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or otherwise as applicable, shall be 
used. 

(b) The current standards of other 
recognized classification societies may 
also be accepted upon approval by the 
Commandant. 

§ 188.35–5 Where obtainable. 

(a) The standards established by the 
American Bureau of Shipping are usu-
ally published annually and may be 
purchased from the American Bureau 
of Shipping, ABS Plaza, 16855 
Northchase Drive, Houston, TX 77060. 

(b) These standards may also be ex-
amined at Coast Guard Headquarters. 
Contact Commandant (CG–CVC), Attn: 
Office of Commercial Vessel Compli-
ance, U.S. Coast Guard Stop 7501, 2703 
Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE., 
Washington, DC 20593–7501. The stand-
ards are also available at the Office of 
any Coast Guard District Commander 
or Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1113, Jan. 27, 1968, as 
amended by CGD 88–070, 53 FR 34538, Sept. 7, 
1988; 53 FR 37570, Sept. 27, 1988; 53 FR 44011, 
Nov. 1, 1988; CGD 95–072, 60 FR 50469, Sept. 29, 
1995; CGD 96–041, 61 FR 50735, Sept. 27, 1996; 
USCG–2000–7790, 65 FR 58465, Sept. 29, 2000; 
USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 49240, Sept. 25, 2009; 
USCG–2012–0832, 77 FR 59789, Oct. 1, 2012; 
USCG–2013–0671, 78 FR 60164, Sept. 30, 2013] 

PART 189—INSPECTION AND 
CERTIFICATION 
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Certificate of Inspection 
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189.01–1 Preemptive effect. 
189.01–2 When required. 
189.01–5 Posting. 
189.01–10 Period of validity for a Certificate 

of Inspection. 
189.01–15 Temporary certificate. 

Subpart 189.05—Permit To Proceed to 
Another Port for Repair 

189.05–1 When issued. 
189.05–5 To whom issued. 
189.05–10 Conditions of permit. 
189.05–15 Posting. 

Subpart 189.15—Inspection of Vessels 

189.15–1 Standards in inspection of hulls, 
boilers, and machinery. 

189.15–5 Alternate compliance. 

Subpart 189.20—Initial Inspection 

189.20–1 Prerequisite of certificate of inspec-
tion. 

189.20–5 When made. 

189.20–10 Plans. 

189.20–15 Scope of inspection. 

189.20–20 Specific tests and inspections. 

189.20–25 Chemical and explosive hazards. 

Subpart 189.25—Inspection for Certification 

189.25–1 Prerequisite of reissuance of certifi-
cate of inspection. 

189.25–5 Application for a Certificate of In-
spection. 

189.25–10 Scope of inspection. 

189.25–15 Lifesaving equipment. 

189.25–20 Fire extinguishing equipment. 

189.25–25 Hull equipment. 

189.25–30 Electrical engineering equipment. 

189.25–35 Marine engineering equipment. 

189.25–38 Pollution prevention. 

189.25–40 Sanitary inspection. 

189.25–45 Fire hazards. 

189.25–47 Chemical and explosive hazards. 

189.25–50 Inspector not limited. 

Subpart 189.27—Annual and Periodic 
Inspections 

189.27–1 Annual inspection. 

189.27–5 Periodic inspection. 

189.27–10 Certificate of Inspection: Condi-
tions of validity. 

Subpart 189.30—Inspection After Accident 

189.30–1 General or partial survey. 

Subpart 189.33—Sanitary Inspections 

189.33–1 When made. 

Subpart 189.35—Weight Handling Gear 

189.35–1 Application. 

189.35–3 Intent. 

189.35–5 Tests. 

189.35–7 Examinations. 

189.35–9 Plans. 

189.35–11 Special cases. 

189.35–13 Master’s responsibility. 

189.35–15 Major installations. 

189.35–90 Weight handling gear manufac-
tured prior to March 1, 1968. 

Subpart 189.40—Drydocking 

189.40–1 Definitions relating to hull exami-
nations. 

189.40–3 Drydock examination, internal 
structural examination, cargo tank in-
ternal examination, and underwater sur-
vey intervals. 

189.40–5 Notice and plans required. 
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Subpart 189.43—Integral Fuel Oil Tank 
Examinations 

189.43–1 When required. 

Subpart 189.45—Repairs and Alterations 

189.45–1 Notice required. 

189.45–5 Inspection required. 

Subpart 189.50—Special Operating 
Requirements 

189.50–1 Inspection and testing required 
when making alterations, repairs, or 
other such operations involving riveting, 
welding, burning, or like fire-producing 
actions. 

Subpart 189.55—Plan Approval 

189.55–1 General. 

189.55–5 Plans and specifications required 
for new construction. 

189.55–10 Plans required for alterations of 
existing vessels. 

189.55–15 Procedure for submittal of plans. 

189.55–20 Number of plans required. 

Subpart 189.60—Certificates Under Inter-
national Convention for Safety of Life 
at Sea, 1974 

189.60–1 Application. 

189.60–5 Cargo Ship Safety Construction 
Certificate. 

189.60–10 Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Cer-
tificate. 

189.60–15 Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certifi-
cate. 

189.60–25 Exemption Certificate. 

189.60–30 Safety Management Certificate. 

189.60–35 Availability of Certificates. 

189.60–40 Duration of Convention certifi-
cates. 

189.60–45 American Bureau of Shipping. 

AUTHORITY: 46 U.S.C. 2113, 3306, 3307, 70034; 
E.O. 12234, 45 FR 58801, 3 CFR, 1980 Comp., p. 
277; E.O. 12777, 56 FR 54757, 3 CFR, 1991 
Comp., p. 351; DHS Delegation 00170.1, Revi-
sion No. 01.2. 

SOURCE: CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 
1968, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart 189.01—General Provi-
sions; Certificate of Inspec-
tion 

§ 189.01–1 Preemptive effect. 

The regulations in this part have pre-
emptive effect over State or local regu-
lations in the same field. 

[USCG–2006–24797, 77 FR 33892, June 7, 2012] 

§ 189.01–2 When required. 

(a) Except as noted in this subpart or 
subpart 189.05 of this part, no vessel 
subject to inspection and certification 
shall be operated without a valid cer-
tificate of inspection. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968. Redes-
ignated by USCG–2006–24797, 77 FR 33892, 
June 7, 2012] 

§ 189.01–5 Posting. 

(a) The original certificate of inspec-
tion shall, in general, be framed under 
glass or other transparent material and 
posted in a conspicuous place where it 
will be most likely to be observed. On 
other vessels such as barges, where the 
framing of the certificate under glass 
would be impracticable, the original 
certificate of inspection shall be kept 
on board to be shown on demand. 

§ 189.01–10 Period of validity for a Cer-
tificate of Inspection. 

(a) A Certificate of Inspection is 
valid for 5 years. Application may be 
made by the master, owner, or agent 
for inspection and issuance of a new 
certificate of inspection at any time 
during the period of validity of the cur-
rent certificate. 

(b) Certificates of inspection may be 
revoked or suspended by the Coast 
Guard where such process is authorized 
by law. This may occur if the vessel 
does not meet the requirements of law 
or regulations in this chapter or if 
there is a failure to maintain the safe-
ty requirements requisite to the 
issuance of a certificate of inspection. 

(c)(1) In the case of the following ves-
sels, modification of the period of va-
lidity of the certificate of inspection 
will be permitted as set forth in this 
paragraph: 

(i) Non-self-propelled vessels of 100 
gross tons and over proceeding on the 
high seas or ocean for the sole purpose 
of changing place of employment. 

(ii) Non-self-propelled vessels of 100 
gross tons and over making rare or in-
frequent voyages on the high seas or 
ocean and returning to the port of de-
parture. 

