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date the vessel obtains a Certificate of
Inspection (COI), whichever date is ear-
lier.

(b) The delayed implementation pro-
visions in paragraph (a) of this section
do not apply to a new towing vessel.

(c) Alterations or modifications made
to the structure or arrangements of an
existing vessel that are a major conver-
sion, made on or after the July 20, 2017,
must comply with the regulations ap-
plied to a new towing vessel of this
part insofar as is reasonable and prac-
ticable. Repairs conducted on an exist-
ing vessel, resulting in no significant
changes to the original structure or ar-
rangement of the vessel, must comply
with the standards applicable to the
vessel at the time of construction or,
as an alternative, with the regulations
in this part.

[USCG-2006-24412, 81 FR 40101, June 20, 2016;
81 FR 47312, July 21, 2016; USCG-2021-0348, 87
FR 3224, Jan. 21, 2022]

§144.120 A classed vessel.

A vessel currently classed by a recog-
nized classification society is deemed
to be in compliance with the require-
ments of subparts B and C of this part.

§144.125 A vessel with a load line.

A vessel with a valid load line certifi-
cate issued in accordance with sub-
chapter E of this chapter may be
deemed in compliance with the require-
ments of subparts B and C of this part.

§144.130 A vessel built to the Inter-
national Convention for the Safety
of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended, re-
quirements.

A vessel built to the International
Convention for the Safety of Life at
Sea, 1974, as amended, is considered to
be in compliance with this part.

§144.135 Verification of compliance
with design standards.

Verification of compliance with the
construction and arrangement design
standards of this part must be per-
formed according to the following
table:
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TABLE 144.135—VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE
WITH DESIGN STANDARDS

Then the applicable
requirements must be
met—

If the vessel is—

Before the COl is
issued.

Before the major con-
version or alteration
is performed.

(a) A new vessel, .....cccccerereeiciennne

(b) A vessel to undergo a major con-
version or alteration to the hull,
machinery, or equipment that may
affect the vessel's safety,

(c) A vessel on which a new installa-
tion that is not a “replacement in
kind”,

Before the new instal-
lation is performed.

[USCG-2006-24412, 81 FR 40101, June 20, 2016;
81 FR 47312, July 21, 2016]

§144.140 Qualifications.

Use the following table to determine
the individual or entity that may con-
duct a verification of compliance with
design standards required by §144.135.

TABLE 144.140

Verification of compliance
with design standards
may be performed by—

Provided that—

The PE ensures he or she does
not exceed the scope of his or
her P.E. license.

(a) A registered profes-
sional engineer (P.E.)
licensed by one of the
states of the United
States or the District of
Columbia;

(b) An authorized classi-
fication society that has
been delegated the au-
thority to issue the
SOLAS Cargo Ship
Safety Construction
Certificate under 46
CFR 8.320;

(c) The Coast Guard .......

The authorized classification soci-
ety ensures that the employees
that perform the verification of
compliance holds proper quali-
fications for the type of
verification performed.

§144.145 Procedures for verification of
compliance with design standards.

(a) Verification of compliance with
design standards, when required by
§144.135, must be performed by an indi-
vidual or entity who meets the require-
ments of §144.140.

(b) Verification of compliance with
design standards must be based on ob-
jective evidence of compliance with the
applicable requirements and include:

(1) A description of the vessel’s in-
tended service and route;

(2) The standards used for the vessel’s
design and construction;

(3) Deviations from the standards
used, if any;



Coast Guard, DHS

(4) A statement that the vessel is
suitable for the intended service and
route; and

(6) The identification of the indi-
vidual or entity in Table 144.140 of
§144.140 who conducted the verification
of compliance.

(c) Verification of compliance with
design standards must include review
and analyses of sufficient plans, draw-
ings, schematics, calculations, and
other documents to ensure the vessel
complies with the standards used. The
plans must be stamped with the seal
authorized for use by the individual or
entity performing the verification of
compliance, or otherwise indicate that
they have been reviewed and deter-
mined to meet the applicable standards
by an individual or entity who meets
the requirements of §144.140.

(d) A copy of the verified plan must
be provided to the cognizant Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMI) and
the third-party organization (TPO)
conducting the surveys, if applicable,
except as provided in paragraph (e) of
this section.

(e) Plans verified by an authorized
classification society need only be pro-
vided to the Coast Guard upon request.

(f) If the vessel is a new vessel, a copy
of the verified plan must be available
at the construction site.

(g) As referred to in this section, the
term plan may include, but is not lim-
ited to drawings, documents, or dia-
grams of the following:

(1) Outboard profile.

(2) Inboard profile.

(3) Arrangement of decks.

(4) Midship section and scantling
plans.

() Survival craft embarkation sta-
tions.

(6) Machinery installation, including,
but not limited to:

(i) Propulsion and propulsion control,
including shaft details;

(ii) Steering and steering control, in-
cluding rudder details;

(iii) Ventilation diagrams;

(iv) Fuel transfer and service system,
including tanks;

(v) Piping systems including: bilge,

ballast, hydraulic, combustible and
flammable liquids, vents, and over-
flows; and
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(vi) Hull penetrations and shell con-
nections;

(7) Electrical installation including,
but not limited to:

(i) Elementary one-line diagram of
the power system;

(ii) Cable lists;

(iii) Type and size of generators and
prime movers;

(iv) Type and size of generator cables,
bus-tie cables, feeders, and branch cir-
cuit cables;

(v) Power and lighting panelboards
with number of circuits and rating of
energy consuming devices;

(vi) Capacity of storage batteries;

(vii) Rating of circuit breakers and
switches, interrupting capacity of cir-
cuit breakers, and rating and setting of
overcurrent devices; and

(viii) Electrical plant load analysis
as required by §143.555 of this sub-
chapter.

(8) Lifesaving equipment Ilocations
and installation;

(9) Fire protection equipment instal-
lation including, but not limited to:

(i) Fire main system plans and cal-
culations;

(ii) Fixed gas fire extinguishing sys-
tem plans and calculations;

(iii) Fire detecting system and smoke
detecting system plans;

(iv) Sprinkler system diagram and
calculations; and

(v) Portable fire extinguisher types,
sizes, and locations;

(10) Lines and offsets, curves of form,
cross curves of stability, tank capac-
ities including size and location on ves-
sel, and other stability documents
needed to show compliance; and

(11) Towing arrangements.

§144.155 Verification of compliance
with design standards for a sister
vessel.

(a) Verification of compliance re-
quired by §144.135 is not required for a
sister vessel, provided that:

(1) The original vessel has been
verified as complying with this part;

(2) The owner authorizes the use of
the plans for the original vessels for
the new construction of the sister ves-
sel;

(3) The standards used in the design
and construction of the original vessel
have not changed since the original
verification of compliance;
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