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§ 5.2 When do I need a permit for com-
mercial filming or still photog-
raphy? 

(a) All commercial filming requires a 
permit. 

(b) Still photography does not re-
quire a permit unless: 

(1) It uses a model, set, or prop as de-
fined in § 5.12; or 

(2) The agency determines a permit is 
necessary because: 

(i) It takes place at a location where 
or when members of the public are not 
allowed; or 

(ii) The agency would incur costs for 
providing on-site management and 
oversight to protect agency resources 
or minimize visitor use conflicts. 

(c) Visitors do not require a permit 
for filming or still photography activi-
ties unless the filming is commercial 
filming as defined in § 5.12 or the still 
photography activity involves one of 
the criteria listed in § 5.2 (b). 

§ 5.3 How do I apply for a permit? 

For information on application pro-
cedures and to obtain a permit applica-
tion, contact the site manager at the 
location at which you seek to conduct 
commercial filming or still photog-
raphy activities. 

§ 5.4 When is a permit required for 
news-gathering activities? 

(a) Permit requirements. News-gath-
ering activities involving filming, 
videography, or still photography do 
not require a permit unless: 

(1) We determine a permit is nec-
essary to protect natural and cultural 
resources, to avoid visitor use con-
flicts, to ensure public safety or au-
thorize entrance into a closed area; and 

(2) Obtaining a permit will not inter-
fere with the ability to gather the 
news. 

(b) Terms and conditions. All permits 
issued under this section will include 
only terms and conditions necessary to 
maintain order, ensure the safety of 
the public and the media, and protect 
natural and cultural resources. 

(c) Exemptions. A permit issued for 
news-gathering activities is not subject 
to location fees or cost recovery 
charges. 

§ 5.5 When will an agency deny a per-
mit for commercial filming or still 
photography? 

We will deny a permit authorizing 
commercial filming or still photog-
raphy if we determine that it is likely 
that the activity would: 

(a) Cause resource damage; 
(b) Unreasonably disrupt or conflict 

with the public’s use and enjoyment of 
the site; 

(c) Pose health or safety risks to the 
public; 

(d) Result in unacceptable impacts or 
impairment to National Park Service 
resources or values; 

(e) Be inappropriate or incompatible 
with the purpose of the Fish and Wild-
life Service refuge; 

(f) Cause unnecessary or undue deg-
radation of Bureau of Land Manage-
ment lands; or 

(g) Violate the Wilderness Act (16 
U.S.C. 1131–1136) or any other applica-
ble Federal, State, or local law or regu-
lation. 

§ 5.6 What type of permit conditions 
may the agency impose? 

(a) We may impose permit conditions 
including, but not limited to, condi-
tions intended to: 

(1) Protect the site’s values, pur-
poses, and resources, and public health 
and safety; and 

(2) Prevent unreasonable disruption 
of the public’s use and enjoyment. 

(b) We may revoke your permit if you 
violate a permit condition. 

§ 5.7 What are my liability and bond-
ing requirements as a permit hold-
er? 

(a) Liability. In accepting a permit, 
you agree to be fully liable for any 
damage or injury incurred in connec-
tion with the permitted activity, and 
to indemnify and hold harmless the 
United States of America as a result of 
your actions. We may require you to 
obtain property damage, personal in-
jury, commercial liability or public li-
ability insurance in an amount suffi-
cient to protect the United States from 
liability or other claims arising from 
activities under the permit. The insur-
ance policy must name the United 
States of America as an additional in-
sured. 
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