(2) The certificate of inspection may 
be issued for a specific period of time 
to cover a described situation or for 
one voyage only but not to exceed 5 



319 

Coast Guard, DHS § 189.15–5 

years. The certificate of inspection will 

include the conditions under which the 

vessel must operate. Unless the vessel 

is in compliance with this subchapter 

insofar as it applies to seagoing barges 

of 100 gross tons and over, such vessel 

shall not carry any person on board 

while underway, and the certificate of 

inspection will be endorsed as an un-

manned seagoing barge. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 

amended by CGFR 68–82, 33 FR 18911, Dec. 18, 

1968; CGD 95–012, 60 FR 48052, Sept. 18, 1995; 60 

FR 50120, Sept. 28, 1995; USCG–1999–4976, 65 

FR 6509, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 189.01–15 Temporary certificate. 

(a) If necessary to prevent delay of 

the vessel, a temporary certificate of 

inspection, Form CG–854, shall be 

issued pending the issuance and deliv-

ery of the regular certificate of inspec-

tion. Such temporary certificate shall 

be carried in the same manner as the 

regular certificate and shall in all ways 

be considered the same as the regular 

certificate of inspection which it rep-

resents. 

Subpart 189.05—Permit To 
Proceed to Another Port for Repair 

§ 189.05–1 When issued. 

(a) The Officer in Charge, Marine In-

spection, may issue a permit to proceed 

to another port for repair, Form CG– 

948, to a vessel, if in his judgment it 

can be done with safety, even if the 

certificate of inspection of the vessel 

has expired or is about to expire. 

§ 189.05–5 To whom issued. 

(a) Such permit will only be issued 

upon the written application of the 

master, owner, or agent of the vessel. 

§ 189.05–10 Conditions of permit. 

(a) The permit will state upon its 

face the conditions under which it is 

issued. 

§ 189.05–15 Posting. 

(a) The permit shall be carried in a 

manner similar to that described in 

§ 189.01–5 for a certificate of inspection. 

Subpart 189.15—Inspection of 
Vessels 

§ 189.15–1 Standards in inspection of 
hulls, boilers, and machinery. 

In the inspection of hulls, boilers, 

and machinery of vessels, the stand-

ards established by the American Bu-

reau of Shipping, see part 188, subpart 

188.35 of this chapter, respecting mate-

rial and construction of hulls, boilers, 

and machinery, and certificate of clas-

sification referring thereto, except 

where otherwise provided for by the 

rules and regulations in this sub-

chapter, subchapter E (Load Lines), 

subchapter F (Marine Engineering), 

subchapter J (Electrical Engineering), 

and subchapter W (Lifesaving Appli-

ances and Arrangements) of this chap-

ter shall be accepted as standard by the 

inspectors. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25312, May 20, 1996] 

§ 189.15–5 Alternate compliance. 

(a) In place of compliance with other 

applicable provisions of this sub-

chapter, the owner or operator of a ves-

sel subject to plan review and inspec-

tion under this subchapter for initial 

issuance or renewal of a Certificate of 

Inspection may comply with the Alter-

nate Compliance Program provisions of 

46 CFR part 8. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, a 

list of authorized classification soci-

eties, including information for order-

ing copies of approved classification so-

ciety rules and supplements, is avail-

able from Commandant (CG–ENG), 

Attn: Office of Design and Engineering 

Systems, U.S. Coast Guard Stop 7509, 

2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue 

SE., Washington, DC 20593–7509; tele-

phone 202–372–1371 or fax 202–372–1925. 

Approved classification society rules 

and supplements are incorporated by 

reference into 46 CFR 8.110(b). 

[74 FR 20419, May 4, 2009, as amended by 

USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 49240, Sept. 25, 2009; 

USCG–2012–0832, 77 FR 59789, Oct. 1, 2012; 

USCG–2013–0671, 78 FR 60164, Sept. 30, 2013] 
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Subpart 189.20—Initial Inspection 

§ 189.20–1 Prerequisite of certificate of 
inspection. 

(a) The initial inspection is a pre-
requisite of the issuance of the original 
certificate of inspection. 

§ 189.20–5 When made. 

(a) The initial inspection will only be 
made upon the written application of 
the owner or builder of the vessel to 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, on Form CG–3752, Application for 
Inspection of U.S. Vessel, at or nearest 
the port where the vessel is located. 

§ 189.20–10 Plans. 

(a) Before application for inspection 
is made, and before construction is 
started, the owner or builder shall have 
plans approved by the Commandant in-
dicating the proposed arrangement and 
construction of the vessel. 

(b) The procedure for submitting 
plans and the list of plans to be sup-
plied is set forth in subpart 189.55 of 
this part. 

§ 189.20–15 Scope of inspection. 

(a) The initial inspection, which may 
consist of a series of inspections during 
the construction of a vessel, shall in-
clude a complete inspection of the 
structure, machinery, and equipment, 
except scientific equipment which does 
not affect the safety of the vessel or 
personnel, but including the outside of 
the vessel’s bottom, and the inside and 
outside of the boilers and unfired pres-
sure vessels. The inspection shall be 
such as to insure that the arrange-
ments, materials, and scantlings of the 
structure, boilers and other pressure 
vessels and their appurtenances, pip-
ing, main and auxiliary machinery, 
electrical installations, lifesaving ap-
pliances, fire detecting and extin-
guishing equipment, pilot boarding 
equipment, pollution prevention equip-
ment, and other equipment fully com-
ply with the applicable regulations for 
such vessel and are in accordance with 
approved plans, and determine that the 
vessel is in possession of a valid certifi-
cate issued by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, if any. The inspec-
tion shall be such as to ensure that the 
workmanship of all parts of the vessel 

and its equipment is in all respects sat-

isfactory and that the vessel is pro-

vided with lights, means of making 

sound signals, and distress signals as 

required by applicable statutes and 
regulations. 

(b) When equipment other than sci-
entific equipment is installed which is 
not required by the applicable regula-
tions in this subchapter, that equip-
ment shall be inspected and tested as 
may be required for such equipment by 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, to assure safety. 

(1) The electrical or pressure connec-
tions to the ship’s supply shall be de-
signed to marine standards and shall be 
free of personnel hazards. 

(2) Scientific equipment will not be 
inspected but will be examined for ex-
ternal hazards associated with connec-
tion to the vessel, dangerous moving 
parts, extremes in temperature and 
shock. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 

amended by CGFR 68–82, 33 FR 18911, Dec. 18, 

1968; CGD 71–161R, 37 FR 28263, Dec. 21, 1972; 

CGD 82–036, 48 FR 654, Jan. 6, 1983; CGD 79– 

032, 49 FR 25455, June 21, 1984; CGD 95–012, 60 

FR 48052, Sept. 18, 1995; 60 FR 50120, Sept. 28, 

1995] 

§ 189.20–20 Specific tests and inspec-
tions. 

The applicable tests and inspections 
as set forth in subpart 189.25 of this 
part shall be made at this time. In ad-
dition, the following specific tests and 
inspections shall be made by the ma-
rine inspector. 

(a) For inspection procedures of life-
saving appliances and arrangements, 
see subchapter W (Lifesaving Appli-
ances and Arrangements) of this chap-
ter. 

(b) Installation of carbon dioxide ex-
tinguishing piping. See § 193.15–15 of 
this subchapter. 

(c) Marine engineering equipment 
and systems. See Subchapter F (Marine 
Engineering) of this chapter. 

(d) Electrical engineering equipment 
and systems. See Subchapter J (Elec-
trical Engineering) of this chapter. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 

amended by CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25312, May 20, 

1996] 
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§ 189.20–25 Chemical and explosive 
hazards. 

(a) If installed, the marine inspector 
shall examine the laboratories, store-
rooms, magazines, vans, and chests to 
insure that hazards are minimized. 

Subpart 189.25—Inspection for 
Certification 

§ 189.25–1 Prerequisite of reissuance of 
certificate of inspection. 

(a) An inspection for certification is 
a prerequisite of the reissuance of a 
certificate of inspection. 

§ 189.25–5 Application for a Certificate 
of Inspection. 

