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SUBCHAPTER T—SMALL PASSENGER VESSELS (UNDER 100 
GROSS TONS) 

PART 175—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
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§ 175.100 Purpose. 

The purpose of this subchapter is to 
implement applicable sections of Sub-
title II of Title 46, United States Code, 
which require the inspection and cer-
tification of small passenger vessels. 
The regulations in this subchapter 
have preemptive effect over State or 
local regulations in the same field. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 947, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended by USCG–2012–0196, 81 FR 48296, 
July 22, 2016] 

§ 175.110 General applicability. 

(a) Except as in paragraph (b) of this 
section, this subchapter applies to each 
vessel of less than 100 gross tons that 
carries 150 or less passengers, or has 
overnight accommodations for 49 or 
less passengers, and that— 

(1) Carries more than six passengers, 
including at least one for hire; 

(2) Is chartered with a crew provided 
or specified by the owner or the own-
er’s representative and is carrying 
more than six passengers; 

(3) Is chartered with no crew provided 
or specified by the owner or the own-
er’s representative and is carrying 
more than 12 passengers; or 

(4) If a submersible vessel, carries at 
least one passenger for hire; or 

(5) Is a ferry carrying more than six 
passengers. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a): For a vessel of less 
than 100 gross tons that carries more than 
150 passengers or has overnight accommoda-
tions for more than 49 passengers, see sub-
chapter K of this chapter. 

(b) This subchapter does not apply to: 

(1) A vessel operating exclusively on 
inland waters that are not navigable 
waters of the United States; 

(2) An oceanographic research vessel; 

(3) A boat forming part of a vessel’s 
lifesaving equipment and that is not 
used for carrying passengers except in 
emergencies or during emergency 
drills; 

(4) A vessel of a foreign country that 
is a party to the International Conven-
tion for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, 
as amended (SOLAS), to which the 
United States Government is currently 
a party, and that has on board a cur-
rent valid SOLAS Passenger Ship Safe-
ty Certificate; or 

(5) A vessel of a foreign country, 
whose government has inspection laws 
approximating those of the United 
States and that by its laws accords 
similar privileges to vessels of the 
United States, which has on board a 
current valid certificate of inspection, 
permitting the carrying of passengers, 
issued by its government. 

(c) Irrespective of build date, a vessel 
to which this subchapter applies must 
meet 46 CFR 181.405, 181.450, 181.500, 
185.364, and 185.420(b), if it is not a 
ferry, and if it— 

(1) Has overnight accommodations 
for passengers; or 

(2) Is operating on a Coastwise or 
Oceans route. 
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(d) Irrespective of build date, a vessel 
to which this subchapter applies must 
meet 46 CFR 177.115(c), 177.500(n), 
185.410(b), 185.507, and 185.515, if it is not 
a ferry and has overnight accommoda-
tions for passengers. 

(e) The requirements outlined in 
paragraphs (c) and (d) of this section 
must be met no later than March 28, 
2022, except for: 

(1) The requirements to implement 46 
CFR 181.405, 181.450, and 181.500, which 
must be met no later than December 
27, 2022; and 

(2) The requirements to implement 46 
CFR 177.115(c) and 177.500(n), which 
must be met no later than December 
27, 2023. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 947, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996, as amended at 62 FR 51355, 
Sept. 30, 1997; USCG–2008–1107, 74 FR 63664, 
Dec. 4, 2009; USCG–2021–0306, 86 FR 73172, Dec. 
27, 2021] 

§ 175.112 Specific applicability for in-
dividual parts. 

At the beginning of certain parts of 
this subchapter, a more specific appli-
cation is given for all or particular por-
tions of that part. This application sets 
forth the type, size, service, or age of a 
vessel to which certain portions of that 
part apply or particular dates by which 
an existing vessel must comply with 
certain portions of that part. 

§ 175.115 Applicability to offshore sup-
ply vessels. 

(a) Existing OSVs of more than 15 but 
less than 100 gross tons are subject to 
inspection under this subchapter. New 
OSVs of more than 15 but less than 100 
gross tons are subject to inspection 
under subchapter L of this chapter. 

(b) Each existing OSV permitted 
grandfathering under paragraph (a) of 
this section must complete construc-
tion and have a Certificate of Inspec-
tion by March 16, 1998. 

[CGD 82–004, CGD 86–074, 62 FR 49355, Sept. 19, 
1997] 

§ 175.118 Vessels operating under an 
exemption afforded in the Pas-
senger Vessel Safety Act of 1993 
(PVSA). 

(a) The Passenger Vessel Safety Act 
of 1993 (PVSA) contained an allowance 

for the exemption of certain passenger 

vessels that are— 

(1) At least 100 gross tons but less 

than 300 gross tons; or 

(2) Former public vessels of at least 

100 gross tons but less than 500 gross 

tons. 

(b) The owner or operator of a vessel 

must have applied for an exemption 

under PVSA by June 21, 1994, and then 

brought the vessel into compliance 

with the interim guidance in Naviga-

tion and Inspection Circular (NVIC) 7– 

94 not later than December 21, 1996. The 

PVSA exemption is valid for the serv-

ice life of the vessel, as long as the ves-

sel remains certified for passenger 

service. If the Certificate of Inspection 

(COI) is surrendered or otherwise be-

comes invalid (not including a term 

while the vessel is out of service but 

undergoing an inspection for recertifi-

cation), the owner or operator must 

meet the appropriate inspection regu-

lations to obtain a new COI without 

the PVSA exemption. 

(c) Except where the provisions of 

subchapter H of this chapter apply, the 

owner or operator must ensure that the 

vessel meets the requirements of this 

subchapter, meets any requirements 

the OCMI deems applicable, and meets 

any specific additions or exceptions as 

follows: 

(1) If a vessel does not meet the in-

tact stability requirements of sub-

chapter S of this chapter, the vessel’s 

route(s) will be limited to an area with-

in 20 nautical miles from a harbor of 

safe refuge, provided the vessel has a 

history of safe operation on those 

waters. The OCMI may further restrict 

the vessel’s routes if the vessel’s serv-

ice history, condition, or other factors 

affect its seaworthiness or safety. 

(2) The vessel may not carry more 

than 150 passengers, and not more than 

49 passengers in overnight accommoda-

tions. 

(3) The owner or operator must crew 

the vessel under the requirements of 

this subchapter. All officers must be 

endorsed for the appropriate vessel ton-

nage. The OCMI may require an appro-

priately endorsed engineer officer for 

those vessels of at least 200 gross tons. 
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