, 2023] 

§ 1.405 Responses to petitions; replies. 
Except for petitions to amend the FM 

Television or Air-Ground Tables of As-
signments: 

(a) Any interested person may file a 
statement in support of or in opposi-
tion to a petition for rule making prior 
to Commission action on the petition 
but not later than 30 days after ‘‘Public 
Notice’’, as provided for in § 1.403, is 
given of the filing of such a petition. 
Such a statement shall be accompanied 
by proof of service upon the petitioner 
on or prior to the date of filing in con-
formity with § 1.47 and shall conform in 
other aspects with the requirements of 
§§ 1.49, 1.52, and 1.419(b). 

(b) Any interested person may file a 
reply to statements in support of or in 
opposition to a petition for rule mak-
ing prior to Commission action on the 
petition but not later than 15 days 
after the filing of such a statement. 
Such a reply shall be accompanied by 
proof of service upon the party or par-
ties filing the statement or statements 
to which the reply is directed on or 
prior to the date of filing in conformity 
with § 1.47 and shall conform in other 
aspects with the requirements of §§ 1.49, 
1.52, and 1.419(b). 

(c) No additional pleadings may be 
filed unless specifically requested by 
the Commission or authorized by it. 

(d) The Commission may act on a pe-
tition for rule making at any time 
after the deadline for the filing of re-
plies to statements in support of or in 
opposition to the petition. Statements 
in support of or in opposition to a peti-
tion for rule making, and replies there-
to, shall not be filed after Commission 
action. 

(Secs. 4, 303, 307, 48 Stat., as amended, 1066, 
1082, 1083; 47 U.S.C. 154, 303, 307) 

[28 FR 12413, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 28 
FR 14503, Dec. 31, 1963; 45 FR 42621, June 25, 
1980; 46 FR 60404, Dec. 9, 1981] 

§ 1.407 Action on petitions. 
If the Commission determines that 

the petition discloses sufficient reasons 
in support of the action requested to 
justify the institution of a rulemaking 
proceeding, and notice and public pro-
cedure thereon are required or deemed 
desirable by the Commission, an appro-
priate notice of proposed rule making 
will be issued. In those cases where no-
tice and public procedure thereon are 
not required, the Commission may 
issue a final order amending the rules. 
In all other cases the petition for rule 
making will be denied and the peti-
tioner will be notified of the Commis-
sion’s action with the grounds therefor. 

RULEMAKING PROCEEDINGS 

§ 1.411 Commencement of rulemaking 
proceedings. 

Rulemaking proceedings are com-
menced by the Commission, either on 
it own motion or on the basis of a peti-
tion for rulemaking. See §§ 1.401–1.407. 

§ 1.412 Notice of proposed rulemaking. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 

(b) and (c) of this section, prior notice 
of proposed rulemaking will be given. 

(1) Notice is ordinarily given by pub-
lication of a ‘‘Notice of Proposed Rule 
Making’’ in the FEDERAL REGISTER. A 
summary of the full decision adopted 
by the Commission constitutes a ‘‘No-
tice of Proposed Rulemaking’’ for pur-
poses of FEDERAL REGISTER publica-
tion. 

(2) If all persons subject to the pro-
posed rules are named, the proposal 
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