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§ 488.24 Certification of noncompli-
ance. 

(a) Special rules for certification of 
noncompliance for SNFs and NFs are 
set forth in § 488.330. 

(b) The State agency will certify that 
a provider or supplier is not or is no 
longer in compliance with the condi-
tions of participation or conditions for 
coverage where the deficiencies are of 
such character as to substantially 
limit the provider’s or supplier’s capac-
ity to furnish adequate care or which 
adversely affect the health and safety 
of patients; or 

(c) If CMS determines that an insti-
tution or agency does not qualify for 
participation or coverage because it is 
not in compliance with the conditions 
of participation or conditions for cov-
erage, or if a provider’s agreement is 
terminated for that reason, the institu-
tion or agency has the right to request 
that the determination be reviewed. 
(Appeals procedures are set forth in 
part 498 of this chapter.) 

[59 FR 56237, Nov. 10, 1994] 

§ 488.26 Determining compliance. 

(a) Additional rules for certification 
of compliance for SNFs and NFs are set 
forth in § 488.330. 

(b) The decision as to whether there 
is compliance with a particular re-
quirement, condition of participation, 
or condition for coverage depends upon 
the manner and degree to which the 
provider or supplier satisfies the var-
ious standards within each condition. 
Evaluation of a provider’s or supplier’s 
performance against these standards 
enables the State survey agency to 
document the nature and extent of de-
ficiencies, if any, with respect to a par-
ticular function, and to assess the need 
for improvement in relation to the pre-
scribed conditions. 

(c) The State survey agency must ad-
here to the following principles in de-
termining compliance with participa-
tion requirements: 

(1) The survey process is the means 
to assess compliance with Federal 
health, safety and quality standards; 

(2) The survey process uses resident 
and patient outcomes as the primary 
means to establish the compliance 
process of facilities and agencies. Spe-

cifically, surveyors will directly ob-
serve the actual provision of care and 
services to residents and/or patients, 
and the effects of that care, to assess 
whether the care provided meets the 
needs of individual residents and/or pa-
tients. 

(3) Surveyors are professionals who 
use their judgment, in concert with 
Federal forms and procedures, to deter-
mine compliance; 

(4) Federal procedures are used by all 
surveyors to ensure uniform and con-
sistent application and interpretation 
of Federal requirements; 

(5) Federal forms are used by all sur-
veyors to ensure proper recording of 
findings and to document the basis for 
the findings. 

(d) The State survey agency must use 
the survey methods, procedures, and 
forms that are prescribed by CMS. 

(e) The State survey agency must en-
sure that a facility’s or agency’s actual 
provision of care and services to resi-
dents and patients and the effects of 
that care on such residents and pa-
tients are assessed in a systematic 
manner. 

[59 FR 56237, Nov. 10, 1994, as amended at 77 
FR 67164, Nov. 8, 2012] 

§ 488.28 Providers or suppliers, other 
than SNFs, NFs, HHAs, and Hospice 
programs with deficiencies. 

(a) If a provider or supplier is found 
to be deficient in one or more of the 
standards in the conditions of partici-
pation, conditions for coverage, or con-
ditions for certification or require-
ments, it may participate in, or be cov-
ered under, the Medicare program only 
if the provider or supplier has sub-
mitted an acceptable plan of correction 
for achieving compliance within a rea-
sonable period of time acceptable to 
CMS. In the case of an immediate jeop-
ardy situation, CMS may require a 
shorter time period for achieving com-
pliance. 

(b) The existing deficiencies noted ei-
ther individually or in combination 
neither jeopardize the health and safe-
ty of patients nor are of such character 
as to seriously limit the provider’s ca-
pacity to render adequate care. 

(c)(1) If it is determined during a sur-
vey that a provider or supplier is not in 
compliance with one or more of the 
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