You must submit a written applica-
tion for an inspection for certification 
to the cognizant OCMI. To renew a Cer-
tificate of Inspection, you must submit 
an application at least 30 days before 
the expiration of the tank vessel’s cur-
rent certificate. You must use Form 
CG–3752, Application for Inspection of 
U.S. Vessel, and submit it to the OCMI 
at, or nearest to, the port where the 
vessel is located. When renewing a Cer-
tificate of Inspection, you must sched-
ule an inspection for certification 
within the 3 months before the expira-
tion date of the current Certificate of 
Inspection. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 189.25–10 Scope of inspection. 

(a) The inspection for certification 
shall include an inspection of the 
structure, boilers, and other pressure 
vessels, machinery, and equipment. 
The inspection shall be such as to in-
sure that the vessel, as regards the 
structure, boilers, and other pressure 
vessels and their appurtenances, pip-
ing, main and auxiliary machinery, 
electrical installations, life-saving ap-
pliances, fire detecting and extin-
guishing equipment, pilot boarding 
equipment, pollution prevention equip-
ment, and other equipment, is in satis-
factory condition and fit for the service 
for which it is intended, and that it 
complies with the applicable regula-
tions for such vessel, and determine 
that the vessel is in possession of a 
valid certificate issued by the Federal 
Communications Commission, if re-

quired. The lights, means of making 
sound signals, and distress signals car-
ried by the vessel shall also be subject 
to the above-mentioned inspection for 
the purpose of ensuring that they com-
ply with the requirements of the appli-
cable statutes and regulations. 

(b) When equipment other than sci-
entific equipment is installed which is 
not required by the applicable regula-
tions in this subchapter, that equip-
ment shall be inspected and tested as 
may be required for such equipment by 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, to assure safety. 

(1) Scientific equipment and their 
electrical or pressure connection to the 
ship’s supply and laboratories may be 
checked to ascertain that they are 
maintained free of hazards. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 

amended by CGFR 68–82, 33 FR 18911, Dec. 18, 

1968; CGD 71–161R, 37 FR 28263, Dec. 21, 1972; 

CGD 82–036, 48 FR 655, Jan. 6, 1983; CGD 79– 

032, 49 FR 25455, June 21, 1984; CGD 95–012, 60 

FR 48052, Sept. 18, 1995; 60 FR 50120, Sept. 28, 

1995; USCG–2014–0688, 79 FR 58288, Sept. 29, 

2014] 

§ 189.25–15 Lifesaving equipment. 

For inspection procedures of life-
saving appliances and arrangements, 
see subchapter W (Lifesaving Appli-
ances and Arrangements) of this chap-
ter. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25312, May 20, 1996] 

§ 189.25–20 Fire extinguishing equip-
ment. 

(a) At each inspection for certifi-
cation, periodic inspection, and at such 
other times as considered necessary 
the inspector must determine that all 
fire-extinguishing equipment is in suit-
able condition and he may require such 
tests as are considered necessary to de-
termine the condition of the equip-
ment. The inspector must determine if 
the tests and inspections required by 
§ 196.15–60 of this subchapter have been 
conducted. 

(1) All portable fire extinguishers and 
semi-portable fire extinguishing sys-
tems must be inspected and maintained 
in accordance with NFPA 10 (incor-
porated by reference, see § 188.01–5 of 
this chapter) as amended here: 
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(i) Certification or licensing by a 
state or local jurisdiction as a fire ex-
tinguisher servicing agency will be ac-
cepted by the Coast Guard as meeting 
the personnel certification require-
ments of NFPA 10 for annual mainte-
nance and recharging of extinguishers. 

(ii) Monthly inspections required by 
NFPA 10 may be conducted by the 
owner, operator, person-in-charge, or a 
designated member of the crew. 

(iii) Non-rechargeable or non-refill-
able extinguishers must be inspected 
and maintained in accordance with 
NFPA 10; however, the annual mainte-
nance need not be conducted by a cer-
tified person and can be conducted by 
the owner, operator, person-in-charge, 
or a designated member of the crew. 

(iv) The owner or managing operator 
must provide satisfactory evidence of 
the required servicing to the marine in-
spector. If any of the equipment or 
records have not been properly main-
tained, a qualified servicing facility 
must perform the required inspections, 
maintenance procedures, and hydro-
static pressure tests. A tag issued by a 
qualified servicing organization, and 
attached to each extinguisher, may be 
accepted as evidence that the nec-
essary maintenance procedures have 
been conducted. 

(2) Fixed fire-extinguishing systems 
must be checked as noted in Table 
189.25–20(a)(2). In addition, all parts of 
the fixed fire-extinguishing systems 
must be examined for excessive corro-
sion and general conditions. 

TABLE 189.25–20(a)(2) 

Type system Test 

Foam ....................... Systems utilizing a soda solution must 
have such solution replaced. In all 
cases, ascertain that powder is not 
caked. 

Carbon dioxide ........ Weigh cylinders. Recharge cylinder if 
weight loss exceeds 10 percent of 
the weight of the charge. Test time 
delays, alarms, and ventilation shut-
downs with carbon dioxide, nitrogen, 
or other nonflammable gas as stat-
ed in the system manufacturer’s in-
struction manual. Inspect hoses for 
damage or decay. Ensure that noz-
zles are unobstructed. Cylinders 
must be tested and marked, and all 
flexible connections on fixed carbon 
dioxide systems must be tested or 
renewed, as required by 46 CFR 
147.60 and 147.65. 

TABLE 189.25–20(a)(2)—Continued 

Type system Test 

Halon 1301 or 
halocarbon.

Recharge or replace if weight loss ex-
ceeds 5 percent of the weight of the 
charge or if cylinder has a pressure 
gauge, recharge cylinder if pressure 
loss exceeds 10 percent, adjusted 
for temperature. Test time delays, 
alarms, and ventilation shutdowns 
with carbon dioxide, nitrogen, or 
other nonflammable gas as stated in 
the system manufacturer’s instruc-
tion manual. Inspect hoses for dam-
age or decay. Ensure that nozzles 
are unobstructed. Cylinders must be 
tested and marked, and all flexible 
connections to Halon 1301 and 
halocarbon cylinders must be tested 
or renewed, as required by 46 CFR 
147.60 and 147.65 or 147.67. Note 
that Halon 1301 system approvals 
have expired, but that existing sys-
tems may be retained if they are in 
good and serviceable condition to 
the satisfaction of the Coast Guard 
inspector. 

Inert gas .................. Recharge or replace cylinder if cyl-
inder pressure loss exceeds 5 per-
cent of the specified gauge pres-
sure, adjusted for temperature. Test 
time delays, alarms, and ventilation 
shutdowns with carbon dioxide, ni-
trogen, or other nonflammable gas 
as stated in the system manufactur-
er’s instruction manual. Inspect 
hoses for damage or decay. Ensure 
that nozzles are unobstructed. Cyl-
inders must be tested and marked, 
and all flexible connections on fixed 
inert extinguishers must be tested or 
renewed as required by 46 CFR 
147.60 and 147.66. 

Water mist ............... Maintain system in accordance with 
the maintenance instructions in the 
system manufacturer’s design, in-
stallation, operation, and mainte-
nance manual. 

(3) On all fire-extinguishing systems 

all piping, controls, valves, and alarms 

must be checked to ascertain that the 

system is in operating condition. 

(4) The fire main system must be op-

erated and the pressure checked at the 

outlets having the greatest pressure 

drop between the fire pumps and the 

nozzles which may not always be the 

most remote and highest outlets. All 

firehoses must be subjected to a test 

pressure equivalent to the maximum 
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pressure to which they may be sub-
jected in service, but not less than 100 
p.s.i. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 
amended by CGD 78–154, 44 FR 13492, Mar. 12, 
1979; CGD 84–044, 53 FR 7752, Mar. 10, 1988; 
USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 9, 2000; 
USCG–2006–24797, 77 FR 33892, June 7, 2012; 
USCG–2012–0196, 81 FR 48301, July 22, 2016] 

§ 189.25–25 Hull equipment. 

