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(ii) The Staff Director publicly an-
nounces such change and the vote of 
each Commissioner upon such change 
at the earliest practicable time subse-
quent to the decision to make such 
change. 

(d)(1) FEDERAL REGISTER. Imme-
diately following all public announce-
ments required by paragraphs (b) and 
(c) of this section, notice of the time, 
location, and subject matter of a meet-
ing, whether the meeting is open or 
closed to the public, any change in one 
of the preceding, and the name and 
phone number of the official designated 
by the Commission to respond to re-
quests for information about meeting, 
shall be submitted for publication in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(2) Notice of a meeting will be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER even 
after the meeting that is the subject of 
the notice has occurred in order to pro-
vide a public record of all Commission 
meetings. 

§ 702.56 Records. 

(a) The Commission shall promptly 
make available to the public in an eas-
ily accessible place at Commission 
headquarters the following materials: 

(1) A copy of the certification by the 
General Counsel required by 
§ 702.54(e)(1). 

(2) A copy of all recorded votes re-
quired to be taken by these rules. 

(3) A copy of all announcements pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER pursu-
ant to this subpart. 

(4) Transcripts, electronic recordings, 
and minutes of closed meetings deter-
mined not to contain items of discus-
sion or information that may be with-
held under § 702.53. Copies of such mate-
rial will be furnished to any person at 
the actual cost of transcription or du-
plication. 

(b)(1) Requests to review or obtain 
copies of records compiled under this 
Act, other than transcripts, electronic 
recordings, or minutes of a closed 
meeting, will be processed under the 
Freedom of Information Act and, where 
applicable, the Privacy Act regulations 
of the Commission (parts 704 and 705, 
respectively, of this title). Nothing in 
this subpart expands or limits the 
present rights of any person under the 

rules in this part with respect to such 
requests. 

(2) Requests to review or obtain cop-
ies of transcripts, electronic record-
ings, or minutes of a closed meeting 
maintained under § 702.54(e) and not re-
leased under paragraph (a)(4) of this 
section shall be directed to the Staff 
Director who shall respond to such re-
quests within ten (10) working days. 

(c) The Commission shall maintain a 
complete verbatim copy of the tran-
script, a complete copy of minutes, or 
a complete electronic recording of each 
meeting, or portion of a meeting, 
closed to the public, for a period of two 
years after such meeting or until one 
year after the conclusion of any agency 
proceeding with respect to which the 
meeting or portion was held, whichever 
occurs later. 

§ 702.57 Administrative review. 
Any person who believes a Commis-

sion action governed by this subpart to 
be contrary to the provisions of this 
subpart shall file an objection in writ-
ing with the Staff Director specifying 
the violation and suggesting corrective 
action. Whenever possible, the Staff 
Director shall respond within ten (10) 
working days of the receipt of such ob-
jections. 

PART 703—OPERATIONS AND 
FUNCTIONS OF STATE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEES 

Sec. 
703.1 Name and establishment. 
703.2 Functions. 
703.3 Scope of subject matter. 
703.4 Advisory Committee Management Of-

ficer. 
703.5 Membership. 
703.6 Officers. 
703.7 Subcommittees—Special assignments. 
703.8 Meetings. 
703.9 Reimbursement of members. 
703.10 Public availability of documents and 

other materials. 

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 1975a(d). 

SOURCE: 67 FR 70482, Nov. 22, 2002, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 703.1 Name and establishment. 
Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 1975a(d), the 

Commission has chartered and main-
tains Advisory Committees to the 
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Commission in each State, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. All relevant provi-
sions of the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act of 1972 (Public Law 92–463, 
as amended) are applicable to the man-
agement, membership, and operations 
of such committees and subcommittees 
thereof. 

§ 703.2 Functions. 
Under the Commission’s charter each 

Advisory Committee shall: 
(a) Advise the Commission in writing 

of any knowledge or information it has 
of any alleged deprivation of the right 
to vote and to have the vote counted 
by reason of color, race, religion, sex, 
age, disability, or national origin, or 
that citizens are being accorded or de-
nied the right to vote in Federal elec-
tions as a result of patterns or prac-
tices of fraud or discrimination; 

(b) Advise the Commission con-
cerning matters related to discrimina-
tion or a denial of equal protection of 
the laws under the Constitution and 
the effect of the laws and policies of 
the Federal Government with respect 
to equal protection of the laws; 

(c) Advise the Commission upon mat-
ters of mutual concern in the prepara-
tion of reports of the Commission to 
the President and the Congress; 

(d) Receive reports, suggestions, and 
recommendations from individuals, 
public and private organizations, and 
public officials upon matters pertinent 
to inquiries conducted by the Advisory 
Committee; 

(e) Initiate and forward advice and 
recommendations to the Commission 
upon matters that the Advisory Com-
mittee has studied; 

(f) Assist the Commission in the exer-
cise of its clearinghouse function and 
with respect to other matters that the 
Advisory Committee has studied; 

(g) Attend, as observers, any open 
hearing or conference that the Com-
mission may hold within the State. 

