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(b) Recipients shall adopt written
policies and procedures to implement
the requirements of this part.

(c) Recipients shall maintain records
sufficient to document the expenditure
of non-LLSC funds for any restricted ac-
tivities as defined in Subpart A and to
otherwise demonstrate compliance
with the requirements of this part.

§1610.10 Compliance.

In addition to all other compliance
and enforcement options, LSC may re-
cover from a recipient’s LSC funds an
amount not to exceed the amount im-
properly charged to non-LSC funds, as
provided in §1630.16 of this chapter.
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§1611.1 Purpose.

This part sets forth requirements re-
lating to the financial eligibility of in-
dividual applicants for legal assistance
supported with LSC funds and recipi-
ents’ responsibilities in making finan-
cial eligibility determinations. This
part is not intended to and does not
create any entitlement to service for
persons deemed financially eligible.
This part also seeks to ensure that fi-
nancial eligibility is determined in a
manner conducive to development of
an effective attorney-client relation-
ship. In addition, this part sets forth
standards relating to the eligibility of
groups for legal assistance supported
with LSC funds. Finally, this part sets
forth requirements relating to recipi-

§1611.2

ents’ responsibilities in executing re-
tainer agreements with clients.

§1611.2 Definitions.

(a) ““Advice and counsel” means legal
assistance that is limited to the review
of information relevant to the client’s
legal problem(s) and counseling the cli-
ent on the relevant law and/or sug-
gested course of action. Advice and
counsel does not encompass drafting of
documents or making third-party con-
tacts on behalf of the client.

(b) ‘““‘Applicable rules of professional
responsibility’”’ means the rules of eth-
ics and professional responsibility gen-
erally applicable to attorneys in the ju-
risdiction where the recipient provides
legal services.

(c) ‘““Applicant” means an individual
who is seeking legal assistance sup-
ported with LSC funds from a recipi-
ent. The term does not include a group,
corporation or association.

(d) ‘“‘Assets’ means cash or other re-
sources of the applicant or members of
the applicant’s household that are
readily convertible to cash, which are
currently and actually available to the
applicant.

(e) ‘“‘Brief services’” means legal as-
sistance in which the recipient under-
takes to provide a discrete and time-
limited service to a client beyond ad-
vice and consultation, including but
not limited to activities, such as the
drafting of documents or making lim-
ited third party contacts on behalf of a
client.

(f) “Extended service’’ means legal
assistance characterized by the per-
formance of multiple tasks incident to
continuous representation. Examples
of extended service would include rep-
resentation of a client in litigation, an
administrative adjudicative pro-
ceeding, alternative dispute resolution
proceeding, extended negotiations with
a third party, or other legal represen-
tation in which the recipient under-
takes responsibility for protecting or
advancing a client’s interest beyond
advice and counsel or brief services.

(g) ‘“‘Governmental program for low
income individuals or families’” means
any Federal, State or local program
that provides benefits of any kind to
persons whose eligibility is determined
on the basis of financial need.
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(h) ‘“Governmental program for per-
sons with disabilities”” means any Fed-
eral, State or local program that pro-
vides benefits of any kind to persons
whose eligibility is determined on the
basis of mental and/or physical dis-
ability.

(i) “Income” means actual current
annual total cash receipts before taxes
of all persons who are resident mem-
bers and contribute to the support of
an applicant’s household, as that term
is defined by the recipient. Total cash
receipts include, but are not limited to,
wages and salaries before any deduc-
tion; income from self-employment
after deductions for business or farm
expenses; regular payments from gov-
ernmental programs for low income
persons or persons with disabilities; so-
cial security payments; unemployment
and worker’s compensation payments;
strike benefits from union funds; vet-
erans benefits; training stipends; ali-
mony; child support payments; mili-
tary family allotments; public or pri-
vate employee pension benefits; reg-
ular insurance or annuity payments;
income from dividends, interest, rents,
royalties or from estates and trusts;
and other regular or recurring sources
of financial support that are currently
and actually available to the applicant.
Total cash receipts do not include the
value of food or rent received by the
applicant in lieu of wages; money with-
drawn from a bank; tax refunds; gifts;
compensation and/or one-time insur-
ance payments for injuries sustained;
non-cash benefits; and up to $2,000 per
year of funds received by individual
Native Americans that is derived from
Indian trust income or other distribu-
tions exempt by statute.