(a) At each inspection for certifi-
cation and periodic inspection the in-
spector shall conduct the following 
tests and inspections of hull equip-
ment: 

(1) All watertight doors shall be oper-
ated locally by manual power and also 
by hydraulic or electric power if so 
fitted. Where remote control is fitted, 
the doors shall also be operated by the 
remote control apparatus. 

(2) The remote controls of all valves 
shall be operated. 

(3) An examination of installed 
weight, handling gear and related ship-
board records shall be made to ascer-
tain the condition and suitability of 
the equipment for the service intended. 
In conducting this examination the 
marine inspector shall be guided by the 
provisions of subpart 189.35. Current 
valid certificates and registers, issued 
by a recognized nonprofit organization 
or association approved by the Com-
mandant, may be accepted as prima 
facie evidence of the condition and 
suitability of the weight handling gear. 
Weight handling gear certificates and 
registers will not be issued by the 
Coast Guard. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 
amended by USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 
9, 2000] 

§ 189.25–30 Electrical engineering 
equipment. 

(a) For inspection procedures of Elec-
trical Engineering equipment and sys-
tems, see Subchapter J (Electrical En-
gineering) of this chapter. 

§ 189.25–35 Marine engineering equip-
ment. 

(a) For inspection procedures of Ma-
rine Engineering equipment and sys-
tems, see Subchapter F (Marine Engi-
neering) of this chapter. 

§ 189.25–38 Pollution prevention. 

At each inspection for certification 

and periodic inspection, the inspector 

shall examine the vessel to determine 

that it meets the vessel design and 

equipment requirements for pollution 

prevention in 33 CFR part 155, subpart 

B. 

[CGD 71–161R, 37 FR 28263, Dec. 21, 1972; 

USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 189.25–40 Sanitary inspection. 

(a) At each inspection for certifi-

cation and periodic inspection, the 

quarters, toilets, and washing spaces, 

galleys, serving pantries, lockers, etc., 

shall be examined by the marine in-

spector to be assured that they are in a 

sanitary condition. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 

amended by USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 

9, 2000] 

§ 189.25–45 Fire hazards. 

At each inspection for certification 

and periodic inspection, the inspector 
shall examine the tank tops and bilges 
in the machinery spaces to see that 
there is no accumulation of oil which 
might create a fire hazard. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 

amended by USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 

9, 2000] 

§ 189.25–47 Chemical and explosive 
hazards. 

(a) The marine inspector shall in-
spect every chemistry laboratory, sci-
entific laboratory, and chemical store-
room during each inspection for certifi-
cation and periodic inspection. 

(b) Magazines, vans, and chests shall 
be inspected during each inspection for 
certification and periodic inspection. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 

amended by USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 

9, 2000; 65 FR 11904, Mar. 7, 2000] 

§ 189.25–50 Inspector not limited. 

(a) Nothing in this subpart shall be 
construed as limiting the inspector 
from making such tests or inspections 
as he or she deems necessary to be as-
sured of the safety and seaworthiness 
of the vessel. 
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(b) [Reserved] 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 
amended by USCG–2021–0348, 87 FR 3225, Jan. 
21, 2022] 

Subpart 189.27—Annual and 
Periodic Inspections 

§ 189.27–1 Annual inspection. 

(a) Your vessel must undergo an an-
nual inspection within the 3 months 
before or after each anniversary date, 
except as specified in § 189.27–5. 

(b) You must contact the cognizant 
OCMI to schedule an inspection at a 
time and place which he or she ap-
proves. No written application is re-
quired. 

(c) The scope of the annual inspec-
tion is the same as the inspection for 
certification, as specified in § 189.25–10, 
but in less detail unless the cognizant 
marine inspector finds deficiencies or 
determines that a major change has oc-
curred since the last inspection. If defi-
ciencies are found or a major change to 
the vessel has occurred, the marine in-
spector will conduct an inspection 
more detailed in scope to ensure that 
the vessel is in satisfactory condition 
and fit for the service for which it is in-
tended. If your vessel passes the annual 
inspection, the marine inspector will 
endorse your current Certificate of In-
spection. 

(d) If the annual inspection reveals 
deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-
nance, you must make any or all re-
pairs or improvements within the time 
period specified by the OCMI. 

(e) Nothing in this subpart limits the 
marine inspector from conducting such 
tests or inspections he or she deems 
necessary to be assured of the vessel’s 
seaworthiness. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 189.27–5 Periodic inspection. 

(a) Your vessel must undergo a peri-
odic inspection within 3 months before 
or after the second or third anniver-
sary of the date of your vessel’s Certifi-
cate of Inspection. This periodic in-
spection will take the place of an an-
nual inspection. 

(b) You must contact the cognizant 
OCMI to schedule an inspection at a 
time and place which he or she ap-

proves. No written application is re-

quired. 

(c) The scope of the periodic inspec-

tion is the same as that for the inspec-

tion for certification, as specified in 

§ 189.25–10. The OCMI will insure that 

the vessel is in satisfactory condition 

and fit for the service for which it is in-

tended. If your vessel passes the peri-

odic inspection, the marine inspector 

will endorse your current Certificate of 

Inspection. 

(d) If the periodic inspection reveals 

deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-

nance, you must make any or all re-

pairs or improvements within the time 

period specified by the OCMI. 

(e) Nothing in this subpart limits the 

marine inspector from conducting such 

tests or inspections he or she deems 

necessary to be assured of the vessel’s 

seaworthiness. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 189.27–10 Certificate of Inspection: 
Conditions of validity. 

To maintain a valid Certificate of In-

spection, you must complete your an-

nual and periodic inspections within 

the periods specified in §§ 189.27–1 and 

189.27–5 respectively, and your Certifi-

cate of Inspection must be endorsed. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 9, 2000] 

Subpart 189.30—Inspection After 
Accident 

§ 189.30–1 General or partial survey. 

(a) A survey, either general or par-

tial, according to the circumstances, 

shall be made every time an accident 

occurs or a defect is discovered which 

affects the safety of the vessel or the 

efficacy or completeness of its life-

saving appliances, firefighting or other 

equipment, or whenever any important 

repairs or renewals are made. The sur-

vey shall be such as to insure that the 

necessary repairs or renewals have 

been effectively made, that the mate-

rial and the workmanship of such re-

pairs or renewals are in all respects 

satisfactory, and that the vessel com-

plies in all respects with the regula-

tions in this subchapter. 
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Subpart 189.33—Sanitary 
Inspections 

§ 189.33–1 When made. 

(a) An inspection of quarters, toilet 
and washing spaces, serving pantries, 
galleys, etc., shall be made at least 
once in every month. If the route of the 
vessel is such that it is away from a 
U.S. port for more than 1 month, an in-
spection shall be conducted at least 
once every trip. 

Subpart 189.35—Weight Handling 
Gear 

§ 189.35–1 Application. 

(a) The requirements of this subpart 
shall apply to all weight handling gear 
installed on oceanographic research 
vessels except weight handling gear 
designated to handle primary life-
saving equipment. Weight handling 
gear designated for this use shall meet 
the applicable portions of Subchapter I 
(Cargo and Miscellaneous Vessels) of 
this chapter. 

(b) Weight handling gear placed 
under the inspection and testing re-
quired for cargo gear by the classifica-
tion society or cargo gear bureaus rec-
ognized in Subchapter I (Cargo and 
Miscellaneous Vessels) of this chapter 
may be considered as having met the 
intent of this subpart. 

§ 189.35–3 Intent. 

(a) In recognition of the special na-
ture of oceanographic research vessel 
operations, it is intended that max-
imum flexibility be given to the owner 
or operator in complying with the safe-
ty requirements for weight handling 
gear in this subpart. The primary in-
terest of the Coast Guard shall extend 
to hazards associated with the connec-
tions to the vessel, dangerous moving 
parts, extremes in temperature and 
shock hazards. 

§ 189.35–5 Tests. 

