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which the OCMI determines are nec-
essary to verify that the vessel com-
plies with the requirements of this sub-
chapter. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 900, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
24464, May 15, 1996; USCG–2007–29018, 72 FR 
53966, Sept. 21, 2007; USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 
49234, Sept. 25, 2009; USCG–2013–0671, 78 FR 
60153, Sept. 30, 2013; USCG–2016–0498, 82 FR 
35091, July 28, 2017] 

§ 116.210 Plans for sister vessels. 

(a) Plans are not required for a vessel 
that is a sister vessel, provided: 

(1) Approved plans for the original 
vessel are on file at the Marine Safety 
Center or in the files of the cognizant 
OCMI; 

(2) The owner of the plans authorizes 
their use for the new construction of 
the sister vessel; 

(3) The regulations used for the origi-
nal plan approval have not changed 
since the original approval; and 

(4) There are no major modifications 
to any of the systems to be used. 

(b) If approved plans for original ves-
sel are not on file at the Marine Safety 
Center (MSC) or with the cognizant 
OCMI, the vessel owner shall submit 
plans as described in § 116.202 of this 
part. 

Subpart C—Hull Structure 

§ 116.300 Structural design. 
Except as otherwise allowed by this 

subpart, a vessel must comply with the 
structural design requirements of one 
of the standards listed below for the 
hull material of the vessel. 

(a) Steel hull vessels: 
(1) Rules and Regulations for the 

Classification of Yachts and Small 
Craft, Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 
(Lloyd’s); or 

(2) Rules for Building and Classing 
Steel Vessels Under 61 Meters (200 
Feet) in Length, American Bureau of 
Shipping (ABS); 

(b) Aluminum hull vessels: 
(1) Rules and Regulations for the 

Classification of Yachts and Small 
Craft, Lloyd’s; or 

(i) For a vessel of more than 30.5 me-
ters (100 feet) in length—Rules for 
Building and Classing Aluminum Ves-
sels, ABS; or 

(ii) For a vessel of not more than 30.5 
meters (100 feet) in length—Rules for 
Building and Classing Steel Vessels 
Under 61 Meters (200 Feet) in Length, 
ABS, with the appropriate conversions 
from the ABS Rules for Building and 
Classing Aluminum Vessels; or 

(2) ABS Guide for High Speed Craft. 
(c) Steel hull vessels operating in 

protected waters—Rules for Building 
and Classing Steel Vessels for Service 
on Rivers and Intracoastal Waterways, 
ABS. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 900, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended at 62 FR 51348, Sept. 30, 1997] 

§ 116.330 Sailing vessels. 
The design, materials, and construc-

tion of masts, posts, yards, booms, 
bowsprits, and standing rigging on a 
sailing vessel must be suitable for the 
intended service. The hull structure 
must be adequately reinforced to en-
sure sufficient strength and resistance 
to plate buckling. The cognizant OCMI 
may require the owner to submit de-
tailed calculations on the strength of 
the mast, post, yards, booms, 
bowsprits, and standing rigging. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 900, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20556, May 7, 1996] 

§ 116.340 Alternate design consider-
ations. 

The Commanding Officer, Marine 
Safety Center, may approve the struc-
ture of a vessel of novel design, un-
usual form, or special materials, which 
does not meet the requirements of 
§ 116.300, if it is shown by systematic 
analysis based on engineering prin-
ciples that the vessel structure pro-
vides adequate safety and strength. An 
owner seeking approval of an alternate 
design shall submit detailed plans, ma-
terial component specifications, and 
design criteria, including the expected 
operating environment, resulting loads 
on the vessel, and design limitations 
for such a vessel, to the Marine Safety 
Center. 

Subpart D—Fire Protection 

§ 116.400 Application. 
(a) This subpart applies to: 
(1) Vessels carrying more than 150 

passengers; or 
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