§1611.3 Financial eligibility policies.

(a) The governing body of a recipient
shall adopt policies consistent with
this part for determining the financial
eligibility of applicants and groups.
The governing body shall review its fi-
nancial eligibility policies at least
once every three years and make ad-
justments as necessary. The recipient
shall implement procedures consistent
with its policies.

(b) As part of its financial eligibility
policies, every recipient shall specify
that only individuals and groups deter-
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mined to be financially eligible under
the recipient’s financial eligibility
policies and LSC regulations may re-
ceive legal assistance supported with
LSC funds.

(c)(1) As part of its financial eligi-
bility policies, every recipient shall es-
tablish annual income ceilings for indi-
viduals and households, which may not
exceed one hundred and twenty five
percent (125%) of the current official
Federal Poverty Guidelines amounts.
The Corporation shall annually cal-
culate 125% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines amounts and publish such
calculations in the FEDERAL REGISTER
as a revision to Appendix A to this
part.

(2) As part of its financial eligibility
policies, a recipient may adopt author-
ized exceptions to its annual income
ceilings consistent with §1611.5.

(d)(A) As part of its financial eligi-
bility policies, every recipient shall es-
tablish reasonable asset ceilings for in-
dividuals and households. In estab-
lishing asset ceilings, the recipient
may exclude consideration of a house-
hold’s principal residence, vehicles
used for transportation, assets used in
producing income, and other assets
which are exempt from attachment
under State or Federal law.

(2) The recipient’s policies may pro-
vide authority for waiver of its asset
ceilings for specific applicants under
unusual circumstances and when ap-
proved by the recipient’s Executive Di-
rector, or his/her designee. When the
asset ceiling is waived, the recipient
shall record the reasons for such waiv-
er and shall keep such records as are
necessary to inform the Corporation of
the reasons for such waiver.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this part, or other provision of
the recipient’s financial eligibility
policies, every recipient shall specify
as part of its financial eligibility poli-
cies that in assessing the income or as-
sets of an applicant who is a victim of
domestic violence, the recipient shall
consider only the assets and income of
the applicant and members of the ap-
plicant’s household other than those of
the alleged perpetrator of the domestic
violence and shall not include any as-
sets held by the alleged perpetrator of
the domestic violence, jointly held by
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the applicant with the alleged perpe-
trator of the domestic violence, or as-
sets jointly held by any member of the
applicant’s household with the alleged
perpetrator of the domestic violence.

(f) As part of its financial eligibility
policies, a recipient may adopt policies
that permit financial eligibility to be
established by reference to an appli-
cant’s receipt of benefits from a gov-
ernmental program for low-income in-
dividuals or families consistent with
§1611.4(c).

(g) Before establishing its financial
eligibility policies, a recipient shall
consider the cost of living in the serv-
ice area or locality and other relevant
factors, including but not limited to:

(1) The number of clients who can be
served by the resources of the recipi-
ent;

(2) The population that would be eli-
gible at and below alternative income
and asset ceilings; and

(3) The availability and cost of legal
services provided by the private bar
and other free or low cost legal services
providers in the area.

§1611.4 Financial eligibility for legal
assistance.

(a) A recipient may provide legal as-
sistance supported with LSC funds only
to individuals whom the recipient has
determined to be financially eligible
for such assistance. Nothing in this
part, however, prohibits a recipient
from providing legal assistance to an
individual without regard to that indi-
vidual’s income and assets if the legal
assistance is wholly supported by funds
from a source other than LSC, and is
otherwise permissible under applicable
law and regulation.