(a) An installation load test and safe-
ty assessment shall be conducted by 
the owner or operator. Section 189.35–13 
may be used as a guide for the safety 
assessment. It shall be the responsi-
bility of the owner or operator to no-
tify the Officer in Charge, Marine In-

spection, of the time and place of the 
installation tests when occurring in a 
port of the United States to permit a 
marine inspector to witness the tests if 
desired. Subsequent owner or operator 
conducted tests may be required at the 
time of the vessel’s inspection periods 
if a visual examination or review of the 
equipment record reveals evidence of 
an unsafe condition. Tests should nor-
mally consist of exercising the equip-
ment as a unit with a proof load 25 per-
cent in excess of the equipment’s nor-
mal working load, however manufac-
turer’s design limitations should not be 
exceeded. Consideration shall be given 
to the plans of loading when con-
ducting these tests. Braking, safety 
and limiting devices shall be tested 
whenever feasible. 

§ 189.35–7 Examinations. 

(a) Examination of weight handling 
gear will normally consist of a visual 
examination with access covers re-
moved. Suitability of the equipment 
for the service intended will be empha-
sized. Disassembly of the equipment 
will be required only when there is evi-
dence of a deficiency or an unsafe con-
dition. Non-destructive tests, such as 
radiography, ultrasonic, electronic, or 
other methods may be used if appro-
priate, however will not be required. 

§ 189.35–9 Plans. 

(a) Plans will not normally be re-
quired, however depending on the use 
of the weight handling gear, submis-
sion of plans or other technical infor-
mation may be required by the Officer 
in Charge, Marine Inspection. Unless 
an unsafe condition is in evidence, ves-
sel operations will not be delayed while 
plans or other technical information 
are under review. Plans, when required, 
shall normally include: 

(1) One line electrical diagrams show-
ing appropriate overload protection as 
currently required by subchapter J 
(Electrical Engineering) of this chap-
ter. 

(2) Plans showing hydraulic or pneu-
matic equipment. 

(3) Stress and/or arrangement dia-
grams with supporting design calcula-
tions as appropriate to the specific 
equipment in question. 
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(b) When weight handling gear is 
built to a recognized code or specifica-
tion, plans or other technical data will 
not normally be required. Purchase 
specification or vendor’s information 
may be accepted in lieu of design cal-
culations if sufficiently definitive of 
materials, design (safety) factors and 
operating limitations. 

(c) Design information, when re-
quired, will be evaluated against the 
following minimum design criteria: 

(1) Wet Weight Handling Gear: Wet 
gear shall be considered to consist of 
gear used to lower equipment, appa-
ratus or objects beneath the surface of 
the water or for trailing objects, where 
the wire rope or cable is payed out be-
neath the surface and becomes part of 
the line pull at the head sheave or 
winch drum. Wet gear shall be de-
signed, as a minimum, to withstand 
and operate in excess of the breaking 
strength of the strongest section or 
wire to be used in any condition of 
loading. The safety factor for all metal 
structural parts shall be a minimum of 
1.5; i.e., the yield strength of the mate-
rial shall be at least 1.5 times the cal-
culated stresses resulting from applica-
tion of a load equal to the nominal 
breaking strength of the strongest sec-
tion or wire rope to be used. Suitable 
assumptions for the actual loading con-
ditions shall be used in the design of 
wet gear. The lead of the wire rope 
from the head sheave or winch drum 
shall be considered to vary from the 
vertical and in azimuth in a manner to 
represent the most adverse loading 
condition. 

(2) Other weight handling gear will be 
evaluated on the basis of the standards 
of a recognized organization or associa-
tion recognized by the Commandant 
under § 31.10–6. 

(3) Hydraulic or pneumatic systems 
will be evaluated on the basis of Sub-
chapter F (Marine Engineering) of this 
chapter. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 
amended by CGFR 69–116, 35 FR 6863, Apr. 30, 
1970; CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51219, Sept. 30, 1997] 

§ 189.35–11 Special cases. 

(a) If the above safety requirements 
defeat the purpose of any particular 
piece of weight handling gear, consid-

eration will be given to a relaxation of 
the requirements. 

§ 189.35–13 Master’s responsibility. 

(a) The master of the vessel shall en-
sure the following: 

(1) The gear is properly installed and 
secure. 

(2) Suitable safety guards are in-
stalled in way of rotating machinery, 
hazardous cable runs and at other ap-
propriate locations. 

(3) Operating limitations are posted 
in an appropriate manner. 

(4) Only qualified operators are per-
mitted to operate the weight handling 
gear. The master shall designate the 
operators. 

(5) A minimum number of persons are 
allowed in the immediate area. 

(6) The installation does not violate 
the approved trim and stability infor-
mation. 

(7) A suitable permanent record is 
maintained on the equipment as appro-
priate showing such items as inspec-
tions, tests, important repairs and cas-
ualties experienced. This record shall 
be made available to the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection, upon re-
quest. 

(b) Prior to a vessel’s departure, an 
entry shall also be made in the official 
logbook that the ship’s weight han-
dling gear is in compliance with the ap-
plicable requirements in this sub-
chapter. 

§ 189.35–15 Major installations. 

(a) Where the installation of weight 
handling gear requires modifications to 
the vessel’s structure or affects the 
stability in a manner which cannot be 
assessed by the information contained 
in the approved trim and stability in-
formation, appropriate plans and infor-
mation shall be submitted for approval. 
The installation shall then be in-
spected by the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection for conformance with 
the approved installation plans and in-
formation. 

§ 189.35–90 Weight handling gear man-
ufactured prior to March 1, 1968. 

(a) Weight handling gear manufac-
tured prior to March 1, 1968, will be ac-
cepted on the basis of appropriate tests 
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and examinations should plans or other 
technical information not be available. 

Subpart 189.40—Drydocking 

§ 189.40–1 Definitions relating to hull 
examinations. 

As used in this part— 
(a) Drydock examination means haul-

ing out a vessel or placing a vessel in a 
drydock or slipway for an examination 
of all accessible parts of the vessel’s 
underwater body and all through-hull 
fittings. 

(b) Internal structural examination 
means an examination of the vessel 
while afloat or in drydock and consists 
of a complete examination of the ves-
sel’s main strength members, including 
the major internal framing, the hull 
plating, voids, and ballast tanks, but 
not including cargo or fuel oil tanks. 

(c) Underwater survey means the ex-
amination, while the vessel is afloat, of 
all accessible parts of the vessel’s un-
derwater body and all through-hull fit-
tings. 

[CGD 84–024, 52 FR 39656, Oct. 23, 1987, as 
amended at 53 FR 32232, Aug. 24, 1988; CGD 
95–028, 62 FR 51220, Sept. 30, 1997] 

§ 189.40–3 Drydock examination, inter-
nal structural examination, cargo 
tank internal examination, and un-
derwater survey intervals. 

(a) Except as provided for in para-
graphs (b) through (g) of this section, 
each vessel must undergo drydock and 
internal structural examinations as 
follows: 

(1) Vessels that operate in salt water 
must undergo two drydock and two in-
ternal structural examinations within 
any five year period. No more than 
three years may elapse between any 
two examinations. 

(2) Vessels that operate in fresh 
water at least six months in every 12 
month period since the last drydock 
examination must undergo drydock 
and internal structural examinations 
at intervals not to exceed five years. 

(b) Vessels with wooden hulls must 
undergo two drydock and two internal 
structural examinations within any 
five year period regardless of the type 
of water in which they operate. No 
more than three years may elapse be-
tween any two examinations. 

(c) If, during an internal structural 
examination or underwater survey, 
damage or deterioration to the hull 
plating or structural members is dis-
covered, the Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection, may require the vessel to 
be drydocked or otherwise taken out of 
service to further assess the extent of 
the damage and to effect permanent re-
pairs. 

(d) Each vessel under paragraph (a) of 
this section that is less than 15 years of 
age may be considered for an under-
water survey instead of alternate dry-
dock examinations, provided the vessel 
is fitted with an effective hull protec-
tion system. Vessel owners or opera-
tors must apply to the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection, for ap-
proval of underwater surveys instead of 
alternate drydock examinations for 
each vessel. The application must in-
clude the following information: 

(1) The procedure to be followed in 
carrying out the underwater survey. 

