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Legal Services Corporation § 1604.5 

PART 1604—OUTSIDE PRACTICE OF 
LAW 

Sec. 
1604.1 Purpose. 
1604.2 Definitions. 
1604.3 General policy. 
1604.4 Permissible outside practice. 
1604.5 Compensation. 
1604.6 Use of recipient resources. 
1604.7 Court appointments. 

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 2996e(b)(3), 2996e(d)(6), 
2996f(a)(4), 2996g(e). 

SOURCE: 68 FR 67377, Dec. 2, 2003, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1604.1 Purpose. 

This part is intended to provide guid-
ance to recipients in adopting written 
policies relating to the outside practice 
of law by recipients’ full-time attor-
neys. Under the standards set forth in 
this part, recipients are authorized, but 
not required, to permit attorneys, to 
the extent that such activities do not 
hinder fulfillment of their overriding 
responsibility to serve those eligible 
for assistance under the Act, to engage 
in pro bono legal assistance and com-
ply with the reasonable demands made 
upon them as members of the Bar and 
as officers of the Court. 

§ 1604.2 Definitions. 

As used in this part— 
(a) Full-time attorney means an attor-

ney who is employed full-time by a re-
cipient in legal assistance activities 
supported in major part by the Cor-
poration, and who is authorized to 
practice law in the jurisdiction where 
assistance is provided. 

(b) Outside practice of law means the 
provision of legal assistance to a client 
who is not receiving that legal assist-
ance from the employer of the full- 
time attorney rendering assistance, 
but does not include court appoint-
ments except where specifically stated 
or the performance of duties as a Judge 
Advocate General Corps attorney in 
the United States armed forces re-
serves. 

(c) Court appointment means an ap-
pointment in a criminal or civil case 
made by a court or administrative 
agency under a statute, rule or prac-
tice applied generally to attorneys 
practicing in the court or before the 

administrative agency where the ap-
pointment is made. 

§ 1604.3 General policy. 

(a) A recipient shall adopt written 
policies governing the outside practice 
of law by full-time attorneys that are 
consistent with the LSC Act, this part 
and applicable rules of professional re-
sponsibility. 

(b) A recipient’s policies may permit 
the outside practice of law by full-time 
attorneys only to the extent allowed 
by the LSC Act and this part, but may 
impose additional restrictions as nec-
essary to meet the recipient’s respon-
sibilities to clients. 

§ 1604.4 Permissible outside practice. 

A recipient’s written policies may 
permit a full-time attorney to engage 
in a specific case or matter that con-
stitutes the outside practice of law if: 

(a) The director of the recipient or 
the director’s designee determines that 
representation in such case or matter 
is consistent with the attorney’s re-
sponsibilities to the recipient’s clients; 

(b) Except as provided in § 1604.7, the 
attorney does not intentionally iden-
tify the case or matter with the Cor-
poration or the recipient; and 

(c) The attorney is— 

(1) Newly employed and has a profes-
sional responsibility to close cases 
from a previous law practice, and does 
so on the attorney’s own time as expe-
ditiously as possible; or 

(2) Acting on behalf of him or herself, 
a close friend, family member or an-
other member of the recipient’s staff; 
or 

(3) Acting on behalf of a religious, 
community, or charitable group; or 

(4) Participating in a voluntary pro 
bono or legal referral program affili-
ated with or sponsored by a bar asso-
ciation, other legal organization or re-
ligious, community or charitable 
group. 

§ 1604.5 Compensation. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section and § 1604.7(a), a re-
cipient’s written policies shall not per-
mit a full-time attorney to receive any 
compensation for the outside practice 
of law. 
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(b) A recipient’s written policies 
which permit a full-time attorney who 
meets the criteria set forth in 
§ 1604.4(c)(1) to engage in the outside 
practice of law shall permit full-time 
attorneys to seek and receive personal 
compensation for work performed pur-
suant to that section. 

§ 1604.6 Use of recipient resources. 

(a) For cases undertaken pursuant to 
§ 1604.4(c)(1), a recipient’s written poli-
cies may permit a full-time attorney to 
use de minimis amounts of the recipi-
ent’s resources for permissible outside 
practice if necessary to carry out the 
attorney’s professional responsibilities, 
as long as the recipient’s resources, 
whether funded with Corporation or 
private funds, are not used for any ac-
tivities for which the use of such funds 
is prohibited. 

(b) For cases undertaken pursuant to 
§ 1604.4(c)(2) through (4), a recipient’s 
written policies may permit a full-time 
attorney to use limited amounts of the 
recipient’s resources for permissible 
outside practice if necessary to carry 
out the attorney’s professional respon-
sibilities, as long as the recipient’s re-
sources, whether funded with Corpora-
tion or private funds are not used for 
any activities for which the use of such 
funds is prohibited. 

§ 1604.7 Court appointments. 

(a) A recipient’s written policies may 
permit a full-time attorney to accept a 
court appointment if the director of 
the recipient or the director’s designee 
determines that: 

(1) Such an appointment is consistent 
with the recipient’s primary responsi-
bility to provide legal assistance to eli-
gible clients in civil matters; 

(2) The appointment is made and the 
attorney will receive compensation for 
the court appointment under the same 
terms and conditions as are applied 
generally to attorneys practicing in 
the court where the appointment is 
made; and 

(3) Subject to the applicable law and 
rules of professional responsibility, the 
attorney agrees to remit to the recipi-
ent any compensation received. 

(b) A recipient’s written policies may 
permit a full-time attorney to use pro-
gram resources to undertake represen-

tation pursuant to a court appoint-
ment. 

(c) A recipient’s written policies may 
permit a full-time attorney to identify 
the recipient as his or her employer 
when engaged in representation pursu-
ant to a court appointment. 

(d) If, under the applicable State or 
local court rules or practices or rules 
of professional responsibility, legal 
services attorneys are mandated to 
provide pro bono legal assistance in ad-
dition to the attorneys’ work on behalf 
of the recipient’s clients, the recipi-
ent’s written policies shall treat such 
legal assistance in the same manner as 
court appointments under paragraphs 
(a)(1), (a)(3), (b) and (c) of this section, 
provided that the policies may only 
permit mandatory pro bono activities 
that are not otherwise prohibited by 
the LSC Act, applicable appropriations 
laws, or LSC regulation. 
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OF CLIENTS 

Sec. 
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SOURCE: 41 FR 18513, May 5, 1976, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1605.1 Purpose. 

This part is intended to promote effi-
cient and effective use of Corporation 
funds. It does not apply to any case or 
matter in which assistance is not being 
rendered with funds provided under the 
Act. 

§ 1605.2 Definition. 

Appeal means any appellate pro-
ceeding in a civil action as defined by 
law or usage in the jurisdiction in 
which the action is filed. 

§ 1605.3 Review of Appeals. 

The governing body of a recipient 
shall adopt a policy and procedure for 
review of every appeal to an appellate 
court taken from a decision of any 
court or tribunal. The policy adopted 
shall 

(a) Discourage frivolous appeals, and 
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