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§11.553

§11.553 Chief engineer (OSV).

(a) The minimum service required to
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as chief engineer (OSV) is 4 years
of total service in the engineroom of
vessels. One year of this service must
have been as an engineer officer while
holding an engineer officer endorse-
ment. Two years of the service must
have been as a qualified member of the
engine department or equivalent posi-
tion.

(b) If an applicant has not obtained
at least 50 percent of the required expe-
rience on vessels of 4,000 HP/3,000 kW or
more, a propulsion power limitation is
placed on the MMC based on the appli-
cant’s qualifying experience. The en-
dorsement is limited to the maximum
propulsion power on which at least 25
percent of the required experience was
obtained, or 150 percent of the max-
imum propulsion power on which at
least 50 percent of the service was ob-
tained, whichever is higher. Limita-
tions are in multiples of 1,000 HP/750
kW, using the next higher figure when
an intermediate propulsion power is
calculated. When the limitation as cal-
culated equals or exceeds 10,000 HP/
7,600 kW, an unlimited propulsion
power endorsement is issued.

(c) A person holding an endorsement
as chief engineer (OSV) may qualify for
an STCW endorsement, according to
§§11.325, 11.327, and 11.331 of this part.

(d) The Coast Guard may exempt an
applicant from meeting any require-
ment under STCW Regulation III/2 (in-
corporated by reference, see §11.102 of
this part) that the Coast Guard deter-
mines to be inappropriate or unneces-
sary for service on an OSV, or that the
applicant meets under the equivalency
provisions of Article IX of STCW.

§11.555 Assistant engineer (OSV).

(a) The minimum service required to
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as assistant engineer (OSV) of
unlimited propulsion power is—

(1) Three years of service in the
engineroom. Eighteen months of this
service must have been as a qualified
member of the engine department
(QMED) or equivalent position; or

(2) One year of total service as part of
an approved or accepted assistant engi-
neer (OSV) training program.
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(b) The minimum service required to
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as assistant engineer (OSV) of
less than 4,000 HP/3,000 kW, is 2 years of
service in the engineroom. One year of
this service must have been as a QMED
or equivalent position.

(c) The minimum service required to
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as assistant engineer (OSV) of
less than 1,000 HP/750 kW is 1 year of
service in the engineroom. Six months
of this service must have been as a
QMED or equivalent position.

(d) A person holding an endorsement
as assistant engineer (OSV) may qual-
ify for an STCW endorsement, accord-
ing to §§11.329 and 11.333 of this part.

(e) The Coast Guard may exempt an
applicant from meeting any require-
ment under STCW Regulation III/1 (in-
corporated by reference, see §11.102 of
this part) that the Coast Guard deter-
mines to be inappropriate or unneces-
sary for service on an OSV, or that the
applicant meets under the equivalency
provisions of Article IX of STCW.

[USCG-2004-17914, 78 FR 77909, Dec. 24, 2013,
as amended by USCG-2014-0688, 79 FR 58277,
Sept. 29, 2014]

Subpart F—Credentialing of Radio
Officers

§11.601 Applicability.

This subpart provides for endorse-
ment as radio officers for employment
on vessels, and for the issue of STCW
endorsements for those qualified to
serve as radio operators on vessels sub-
ject to the provisions on the Global
Maritime Distress and Safety System
(GMDSS) of Chapter IV of SOLAS (in-
corporated by reference, see §11.102 of
this part).

§11.603 Requirements for radio offi-
cers’ endorsements.

Each applicant for an original en-
dorsement or renewal of license must
present a current radiotelegraph oper-
ator license (T) issued by the Federal
Communications Commission. The ap-
plicant must enter on the endorsement
application form the number, class,
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