(2) The location where the under-
water survey will be accomplished. 

(3) The method to be used to accu-
rately determine the diver location rel-
ative to the hull. 

(4) The means that will be provided 
for examining through-hull fittings. 

(5) The means that will be provided 
for taking shaft bearing clearances. 

(6) The condition of the vessel, in-
cluding the anticipated draft of the 
vessel at the time of the survey. 

(7) A description of the hull protec-
tion system. 

(e) Vessels otherwise qualifying 
under paragraph (d) of this section, 
that are 15 years of age or older, may 
be considered for continued participa-
tion in or entry into the underwater 
survey program on a case-by-case basis 
if— 

(1) Before the vessel’s next scheduled 
drydocking, the owner or operator sub-
mits a request for participation or con-
tinued participation to Commandant 
(CG–CVC); 

(2) During the vessel’s next 
drydocking after the request is sub-
mitted, no appreciable hull deteriora-
tion is indicated as a result of a com-
plete set of hull gaugings; and 

(3) The results of the hull gauging 
and the results of the Coast Guard dry-
dock examination together with the 
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recommendation of the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection, are sub-
mitted to Commandant (CG–CVC) for 
final approval. 

(f) Each vessel which has not met 
with the applicable examination sched-
ules in paragraph (a) through (e) of this 
section because it is on a voyage, must 
undergo the required examinations 
upon completion of the voyage. 

(g) The Commandant (CG–CVC) may 
authorize extensions to the examina-
tion intervals specified in paragraphs 
(a) and (b) of this section. 

[CGD 84–024, 52 FR 39656, Oct. 23, 1987, as 
amended at 53 FR 32232, Aug. 24, 1988; CGD 
95–072, 60 FR 50469, Sept. 29, 1995; CGD 96–041, 
61 FR 50735, Sept. 27, 1996; CGD 95–028, 62 FR 
51220, Sept. 30, 1997; USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 
49240, Sept. 25, 2009; USCG–2012–0832, 77 FR 
59789, Oct. 1, 2012] 

§ 189.40–5 Notice and plans required. 

(a) The master, owner, operator, or 
agent of the vessel shall notify the Of-
ficer in Charge, Marine Inspection, 
whenever the vessel is to be drydocked 
regardless of the reason for 
drydocking. 

(b) Each vessel, except barges, that 
holds a Load Line Certificate must 
have on board a plan showing the ves-
sel’s scantlings. This plan must be 
made available to the Coast Guard ma-
rine inspector whenever the vessel un-
dergoes a drydock examination, inter-
nal structural examination, or under-
water survey or whenever repairs are 
made to the vessel’s hull. 

(c) Each barge that holds a Load Line 
Certificate must have a plan showing 
the barge’s scantlings. The plan need 
not be maintained on board the barge 
but must be made available to the 
Coast Guard marine inspector when-
ever the barge undergoes a drydock ex-
amination, internal structural exam-
ination, or underwater survey or when-
ever repairs are made to the barge’s 
hull. 

[CGD 84–024, 52 FR 39657, Oct. 23, 1987] 

Subpart 189.43—Integral Fuel Oil 
Tank Examinations 

§ 189.43–1 When required. 

(a) Each fuel oil tank with at least 
one side integral to the vessel’s hull 

and located within the hull (‘‘integral 
fuel oil tank’’) is subject to inspection 
as provided in this section. The owner 
or operator of the vessel shall have the 
tanks cleaned out and gas freed as nec-
essary to permit internal examination 
of the tank or tanks designated by the 
marine inspector. The owner or oper-
ator shall arrange for an examination 
of the fuel tanks of each vessel during 
an internal structural examination at 
intervals not to exceed five years. 

(b) Integral non-double-bottom fuel 
oil tanks need not be cleaned out and 
internally examined if the marine in-
spector is able to determine by exter-
nal examination that the general con-
dition of the tanks is satisfactory. 

(c) Double-bottom fuel oil tanks on 
vessels less than 10 years of age need 
not be cleaned out and internally ex-
amined if the marine inspector is able 
to determine by external examination 
that the general condition of the tanks 
is satisfactory. 

(d) All double-bottom fuel oil tanks 
on vessels 10 years of age or older but 
less than 15 years of age need not be 
cleaned out and internally examined if 
the marine inspector is able to deter-
mine by internal examination of at 
least one forward double-bottom fuel 
oil tank, and by external examination 
of all other double-bottom fuel oil 
tanks on the vessel, that the general 
condition of the tanks is satisfactory. 

(e) All double-bottom fuel oil tanks 
on vessels 15 years of age or older need 
not be cleaned out and internally ex-
amined if the marine inspector is able 
to determine by internal examination 
of at least one forward, one amidships, 
and one aft double-bottom fuel oil 
tank, and by external examination of 
all other double-bottom fuel oil tanks 
on the vessel, that the general condi-
tion of the tanks is satisfactory. 

[CGD 84–024, 52 FR 39657, Oct. 23, 1987, as 
amended at 53 FR 32232, Aug. 24, 1988] 

Subpart 189.45—Repairs and 
Alterations 

§ 189.45–1 Notice required. 

(a) No repairs or alterations affecting 
the stability or safety of the vessel 
with regard to the hull, machinery, and 
equipment shall be made without the 
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knowledge of the Officer in Charge, 
Marine Inspection. 

(b) Drawings of alterations shall be 
approved before work is started unless 
deemed unnecessary by the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection. 

(c) Drawings will not be required for 
repairs in kind. 

(d) Notice is not required for repairs 
or alterations to scientific equipment 
where the stability or safety of the ves-
sel with regard to the hull and machin-
ery or equipment is not affected. 

§ 189.45–5 Inspection required. 

(a) An inspection, either general or 
partial depending upon the cir-
cumstances, shall be made whenever 
any important repairs or alterations 
are undertaken. 

Subpart 189.50—Special 
Operating Requirements 

§ 189.50–1 Inspection and testing re-
quired when making alterations, re-
pairs, or other such operations in-
volving riveting, welding, burning, 
or like fire-producing actions. 

(a) The provisions of ‘‘Standard for 
the Control of Gas Hazards on Vessels 
To Be Repaired,’’ NFPA No. 306, pub-
lished by National Fire Protection As-
sociation, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quin-
cy, MA 02269, shall be used as a guide in 
conducting the inspections and 
issuance of certificates required by this 
section. 

(b) Until an inspection has been made 
to determine that such operation can 
be undertaken with safety, no alter-
ations, repairs, or other such oper-
ations involving riveting, burning, 
welding, or like fire-producing actions 
shall be made: 

(1) Within or on the boundaries of 
tanks which have been used to carry 
combustible liquids or chemicals; or, 

(2) Within spaces adjacent to tanks 
which have been used to carry Grade D 
combustible liquids, except where the 
distance between such tanks and the 
work to be performed is not less than 
twenty-five (25) feet; or, 

(3) Within or on the boundaries of 
fuel tanks; or, 

(4) Within or on the boundaries of 
tanks carrying Grade B or Grade C 

flammable liquids or within spaces ad-
jacent to such tanks; or, 

(5) To pipelines, heat coils, pumps, 
fittings, or other appurtenances con-
nected to such fuel tanks. 

(c) Such inspections shall be made 
and evidenced as follows: 

(1) In ports or places in the United 
States or its territories and possessions 
the inspection shall be made by a ma-
rine chemist certificated by the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association; 
however, if the services of such cer-
tified marine chemist are not reason-
ably available, the Officer in Charge, 
Marine Inspection, upon the rec-
ommendation of the vessel owner and 
his contractor or their representative 
shall select a person who, in the case of 
an individual vessel, shall be author-
ized to make such inspection. If the in-
spection indicates that such operations 
can be undertaken with safety, a cer-
tificate setting forth the fact in writ-
ing and qualified as may be required, 
shall be issued by the certified marine 
chemist or the authorized person be-
fore the work is started. Such quali-
fications shall include any require-
ments as may be deemed necessary to 
maintain, insofar as can reasonably be 
done, the safe conditions in the spaces 
certified throughout the operation and 
shall include such additional tests and 
certifications as considered required. 
Such qualifications and requirements 
shall include precautions necessary to 
eliminate or minimize hazards that 
may be present from protective coat-
ings or residues from cargoes. 

