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Coast Guard, DHS § 11.454 

§ 11.446 Requirements for master of 
Great Lakes and inland self-pro-
pelled vessels of less than 500 GRT. 

(a) The minimum service required to 
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as master of Great Lakes and in-
land self-propelled vessels of less than 
500 GRT is— 

(1) Three years of total service on 
vessels. One year of the required serv-
ice must have been as a master, mate, 
or equivalent position on vessels of 50 
GRT or more while holding a license or 
MMC endorsement as master, mate, or 
OUPV. 

(2) [Reserved] 

(b) An applicant holding a license or 
MMC endorsement as master of ocean, 
near-coastal, or Great Lakes and in-
land towing vessels is eligible for this 
endorsement after 6 months of service 
as master of towing vessels and com-
pletion of a limited examination. This 
requires 31⁄2 years of service. Two years 
of this service must have been served 
while holding a license or MMC en-
dorsement as master or mate (pilot) of 
towing vessels, or mate. 

§ 11.448 Requirements for mate of 
Great Lakes and inland self-pro-
pelled vessels of less than 500 GRT. 

The minimum service required to 
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as mate of Great Lakes and in-
land self-propelled vessels of less than 
500 GRT is 2 years of total service in 
the deck department of self-propelled 
vessels. One year of the required serv-
ice must have been on vessels of 50 
GRT or more. Three months of the re-
quired service must have been while 
performing bridge watchkeeping duties 
under the supervision of the master or 
a qualified officer on vessels of 50 GRT 
or more. 

§ 11.450 Tonnage limitations and quali-
fying requirements for endorse-
ments as master or mate of Great 
Lakes and inland vessels of less 
than 200 GRT. 

(a) Except as noted in paragraph (d) 
of this section, all endorsements issued 
for master or mate of vessels of less 
than 200 GRT are issued in 50 GRT in-
crements based on the applicant’s 
qualifying experience in accordance 

with the provisions of § 11.422 of this 
subpart. 

(b) Service gained in the engineroom 
on vessels of less than 200 GRT may be 
creditable for up to 25 percent of the 
deck service requirements for mate. 

(c) When the service is obtained on 
vessels upon which personnel with li-
censes or endorsements are not re-
quired, the Coast Guard must be satis-
fied that the nature of this required 
service (i.e., size of vessel, route, equip-
ment, etc.) is a reasonable equivalent 
to the duties performed on vessels 
which are required to engage individ-
uals with endorsements. 

(d) If more than 75 percent of the 
qualifying experience is obtained on 
vessels of 5 GRT or less, the license 
will automatically be limited to ves-
sels of less than 25 GRT. 

§ 11.452 Requirements for master of 
Great Lakes and inland self-pro-
pelled vessels of less than 200 GRT. 

(a) The minimum service required to 
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment or license as master of Great 
Lakes and inland self-propelled vessels 
of less than 200 GRT is 1 year of service 
on vessels. Six months of the required 
service must have been as master, 
mate, or equivalent position while 
holding a license or endorsement as 
master or mate of self-propelled ves-
sels, or master or mate (pilot) of tow-
ing vessels, or OUPV. To obtain au-
thority to serve on the Great Lakes, 3 
months of the required service must 
have been on Great Lakes waters; oth-
erwise the endorsement will be limited 
to the inland waters of the United 
States (excluding the Great Lakes). 

(b) To obtain an endorsement for sail 
or auxiliary sail vessels, the applicant 
must have 6 months of service on sail 
or auxiliary sail vessels. This required 
service may have been obtained prior 
to issuance of the license or MMC en-
dorsement as master. 

§ 11.454 Requirements for mate of 
Great Lakes and inland self-pro-
pelled vessels of less than 200 GRT. 

(a) The minimum service required to 
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as mate of Great Lakes and in-
land self-propelled vessels of less than 
200 GRT is 6 months of service in the 
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