(b) Consistent with the recipient’s fi-
nancial eligibility policies and this
part, the recipient may determine an
applicant to be financially eligible for
legal assistance if the applicant’s as-
sets do not exceed the recipient’s appli-
cable asset ceiling established pursu-
ant to §1611.3(d)(1), or the applicable
asset ceiling has been waived pursuant
§1611.3(d)(2), and:

(1) The applicant’s income is at or
below the recipient’s applicable annual
income ceiling; or

(2) The applicant’s income exceeds
the recipient’s applicable annual in-

§1611.5

come ceiling but one or more of the au-
thorized exceptions to the annual in-
come ceilings, as provided in §1611.5,
applies.

(c) Consistent with the recipient’s
policies, a recipient may determine an
applicant to be financially eligible
without making an independent deter-
mination of income or assets, if the ap-
plicant’s income is derived solely from
a governmental program for low-in-
come individuals or families, provided
that the recipient’s governing body has
determined that the income standards
of the governmental program are at or
below 125% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines amounts and that the gov-
ernmental program has eligibility
standards which include an assets test.

§1611.5 Authorized exceptions to the
annual income ceiling.

(a) Consistent with the recipient’s
policies and this part, a recipient may
determine an applicant whose income
exceeds the recipient’s applicable an-
nual income ceiling to be financially
eligible if the applicant’s assets do not
exceed the recipient’s applicable asset
ceiling established pursuant to
§1611.3(d), or the asset ceiling has been
waived pursuant to §1611.3(d)(2), and:

(1) The applicant is seeking legal as-
sistance to maintain benefits provided
by a governmental program for low in-
come individuals or families; or

(2) The Executive Director of the re-
cipient, or his/her designee, has deter-
mined on the basis of documentation
received by the recipient, that the ap-
plicant’s income is primarily com-
mitted to medical or nursing home ex-
penses and that, excluding such portion
of the applicant’s income which is com-
mitted to medical or nursing home ex-
penses, the applicant would otherwise
be financially eligible for service; or

(3) The applicant’s income does not
exceed 200% of the applicable Federal
Poverty Guidelines amount and:

(i) The applicant is seeking legal as-
sistance to obtain governmental bene-
fits for low income individuals and
families; or

(ii) The applicant is seeking legal as-
sistance to obtain or maintain govern-
mental benefits for persons with dis-
abilities; or
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(4) The applicant’s income does not
exceed 200% of the applicable Federal
Poverty Guidelines amount and the re-
cipient has determined that the appli-
cant should be considered financially
eligible based on consideration of one
or more of the following factors as ap-
plicable to the applicant or members of
the applicant’s household:

(i) Current income prospects, taking
into account seasonal variations in in-
come;

(ii) Unreimbursed medical expenses
and medical insurance premiums;

(iii) Fixed debts and obligations;

(iv) Expenses such as dependent care,
transportation, clothing and equip-
ment expenses necessary for employ-
ment, job training, or educational ac-
tivities in preparation for employment;

(v) Non-medical expenses associated
with age or disability;

(vi) Current taxes; or

(vii) Other significant factors that
the recipient has determined affect the
applicant’s ability to afford legal as-
sistance.

(b) In the event that a recipient de-
termines that an applicant is finan-
cially eligible pursuant to this section
and is provided legal assistance, the re-
cipient shall document the basis for
the financial eligibility determination.
The recipient shall keep such records
as may be necessary to inform the Cor-
poration of the specific facts and fac-
tors relied on to make such determina-
tion.

§1611.6 Representation of groups.

(a) A recipient may provide legal as-
sistance to a group, corporation, asso-
ciation or other entity if it provides in-
formation showing that it lacks, and
has no practical means of obtaining,
funds to retain private counsel and ei-
ther:

(1) The group, or for a non-member-
ship group the organizing or operating
body of the group, is primarily com-
posed of individuals who would be fi-
nancially eligible for LSC-funded legal
assistance; or

(2) The group has as a principal activ-
ity the delivery of services to those
persons in the community who would
be financially eligible for LSC-funded
legal assistance and the legal assist-
ance sought relates to such activity.
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(b)(1) In order to make a determina-
tion that a group, corporation, associa-
tion or other entity is eligible for legal
services as required by paragraph (a) of
this section, a recipient shall consider
the resources available to the group,
such as the group’s income and income
prospects, assets and obligations and
either:

(i) For a group primarily composed of
individuals who would be financially
eligible for LSC-funded legal assist-
ance, whether the financial or other so-
cioeconomic characteristics of the per-
sons comprising the group are con-
sistent with those of persons who are
financially eligible for LSC-funded
legal assistance; or

(ii) For a group having as a principal
activity the delivery of services to
those persons in the community who
would be financially eligible for LSC-
funded legal assistance, whether the fi-
nancial or other socioeconomic charac-
teristics of the persons served by the
group are consistent with those of per-
sons who are financially eligible for
LSC-funded legal assistance and the as-
sistance sought relates to such activity
of the group.

(2) A recipient shall collect informa-
tion that reasonably demonstrates that
the group, corporation, association or
other entity meets the eligibility cri-
teria set forth herein.

(c) The eligibility requirements set
forth herein apply only to legal assist-
ance supported by funds from LSC, pro-
vided that any legal assistance pro-
vided by a recipient, regardless of the
source of funds supporting the assist-
ance, must be otherwise permissible
under applicable law and regulation.

§1611.7 Manner of determining finan-
cial eligibility.

(a)(1) In making financial eligibility
determinations regarding individual
applicants, a recipient shall make rea-
sonable inquiry regarding sources of
the applicant’s income, income pros-
pects and assets. The recipient shall
record income and asset information in
the manner specified in this section.

(2) In making financial eligibility de-
terminations regarding groups seeking
LSC-supported legal assistance, a re-
cipient shall follow the requirements
set forth in §1611.6(b) of this part.
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(b) A recipient shall adopt simple in-
take forms and procedures to obtain in-
formation from applicants and groups
to determine financial eligibility in a
manner that promotes the development
of trust between attorney and client.
The forms shall be preserved by the re-
cipient.

(c) If there is substantial reason to
doubt the accuracy of the financial eli-
gibility information provided by an ap-
plicant or group, a recipient shall
make appropriate inquiry to verify the
information, in a manner consistent
with the attorney-client relationship.

(d) When one recipient has deter-
mined that a client is financially eligi-
ble for service in a particular case or
matter, that recipient may request an-
other recipient to extend legal assist-
ance or undertake representation on
behalf of that client in the same case
or matter in reliance upon the initial
financial eligibility determination. In
such cases, the receiving recipient is
not required to review or redetermine
the client’s financial eligibility unless
there is a change in financial eligi-
bility status as described in §1611.8 or
there is substantial reason to doubt the
validity of the original determination,
provided that the referring recipient
provides and the receiving recipient re-
tains a copy of the intake form docu-
menting the financial eligibility of the
client.

§1611.8 Change in financial eligibility
status.

(a) If, after making a determination
of financial eligibility and accepting a
client for service, the recipient be-
comes aware that a client has become
financially ineligible through a change
in circumstances, a recipient shall dis-
continue representation supported with
LSC funds if the change in cir-
cumstances is sufficient, and is likely
to continue, to enable the client to af-
ford private legal assistance, and dis-
continuation is not inconsistent with
applicable rules of professional respon-
sibility.

(b) If, after making a determination
of financial eligibility and accepting a
client for service, the recipient later
determines that the client is finan-
cially ineligible on the basis of later
discovered or disclosed information, a

Pt. 1611, App. A

recipient shall discontinue representa-
tion supported with LSC funds if the
discontinuation is not inconsistent
with applicable rules of professional re-
sponsibility.

§1611.9 Retainer agreements.

(a) When a recipient provides ex-
tended service to a client, the recipient
shall execute a written retainer agree-
ment with the client. The retainer
agreement shall be executed when rep-
resentation commences or as soon
thereafter as is practicable. Such re-
tainer agreement must be in a form
consistent with the applicable rules of
professional responsibility and pre-
vailing practices in the recipient’s
service area and shall include, at a
minimum, a statement identifying the
legal problem for which representation
is sought, and the nature of the legal
services to be provided.