(2) When not in such a port or place, 
and a marine chemist or such person 
authorized by the Officer in Charge, 
Marine Inspection, is not reasonably 
available, the inspection shall be made 
by the senior officer in the crew 
present and a proper entry shall be 
made in the vessel’s logbook. 

(d) It shall be the responsibility of 
the senior officer present to secure cop-
ies of certificates issued by the cer-
tified marine chemist or such person 
authorized by the Officer in Charge, 
Marine Inspection. It shall be the re-
sponsibility of the senior officer in the 
crew present, insofar as the persons 
under his control are concerned, to 
maintain a safe condition on the vessel 
by full observance of all qualifications 
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1 The asterisk (*) indicates items which 
may require approval by the American Bu-
reau of Shipping for vessels classed by that 
society. 

and requirements listed by the marine 
chemist in the certificate. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 
amended by CGD 95–072, 60 FR 50469, Sept. 29, 
1995] 

Subpart 189.55—Plan Approval 

§ 189.55–1 General. 

(a) The following list of required 
plans in § 189.55–5 is general in char-
acter, but includes all plans which nor-
mally show construction and safety 
features coming under the cognizance 
of the Coast Guard. In the case of a 
particular vessel, all of the plans enu-
merated may not be applicable and it is 
intended that only those plans and 
specifications be submitted as will 
clearly show the vessel’s arrangements, 
construction and required equipment. 

(b) In the following list of required 
plans in § 189.55–5, the items which 
must be approved by the American Bu-
reau of Shipping for vessels classed by 
that organization are indicated by an 
asterisk. When prints bearing record of 
such approval by the American Bureau 
of Shipping are forwarded to the Coast 
Guard they will in general be accepted 
as satisfactory except insofar as the 
law or the Coast Guard regulations 
contain requirements which are not 
covered by the American Bureau of 
Shipping. 

§ 189.55–5 Plans and specifications re-
quired for new construction. 

(a) General. (1) Specifications. 
(2) General arrangement plan of 

decks, holds, inner bottoms, etc., and 
including inboard and outboard profile. 

(b) Hull structure. 1 (1) * Inner bottom 
plating and framing. 

(2) *Midship section. 
(3) *Shell plating and framing. 
(4) *Stem, stern frame, and rudder. 
(5) *Structural deck plans for 

strength decks. 
(6) *Pillars and girders. 
(7) *Watertight and oiltight bulk-

heads. 
(8) *Foundations for main machinery 

and boilers. 

(9) *Arrangement of ports, doors, and 
airports in shell plating. 

(10) *Hatch coamings and covers in 
weather and watertight decks. 

(11) *Details of hinged subdivision 
watertight doors and operating gear. 

(12) *Scuppers and drains penetrating 
shell plating. 

(13) Weight handling gear when re-
quired by the Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection, as provided for by § 189.35–9. 

(c) Subdivision and stability. Plans re-
quired by part 170 of this chapter. 

(d) Fire control. (1) General arrange-
ment plans showing for each deck the 
control stations, the various fire sec-
tions enclosed by fire resisting bulk-
heads, the arrangement of the alarm 
and extinguishing systems, the fire ex-
tinguishers, means of access to dif-
ferent compartments and decks and the 
ventilation system including location 
of ventilation shutdowns, positions of 
dampers and the number identifying 
each system. 

(2) Ventilation diagram including 
dampers and other fire control fea-
tures. 

(3) Details of alarm systems. 
(4) Details of extinguishing systems, 

including fire mains, carbon dioxide, 
clean agent, foam, and sprinkling sys-
tems. 

(e) Marine engineering. For plans re-
quired for marine engineering equip-
ment and systems. See Subchapter F 
(Marine Engineering) of this chapter. 

(f) Electrical engineering. For plans re-
quired for electrical engineering, 
equipment, and systems, see Sub-
chapter J (Electrical Engineering) of 
this chapter. 

(g) Lifesaving equipment. These plans 
are to show the location and arrange-
ment of embarkation decks, all over-
board discharges and projections in 
way of launching lifeboats, weights of 
lifeboats fully equipped and loaded, 
working loads of davits and winches, 
types and sizes of falls, the manufac-
turer’s name and identification for all 
equipment, and all other relevant and 
necessary information. 

(1) Arrangement of lifeboats. 
(2) Arrangement of davits. 
(3) Location and stowage of liferafts 

and buoyant apparatus. 
(h) Accommodations for crewmembers 

and scientific personnel. Arrangement 
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plans showing accommodations, ven-
tilation, escapes, hospitals, and sani-
tary facilities for all crewmembers and 
scientific personnel. 

(i) Magazines and magazine vans. (1) 
All plans relating to the arrangement, 
construction, ventilation, and fire pro-
tection system for magazines and mag-
azine vans. (The plans required for 
magazines and magazine vans to be in-
stalled or carried on a vessel after the 
vessel is in operation, are set forth in 
subpart 195.11 of this subchapter.) 

(2) Ventilation and sprinkler system 
calculations for magazines and maga-
zine vans. 

(j) For vessels of 100 meters (328 feet) 
or more in length contracted for on or 
after September 7, 1990, a plan must be 
included which shows how visibility 
from the navigation bridge will meet 
the standards contained in § 190.02–15 of 
this subchapter. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 

amended by CGD 79–023, 48 FR 51052, Nov. 4, 

1983; CGD 85–099, 55 FR 32249, Aug. 8, 1990; 

CGD 88–032, 56 FR 35829, July 29, 1991; 56 FR 

46354, Sept. 11, 1991; 56 FR 50754, Oct. 8, 1991; 

USCG–2006–24797, 77 FR 33893, June 7, 2012] 

§ 189.55–10 Plans required for alter-
ations of existing vessels. 

(a) In the event of alterations involv-
ing the safety of the vessel, the appli-
cable plans shall be submitted for ap-
proval covering the proposed work ex-
cept as modified by § 189.45–1. 

§ 189.55–15 Procedure for submittal of 
plans. 

(a) As the relative location of ship-
yards, design offices, and Coast Guard 
offices vary throughout the country, 
no specific routing will be required in 
the submittal of plans. In general, one 
of the following procedures would 
apply, but in a particular case, if a 
more expeditious procedure can be 
used, there will be no objection to its 
adoption. 

(1) The plans may be submitted to 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, in the district in which the vessel 
is to be built. This procedure will be 
most expeditious in the case of those 
offices where personnel and facilities 
are available for examination and ap-
proval of plans locally. 

(2) The plans may be submitted by 
visitors directly to the Commanding 
Officer, Marine Safety Center, U.S. 
Coast Guard, 2703 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20593, 
or transmitted by mail to: Com-
manding Officer (MSC), Attn: Marine 
Safety Center, U.S. Coast Guard Stop 
7430, 2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave-
nue SE., Washington, DC 20593–7430, in 
a written or electronic format. Infor-
mation for submitting the VSP elec-
tronically can be found at http:// 
www.uscg.mil/HQ/MSC. In this case, the 
plans will be returned directly to the 
submitter, with a copy of the action 
being forwarded to the interested Offi-
cer in Charge, Marine Inspection. 

(3) In the case of classed vessels, upon 
specific request by the submitter, the 
American Bureau of Shipping will ar-
range to forward the necessary plans to 
the Coast Guard indicating its action 
thereon. In this case, the plans will be 
returned as noted in paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-

tations affecting § 189.55–15, see the List of 

CFR Sections Affected, which appears in the 

Finding Aids section of the printed volume 

and at www.govinfo.gov. 

§ 189.55–20 Number of plans required. 

(a) Three copies of each plan are nor-
mally required so that one can be re-
turned to the submitter. If the sub-
mitter desires additional approved 
plans, a suitable number should be sub-
mitted to permit the required distribu-
tion. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 

amended by CGFR 69–116, 35 FR 6862, Apr. 30, 

1970] 

Subpart 189.60—Certificates Under 
International Convention for 
Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 

§ 189.60–1 Application. 