§ 703.3 Scope of subject matter. 
The scope of the subject matter to be 

dealt with by Advisory Committees 
shall be those subjects of inquiry or 
study with which the Commission 
itself is authorized to investigate, pur-
suant to 42 U.S.C. 1975(a). Each Advi-
sory Committee shall confine its stud-

ies to the State covered by its charter. 
It may, however, subject to the re-
quirements of § 703.4, undertake to 
study, within the limitations of the 
Act, subjects other than those chosen 
by the Commission for study. 

§ 703.4 Advisory Committee Manage-
ment Officer. 

(a) The Chief of the Regional Pro-
grams Coordination Unit is designated 
as Advisory Committee Management 
Officer pursuant to the requirements of 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act of 
1972 (Public Law 92–463, as amended). 

(b) Such Officer shall carry out the 
functions specified in section 8(b) of 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act. 

(c) Such Officer shall, for each Advi-
sory Committee, appoint a Commission 
employee to provide services to the 
Committee and to be responsible for 
supervising the activity of the Com-
mittee pursuant to section 8 of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act. The 
employee is subject to the supervision 
of the Regional Director of the Com-
mission responsible for the State with-
in which said Committee is chartered. 

§ 703.5 Membership. 
(a) Subject to exceptions made from 

time to time by the Commission to fit 
special circumstances, each Advisory 
Committee shall consist of at least 11 
members appointed by the Commis-
sion. Members of the Advisory Com-
mittees shall serve for a fixed term to 
be set by the Commission upon the ap-
pointment of a member subject to the 
duration of Advisory Committees as 
prescribed by the charter, provided 
that members of the Advisory Com-
mittee may, at any time, be removed 
by the Commission. 

(b) No person is to be denied an op-
portunity to serve on a State Advisory 
Committee because of race, age, sex, 
religion, national origin, or disability. 
The Commission shall encourage mem-
bership on the State Advisory Com-
mittee to be broadly diverse. 

[71 FR 8485, Feb. 17, 2006] 

§ 703.6 Officers. 
(a) The officers of each Advisory 

Committee shall be a Chairperson, Vice 
Chairperson, and such other officers as 
may be deemed advisable. 
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(b) The Chairperson shall be ap-
pointed by the Commission. 

(c) The Vice Chairperson and other 
officers shall be elected by the major-
ity vote of the full membership of the 
Committee. 

(d) The Chairperson, or in his or her 
absence the Vice Chairperson, under 
the direction of the Commission staff 
member appointed pursuant to § 703.4(b) 
shall: 

(1) Call meetings of the Committee; 
(2) Preside over meetings of the Com-

mittee; 
(3) Appoint all subcommittees of the 

Committee; 
(4) Certify for accuracy the minutes 

of Committee meetings prepared by the 
assigned Commission staff member; 
and 

(5) Perform such other functions as 
the Committee may authorize or the 
Commission may request. 

§ 703.7 Subcommittees—Special assign-
ments. 

Subject to the approval of the des-
ignated Commission employee, an Ad-
visory Committee may: 

(a) Establish subcommittees, com-
posed of members of the Committee, to 
study and report upon matters under 
consideration and authorize such sub-
committees to take specific action 
within the competence of the Com-
mittee; and 

(b) Designate individual members of 
the Committee to perform special 
projects involving research or study on 
matters under consideration by the 
Committee. 

§ 703.8 Meetings. 

(a) Meetings of a Committee shall be 
convened by the designated Commis-
sion employee or subject to his or her 
approval by the Chairperson or a ma-
jority of the Advisory Committee 
members. The agenda for such Com-
mittee or subcommittee meeting shall 
be approved by the designated Commis-
sion employee. 

(b) A quorum shall consist of one-half 
or more of the members of the Com-
mittee, or five members, whichever is 
the lesser, except that with respect to 
the conduct of fact-finding meetings as 
authorized in paragraph (e) of this sec-

tion, a quorum shall consist of three 
members. 

(c) Notice of all meetings of an Advi-
sory Committee shall be given to the 
public. 

(1) Notice shall be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER at least 15 days 
prior to the meetings, provided that in 
emergencies such requirement may be 
waived. 

(2) Notice of meetings shall be pro-
vided to the public by press releases 
and other appropriate means. 

(3) Each notice shall contain a state-
ment of the purpose of the meeting, a 
summary of the agenda, and the date, 
time, and location of such meeting. 