(b) No written retainer agreement is
required for advice and counsel or brief
service provided by the recipient to the
client or for legal services provided to
the client by a private attorney pursu-
ant to 45 CFR part 1614.

(c) The recipient shall maintain cop-
ies of all retainer agreements gen-
erated in accordance with this section.

APPENDIX A TO PART 1611—INCOME
LEVEL FOR INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE
FOR ASSISTANCE

LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION 2023 INCOME

GUIDELINES *
48 Contig-
] uous states
Size ﬁfmréouse- and the Alaska Hawaii
District of
Columbia
$18,225 $22,763 $20,963
24,650 30,800 28,350
31,075 38,838 35,738
37,500 46,875 43,125
43,925 54,913 50,513
50,350 62,950 57,900
56,775 70,988 65,288
63,200 79,025 72,675
tional member
of the house-
hold in excess
of 8, add: 6,425 8,038 7,388

*The figures in this table represent 125% of the Federal
Poverty Guidelines by household size as determined by HHS.
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REFERENCE CHART—200% OF FEDERAL
POVERTY GUIDELINES *

48 Contig-
" uous states
Size ﬁ‘;r&ouse' and the Alaska Hawaii
District of
Columbia
1. $29,160 $36,420 $33,540
2. 39,440 49,280 45,360
3. 49,720 62,140 57,180
4 .. 60,000 75,000 69,000
5. 70,280 87,860 80,820
6 .. 80,560 100,720 92,640
7 .. 90,840 113,580 104,460
8 .. 101,120 126,440 116,280
For each addi-
tional member
of the house-
hold in excess
of 8, add: 10,280 12,860 11,820

*The figures in this table represent 200% of the Federal
Poverty Guidelines by household size as determined by HHS.

(Authority:42 U.S.C. 2996g(e))
[88 FR 7010, Feb. 2, 2023]
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2996f(b)(4), (6) and (7), and 2996g(e).

SOURCE: 62 FR 19404, Apr. 21, 1997, unless
otherwise noted.

§1612.1 Purpose.

The purpose of this part is to ensure
that LSC recipients and their employ-
ees do not engage in certain prohibited
activities, including representation be-
fore legislative bodies or other direct
lobbying activity, grassroots lobbying,
participation in rulemaking, public
demonstrations, advocacy training,
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and certain organizing activities. The
part also provides guidance on when re-
cipients may participate in public rule-
making or in efforts to encourage
State or local governments to make
funds available to support recipient ac-
tivities, and when they may respond to
requests of legislative and administra-
tive officials.

§1612.2 Definitions.

(a)(1) Grassroots lobbying means any
oral, written or electronically trans-
mitted communication or any adver-
tisement, telegram, letter, article,
newsletter, or other printed or written
matter or device which contains a di-
rect suggestion to the public to contact
public officials in support of or in oppo-
sition to pending or proposed legisla-
tion, regulations, executive decisions,
or any decision by the electorate on a
measure submitted to it for a vote. It
also includes the provision of financial
contributions by recipients to, or par-
ticipation by recipients in, any dem-
onstration, march, rally, fundraising
drive, lobbying campaign, letter writ-
ing or telephone campaign for the pur-
pose of influencing the course of such
legislation, regulations, decisions by
administrative bodies, or any decision
by the electorate on a measure sub-
mitted to it for a vote.

(2) Grassroots lobbying does not in-
clude communications which are lim-
ited solely to reporting on the content
or status of, or explaining, pending or
proposed legislation or regulations.

(b)(1) Legislation means any action or
proposal for action by Congress or by a
State or local legislative body which is
intended to prescribe law or public pol-
icy. The term includes, but is not lim-
ited to, action on bills, constitutional
amendments, ratification of treaties
and intergovernmental agreements, ap-
proval of appointments and budgets,
and approval or disapproval of actions
of the executive.

(2) Legislation does not include those
actions of a legislative body which ad-
judicate the rights of individuals under
existing laws; nor does it include legis-
lation adopted by an Indian Tribal
Council.

(c) Public policy means an overall
plan embracing the general goals and
procedures of any governmental body
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