The provisions of this subpart shall 
apply to all oceanographic research 
vessels on an international voyage. 
(See § 188.05–10 of this subchapter.) 

[CGD 95–012, 60 FR 48052, Sept. 18, 1995; 60 FR 

50120, Sept. 28, 1995] 
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§ 189.60–5 Cargo Ship Safety Construc-
tion Certificate. 

(a) All vessels on an international 
voyage are required to have a Cargo 
Ship Safety Construction Certificate. 
This certificate shall be issued by the 
U.S. Coast Guard or the American Bu-
reau of Shipping to certain vessels on 
behalf of the United States of America 
as provided in Regulation 12, Chapter I, 
of the International Convention for 
Safety of Life at Sea, 1974. 

(b) All such vessels shall meet the ap-
plicable requirements of this chapter 
for vessels on an international voyage. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 

amended by CGD 90–008, 55 FR 30665, July 26, 

1990] 

§ 189.60–10 Cargo Ship Safety Equip-
ment Certificate. 

(a) All vessels on an international 
voyage are required to have a Cargo 
Ship Safety Equipment Certificate. 

(b) All such vessels shall meet the ap-
plicable requirements of this chapter 
for vessels on an international voyage. 

§ 189.60–15 Cargo Ship Safety Radio 
Certificate. 

Every vessel equipped with a radio 
installation on an international voyage 
must have a Cargo Ship Safety Radio 
Certificate. Each radio installation 
must meet the requirements of the 
Federal Communication Commission 
and the International Convention for 
Safety of Life at Sea. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6510, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 189.60–25 Exemption Certificate. 

(a) A vessel may be exempted by the 
Commandant from complying with cer-
tain requirements of the Convention 
under his administration upon request 
made in writing to him and trans-
mitted via the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection. 

(b) When an exemption is granted to 
a vessel by the Commandant under and 
in accordance with the Convention, an 
Exemption Certificate describing such 
exemption shall be issued through the 
appropriate Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection, in addition to other re-
quired certificates. 

§ 189.60–30 Safety Management Certifi-
cate. 

All vessels to which 33 CFR part 96 
applies on an international voyage 
must have a valid Safety Management 
Certificate and a copy of their com-
pany’s valid Document of Compliance 
certificate on board. 

[CGD 95–073, 62 FR 67515, Dec. 24, 1997] 

§ 189.60–35 Availability of Certificates. 

The Convention certificates must be 
on board the vessel and readily avail-
able for examination at all times. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6510, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 189.60–40 Duration of Convention 
certificates. 

(a) The following certificates are 
valid for a period of not more than 60 
months (5 years). 

(1) A Cargo Ship Safety Construction 
Certificate. 

(2) A Cargo Ship Safety Equipment 
Certificate. 

(3) A Safety Management Certificate. 
(4) A Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certifi-

cate. 
(b) An Exemption certificate must 

not be valid for longer than the period 
of the certificate to which it refers. 

(c) A Convention certificate may be 
withdrawn, revoked, or suspended at 
any time when it is determined that 
the vessel is no longer in compliance 
with applicable requirements. (See 
§ 2.01–70 of this chapter for procedures 
governing appeals.) 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6510, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 189.60–45 American Bureau of Ship-
ping. 

(a) The American Bureau of Ship-
ping, with its home office at ABS 
Plaza, 16855 Northchase Drive, Hous-
ton, TX 77060, is hereby designated as 
an organization duly authorized to 
issue the ‘‘Cargo Ship Safety Construc-
tion Certificate’’ to certain oceano-
graphic research vessels on behalf of 
the United States of America as pro-
vided in Regulation 12, Chapter I, of 
the International Convention for Safe-
ty of Life at Sea, 1974, and Executive 
Order 12234 and the certificate shall be 
subject to the requirements in this sub-
part. The American Bureau of Shipping 
is authorized to place the official seal 
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of the United States of America on the 
certificate. This designation and dele-
gation to the American Bureau of Ship-
ping shall be in effect until terminated 
by proper authority and notice of can-
cellation is published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER. 

(b) At the option of the owner or 
agent of a vessel on an international 
voyage and on direct application to the 
American Bureau of Shipping, the Bu-
reau may issue to such vessel a Cargo 
Ship Safety Construction Certificate, 
having a period of validity of not more 
than 60 months after ascertaining that 
the vessel: 

(1) Has met the applicable require-
ments of the Convention; and 

(2) Is currently classed by the Bureau 
and classification requirements have 
been dealt with to the satisfaction of 
the Bureau. 

(c) When the Bureau determines that 
a vessel to which it has issued a Cargo 
Ship Safety Construction Certificate 
no longer complies with the Bureau’s 
applicable requirements for classifica-
tion, the Bureau shall immediately fur-
nish to the Coast Guard all relevant in-
formation, which will be used by the 
Coast Guard to determine whether or 
not to withdraw, revoke or suspend the 
Cargo Ship Safety Construction Cer-
tificate. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 
amended by CGD 77–081, 46 FR 56204, Nov. 16, 
1981; CGD 90–008, 55 FR 30665, July 26, 1990; 
CGD 96–041, 61 FR 50735, Sept. 27, 1996: USCG– 
2000–7790, 65 FR 58465, Sept. 29, 2000] 

PART 190—CONSTRUCTION AND 
ARRANGEMENT 

Subpart 190.00—General Provisions 

Sec. 

190.00–1 Preemptive effect. 

Subpart 190.01—Hull Structure 

190.01–1 Application. 
190.01–5 Vessels subject to load line. 
190.01–10 Structural standards. 
190.01–15 Special consideration. 
190.01–90 Vessels contracted for prior to 

March 1, 1968. 

Subpart 190.02—Navigation Bridge 
Visibility 

190.02–1 Navigation bridge visibility. 

Subpart 190.03—Subdivision and Stability 

190.03–1 General. 

Subpart 190.05—General Fire Protection 

190.05–1 Application. 
190.05–3 Fire hazards to be minimized. 
190.05–5 Woodwork insulated from heated 

surfaces. 
190.05–10 Chemical storeroom and lamp 

room construction. 
190.05–15 Segregation of spaces containing 

the emergency source of electric power. 
190.05–20 Segregation of chemical labora-

tories and chemical storerooms. 

Subpart 190.07—Structural Fire Protection 

190.07–1 Application. 
190.07–5 Definitions. 
190.07–10 Construction. 
190.07–90 Vessels contracted for prior to 

March 1, 1968. 

Subpart 190.10—Means of Escape 

190.10–1 Application. 
190.10–5 Two means required. 
190.10–10 Location. 
190.10–15 Vertical ladders not accepted. 
190.10–20 No means for locking doors. 
190.10–25 Stairway size. 
190.10–30 Dead end corridors. 
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190.10–40 Access to lifeboats. 
190.10–45 Weather deck communications. 
190.10–90 Vessels contracted for prior to 

March 1, 1968. 

Subpart 190.15—Ventilation 

190.15–1 Application. 
190.15–5 Vessels using fuel having a 

flashpoint of 110 °F. or lower. 
190.15–10 Ventilation for closed spaces. 
190.15–15 Ventilation for living spaces and 

quarters. 
190.15–90 Vessels contracted for prior to 

March 1, 1968. 

Subpart 190.20—Accommodations for 
Officers, Crew, and Scientific Personnel 

190.20–1 Application. 
190.20–5 Intent. 
190.20–10 Location of crew spaces. 
190.20–15 Construction. 
190.20–20 Sleeping accommodations. 
190.20–25 Washrooms and toilet rooms. 
190.20–30 Messrooms. 
190.20–35 Hospital space. 
190.20–40 Other spaces. 
190.20–45 Lighting. 
190.20–50 Heating and cooling. 
190.20–55 Insect screens. 
190.20–90 Vessels contracted for prior to 

March 1, 1968. 
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