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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 416.171 

ASC covered surgical procedures in the 
next available annual rulemaking. 

[86 FR 63992, Nov. 16, 2021, as amended at 87 
FR 72291, Nov. 23, 2022] 

§ 416.167 Basis of payment. 

(a) Unit of payment. Under the ASC 
payment system, prospectively deter-
mined amounts are paid for ASC serv-
ices furnished to Medicare beneficiaries 
in connection with covered surgical 
procedures. Covered surgical proce-
dures and covered ancillary services 
are identified by codes established 
under the Healthcare Common Proce-
dure Coding System (HCPCS). The 
unadjusted national payment rate is 
determined according to the method-
ology described in § 416.171. The manner 
in which the Medicare payment 
amount and the beneficiary coinsur-
ance amount for each ASC service is 
determined is described in § 416.172. 

(b) Ambulatory payment classification 
(APC) groups and payment weights. (1) 
ASC covered surgical procedures are 
classified using the APC groups de-
scribed in § 419.31 of this subchapter. 

(2) For purposes of calculating ASC 
national payment rates under the 
methodology described in § 416.171, ex-
cept as specified in paragraph (b)(3) of 
this section, an ASC relative payment 
weight is determined based on the APC 
relative payment weight for each cov-
ered surgical procedure and covered an-
cillary service that has an applicable 
APC relative payment weight described 
in § 419.31 of this subchapter. 

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (b)(2) 
of this section, the relative payment 
weights for services paid in accordance 
with § 416.171(d) are determined so that 
the national ASC payment rate does 
not exceed the unadjusted nonfacility 
practice expense amount paid under 
the Medicare physician fee schedule for 
such procedures under subpart B of 
part 414 of this subchapter. 

§ 416.171 Determination of payment 
rates for ASC services. 

(a) Standard methodology. The stand-
ard methodology for determining the 
national unadjusted payment rate for 
ASC services is to calculate the prod-
uct of the applicable conversion factor 
and the relative payment weight estab-

lished under § 416.167(b), unless other-
wise indicated in this section. 

(1) Conversion factor for CY 2008. CMS 
calculates a conversion factor so that 
payment for ASC services furnished in 
CY 2008 would result in the same aggre-
gate amount of expenditures as would 
be made if the provisions in this Sub-
part F did not apply, as estimated by 
CMS. 

(2) Conversion factor for CY 2009 and 
subsequent calendar years. The conver-
sion factor for a calendar year is equal 
to the conversion factor calculated for 
the previous year, updated as follows: 

(i) For CY 2009, the update is equal to 
zero percent. 

(ii) For CY 2010 through CY 2018, the 
update is the Consumer Price Index for 
All Urban Consumers (U.S. city aver-
age) as estimated by the Secretary for 
the 12-month period ending with the 
midpoint of the year involved. 

(iii) For CY 2019 through CY 2023, the 
update is the hospital inpatient market 
basket percentage increase applicable 
under section 1886(b)(3)(B)(iii) of the 
Act. 

(iv) For CY 2024 and subsequent 
years, the update is the Consumer 
Price Index for All Urban Consumers 
(U.S. city average) as estimated by the 
Secretary for the 12-month period end-
ing with the midpoint of the year in-
volved. 

(v) For CY 2014 through CY 2018, the 
Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers update determined under 
paragraph (a)(2)(ii) of this section is re-
duced by 2.0 percentage points for an 
ASC that fails to meet the standards 
for reporting of ASC quality measures 
as established by the Secretary for the 
corresponding calendar year. 

(vi) For CY 2019 through CY 2023, the 
hospital inpatient market basket up-
date determined under paragraph 
(a)(2)(iii) of this section is reduced by 
2.0 percentage points for an ASC that 
fails to meet the standards for report-
ing of ASC quality measures as estab-
lished by the Secretary for the cor-
responding calendar year. 

(vii) For CY 2024 and subsequent 
years, the Consumer Price Index for All 
Urban Consumers update determined 
under paragraph (a)(2)(iv) of this sec-
tion is reduced by 2.0 percentage points 
for an ASC that fails to meet the 
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