(d) Except as provided for in para-
graph (d)(1) of this section, all meet-
ings of Advisory Committees or sub-
committees shall be open to the public. 

(1) The Chief of the Regional Pro-
grams Coordination Unit may author-
ize a Committee or subcommittee to 
hold a meeting closed to the public if 
he or she determines that the closing 
of such meeting is in the public inter-
est provided that prior to authorizing 
the holding of a closed meeting the 
Chief of the Regional Programs Coordi-
nation Unit has requested and received 
the opinion of the General Counsel 
with respect to whether the meeting 
may be closed under one or more of the 
exemptions provided in the Govern-
ment in the Sunshine Act, 5 U.S.C. 
552b(c). 

(2) In the event that any meeting or 
portion thereof is closed to the public, 
the Committee shall publish, at least 
annually, in summary form a report of 
the activities conducted in meetings 
not open to the public. 

(e) Advisory Committees and sub-
committees may hold fact-finding 
meetings for the purpose of inviting 
the attendance of and soliciting infor-
mation and views from government of-
ficials and private persons respecting 
subject matters within the jurisdiction 
of the Committee or subcommittee. 

(f) Any person may submit a written 
statement at any business or fact-find-
ing meeting of an Advisory Committee 
or subcommittee. 

(g) At the discretion of the des-
ignated Commission employee or his or 
her designee, any person may make an 
oral presentation at any business or 
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fact-finding meeting, provided that 
such presentation will not defame, de-
grade, or incriminate any other person 
as prohibited by the Act. 

§ 703.9 Reimbursement of members. 
(a) Advisory Committee members 

may be reimbursed by the Commission 
by a per diem subsistence allowance 
and for travel expenses at rates not to 
exceed those prescribed by Congress for 
Government employees, for the fol-
lowing activities only: 

(1) Attendance at meetings, as pro-
vided for in § 703.8; and 

(2) Any activity specifically re-
quested and authorized by the Commis-
sion to be reimbursed. 

(b) Members will be reimbursed for 
the expense of travel by private auto-
mobile on a mileage basis only to the 
extent such expense is no more than 
that of suitable public transportation 
for the same trip unless special cir-
cumstances justify the additional ex-
pense of travel by private automobile. 

§ 703.10 Public availability of docu-
ments and other materials. 

Part 704 of this chapter shall be ap-
plicable to reports, publications, and 
other materials prepared by or for Ad-
visory Committees. 

PART 704—INFORMATION DISCLO-
SURE AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Sec. 
704.1 Material available pursuant to 5 

U.S.C. 552. 
704.2 Complaints. 
704.3 Other requests and communications. 
704.4 Restrictions on disclosure of informa-

tion. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552, 552a, 552b. 

SOURCE: 67 FR 70482, Nov. 22, 2002, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 704.1 Material available pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 552. 

(a) Purpose, scope, and definitions. (1) 
This section contains the regulations 
of the United States Commission on 
Civil Rights implementing the Free-
dom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552. 
These regulations inform the public 
with respect to where and how records 
and information may be obtained from 
the Commission. Officers and employ-

ees of the Commission shall make 
Commission records available under 5 
U.S.C. 552 only as prescribed in this 
section. Nothing contained in this sec-
tion, however, shall be construed to 
prohibit officers or employees of the 
Commission from routinely furnishing 
information or records that are cus-
tomarily furnished in the regular per-
formance of their duties. 

(2) For the purposes of this part the 
following terms are defined as indi-
cated: 

Commission means the United States 
Commission on Civil Rights; 

FOIA means Freedom of Information 
Act, 5 U.S.C. 552; 

FOIA Request means a request in 
writing, for records pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 552, which meets the require-
ments of paragraph (d) of this part. 
This part does not apply to telephone 
or other oral communications or re-
quests not complying with paragraph 
(d)(1)(i) of this section. 

Office of the General Counsel means 
the General Counsel of the Commission 
or his or her designee; 

Staff Director means the Staff Direc-
tor of the Commission. 

(b) General policy. In order to foster 
the maximum participation of an in-
formed public in the affairs of Govern-
ment, the Commission will make the 
fullest possible disclosure of its identi-
fiable records and information con-
sistent with such considerations as 
those provided in the exemptions of 5 
U.S.C. 552 that are set forth in para-
graph (f) of this section. 

(c) Material maintained on file pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2). Material main-
tained on file pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(2) shall be available for inspec-
tion during regular business hours at 
the offices of the Commission at 624 9th 
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20425. 
Copies of such material shall be avail-
able upon written request, specifying 
the material desired, addressed to the 
Office of the General Counsel, U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights, 624 9th 
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20425, and 
upon the payment of fees, if any, deter-
mined in accordance with paragraph (e) 
of this section. 

(1) Current index. Included in the ma-
terial available pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(2) shall be an index of: 
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