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(g) Effect of an expedited QIO deter-
mination. The QIO determination is
binding upon the enrollee, physician,
hospital, and MA organization except
in the following circumstances:

(1) Right to request a reconsideration. If
the enrollee is still an inpatient in the
hospital and is dissatisfied with the de-
termination, he or she may request a
reconsideration according to the proce-
dures described in §422.626(g).

(2) Right to pursue the standard appeal
process. If the enrollee is no longer an
inpatient in the hospital and is dissat-
isfied with this determination, the en-
rollee may appeal to OMHA for an ALJ
hearing, the Council, or a Federal
court, as provided for under this sub-
part.

[71 FR 68723, Nov. 27, 2006, as amended at 75
FR 19812, Apr. 15, 2010; 76 FR 21569, Apr. 15,
2011; 82 FR 5125, Jan. 17, 2017]

§422.624 Notifying enrollees of termi-
nation of provider services.

(a) Applicability. (1) For purposes of
§§422.624 and 422.626, the term provider
includes home health agencies (HHAS),
skilled nursing facilities (SNFs), and
comprehensive outpatient rehabilita-
tion facilities (CORFS).

(2) Termination of service defined. For
purposes of this section and §422.626, a
termination of service is the discharge
of an enrollee from covered provider
services, or discontinuation of covered
provider services, when the enrollee
has been authorized by the MA organi-
zation, either directly or by delegation,
to receive an ongoing course of treat-
ment from that provider. Termination
includes cessation of coverage at the
end of a course of treatment
preauthorized in a discrete increment,
regardless of whether the enrollee
agrees that such services should end.

(b) Advance written motification of ter-
mination. Prior to any termination of
service, the provider of the service
must deliver valid written notice to
the enrollee of the MA organization’s
decision to terminate services. The
provider must use a standardized no-
tice, required by the Secretary, in ac-
cordance with the following proce-
dures—

(1) Timing of notice. The provider
must notify the enrollee of the MA or-
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ganization’s decision to terminate cov-
ered services no later than two days be-
fore the proposed end of the services. If
the enrollee’s services are expected to
be fewer than two days in duration, the
provider should notify the enrollee at
the time of admission to the provider.
If, in a non-institutional setting, the
span of time between services exceeds
two days, the notice should be given no
later than the next to last time serv-
ices are furnished.

(2) Content of the notice. The stand-
ardized termination notice must in-
clude the following information:

(i) The date that coverage of services
ends.

(ii) The date that the enrollee’s fi-
nancial liability for continued services
begins.

(iii) A description of the enrollee’s
right to a fast-track appeal under
§422.626, including information about
how to contact an independent review
entity (IRE), an enrollee’s right (but
not obligation) to submit evidence
showing that services should continue,
and the availability of other MA appeal
procedures if the enrollee fails to meet
the deadline for a fast-track IRE ap-
peal.

(iv) The enrollee’s right to receive
detailed information in accordance
with §422.626 (e)(1) and (2).

(v) Any other information required
by the Secretary.

(c) When delivery of notice is valid. De-
livery of the termination notice is not
valid unless—

(1) The enrollee (or the enrollee’s rep-
resentative) has signed and dated the
notice to indicate that he or she has re-
ceived the notice and can comprehend
its contents; and

(2) The notice is delivered in accord-
ance with paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion and contains all the elements de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-
tion.

(d) Financial liability for failure to de-
liver valid notice. An MA organization is
financially liable for continued serv-
ices until 2 days after the enrollee re-
ceives valid notice as specified under
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paragraph (c) of this section. An en-
rollee may waive continuation of serv-
ices if he or she agrees with being dis-
charged sooner than 2 days after re-
ceiving the notice.

[68 FR 16667, Apr. 4, 2003, as amended at 75
FR 19812, Apr. 15, 2010]

§422.626 Fast-track appeals of service
terminations to independent review
entities (IREs).

(a) Enrollee’s right to a fast-track ap-
peal of an MA organization’s termination
decision. An enrollee of an MA organi-
zation has a right to a fast-track ap-
peal of an MA organization’s decision
to terminate provider services.

(1) An enrollee who desires a fast-
track appeal must submit a request for
an appeal to an IRE under contract
with CMS, in writing or by telephone,
by noon of the first day after the day of
delivery of the termination notice. If,
due to an emergency, the IRE is closed
and unable to accept the enrollee’s re-
quest for a fast-track appeal, the en-
rollee must file a request by noon of
the next day that the IRE is open for
business.

(2) When an enrollee fails to make a
timely request to an IRE, he or she
may request an expedited reconsider-
ation by the MA organization as de-
scribed in §422.584.

(3) If, after delivery of the termi-
nation notice, an enrollee chooses to
leave a provider or discontinue receipt
of covered services on or before the
proposed termination date, the en-
rollee may not later assert fast-track
IRE appeal rights under this section
relative to the services or expect the
services to resume, even if the enrollee
requests an appeal before the dis-
continuation date in the termination
notice.

(b) Coverage of provider services. Cov-
erage of provider services continues
until the date and time designated on
the termination notice, unless the en-
rollee appeals and the IRE reverses the
MA organization’s decision. If the
IRE’s decision is delayed because the
MA organization did not timely supply
necessary information or records, the
MA organization is liable for the costs
of any additional coverage required by
the delayed IRE decision. If the IRE
finds that the enrollee did not receive

§422.626

valid notice, coverage of provider serv-
ices by the MA organization continues
until at least two days after valid no-
tice has been received. Continuation of
coverage is not required if the IRE de-
termines that coverage could pose a
threat to the enrollee’s health or safe-
ty.

(c) Burden of proof. When an enrollee
appeals an MA organization’s decision
to terminate services to an IRE, the
burden of proof rests with the MA orga-
nization to demonstrate that termi-
nation of coverage is the correct deci-
sion, either on the basis of medical ne-
cessity, or based on other Medicare
coverage policies.

(1) To meet this burden, the MA orga-
nization must supply any and all infor-
mation that an IRE requires to sustain
the MA organization’s termination de-
cision, consistent with paragraph (e) of
this section.

(2) The enrollee may submit evidence
to be considered by an IRE in making
its decision.

(3) The MA organization or an IRE
may require an enrollee to authorize
release to the IRE of his or her medical
records, to the extent that the records
are necessary for the MA organization
to demonstrate the correctness of its
decision or for an IRE to determine the
appeal.

(d) Procedures an IRE must follow. (1)
On the date an IRE receives the enroll-
ee’s request for an appeal, the IRE
must immediately notify the MA orga-
nization and the provider that the en-
rollee has filed a request for a fast-
track appeal, and of the MA organiza-
tion’s responsibility to submit docu-
mentation consistent with paragraph
(e)(3) of this section.

(2) When an enrollee requests a fast-
track appeal, the IRE must determine
whether the provider delivered a valid
notice of the termination decision, and
whether a detailed notice has been pro-
vided, consistent with paragraph (e)(1)
of this section.

(3) The IRE must notify CMS about
each case in which it determines that
improper notification occurs.

(4) Before making its decision, the
IRE must solicit the enrollee’s views
regarding the reason(s) for termination
of services as specified in the detailed
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