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(d) When submitting an application 
for inspection, the owner or managing 
operator must specify on the applica-
tion which option he or she chooses for 
each particular towing vessel. Owners 
or managing operators may choose dif-
ferent options for the individual vessels 
within their fleets. 

(e) Requests to change options during 
the period of validity of an existing 
COI must be accompanied by an appli-
cation to the OCMI for a new COI. If 
the requirements for the new option 
are met, the OCMI will issue the vessel 
a new COI. 

§ 136.172 Temporary compliance for 
existing towing vessels. 

An existing towing vessel subject to 
this subchapter will remain subject to 
Coast Guard regulations applicable to 
the vessel on July 19, 2016 until either 
July 20, 2018 or the date the vessel ob-
tains a COI, whichever date is earlier. 

§ 136.175 Approved equipment. 
Where equipment in this subchapter 

is required to be of an approved type, 
such equipment requires the specific 
approval of the Coast Guard. A list of 
approved equipment and materials may 
be found online at http://cgmix.uscg.mil/ 
Equipment/EquipmentSearch.aspx. Any 
OCMI may be contacted for informa-
tion concerning approved equipment 
and materials. 

§ 136.180 Appeals. 
Any person directly affected by a de-

cision or action taken under this sub-
chapter, by or on behalf of the Coast 
Guard, may appeal in accordance with 
46 CFR 1.03. 

Subpart B—Certificate of 
Inspection 

§ 136.200 Certificate required. 
(a) A towing vessel may not be oper-

ated without having onboard a valid 
COI issued by the Coast Guard as re-
quired by § 136.202. 

(b) Each towing vessel certificated 
under the provisions of this subchapter 
must be in full compliance with the 
terms of the COI. 

(c) If necessary to prevent the delay 
of the vessel, the Coast Guard may 
issue a temporary COI to a towing ves-

sel, pending the issuance and delivery 
of the permanent COI. The temporary 
COI must be carried in the same man-
ner as the regular COI and is equiva-
lent to the permanent COI that it rep-
resents. 

(d) A towing vessel on a foreign voy-
age between a port in the United 
States and a port in a foreign country 
whose COI expires during the voyage 
may lawfully complete the voyage 
without a valid COI, provided the voy-
age is completed within 30 days of expi-
ration, and provided that the COI did 
not expire within 15 days of sailing on 
the foreign voyage from a U.S. port. 

§ 136.202 Certificate of Inspection 
phase-in period. 

(a) All owners or managing operators 
of more than one existing towing vessel 
required to have a COI by this sub-
chapter must ensure that each existing 
towing vessel under their ownership or 
control is issued a valid COI according 
to the following schedule: 

(1) By July 22, 2019, at least 25 per-
cent of the towing vessels must have 
valid COIs on board; 

(2) By July 20, 2020, at least 50 per-
cent of the towing vessels must have 
valid COIs on board; 

(3) By July 19, 2021, at least 75 per-
cent of the towing vessels must have 
valid COIs on board; and 

(4) By July 19, 2022, 100 percent of the 
towing vessels must have valid COIs on 
board. 

(b) All owners or managing operators 
of only one existing towing vessel re-
quired to have a COI by this subchapter 
must ensure the vessel has an onboard, 
valid COI by July 20, 2020. 

(c) A new towing vessel must obtain 
a COI before it enters into service. 

§ 136.205 Description. 
A towing vessel’s COI describes the 

vessel, routes that it may travel, min-
imum manning requirements and total 
persons allowed onboard, safety equip-
ment and appliances required to be on-
board, horsepower, and other informa-
tion pertinent to the vessel’s oper-
ations as determined by the OCMI. 

§ 136.210 Obtaining or renewing a COI. 
Owners and managing operators must 

submit Form CG–3752, ‘‘Application for 
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