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Act) furnished other than on an emer-
gency basis by a provider of services or 
a renal dialysis facility, the fee sched-
ule amount otherwise applicable (both 
base rate and mileage) is reduced by 10 
percent. For such services furnished on 
or after October 1, 2018, the fee sched-
ule amount otherwise applicable (both 
base rate and mileage) is reduced by 23 
percent. 

(9) Payment reduction for failure to re-
port data. In the case of a ground ambu-
lance organization (as defined at 
§ 414.605) that is selected by CMS under 
§ 414.626(c) for a year that does not suf-
ficiently submit data under § 414.626(b) 
and is not granted a hardship exemp-
tion under § 414.626(d), the payments 
made under this section are reduced by 
10 percent for the applicable period. 
For purposes of this paragraph, the ap-
plicable period is the calendar year 
that begins following the date that 
CMS provided written notification to 
the ground ambulance organization 
under § 414.626(e)(1) that the ground am-
bulance did not sufficiently submit the 
required data. 

(d) Payment. Payment, in accordance 
with this subpart, represents payment 
in full (subject to applicable Medicare 
Part B deductible and coinsurance re-
quirements as described in subpart G of 
part 409 of this chapter or in subpart I 
of part 410 of this chapter) for all serv-
ices, supplies, and other costs for an 
ambulance service furnished to a Medi-
care beneficiary. No direct payment 
will be made under this subpart if bill-
ing for the ambulance service is re-
quired to be consolidated with billing 
for another benefit for which payment 
may be made under this chapter. 

(e) Point of pick-up. The zip code of 
the point of pick-up must be reported 
on each claim for ambulance services 
so that the correct GAF and RAF may 
be applied, as appropriate. 

(f) Updates. The CF, the air ambu-
lance base rates, and the mileage rates 
are updated annually by an inflation 
factor established by law. The inflation 
factor is based on the consumer price 
index for all urban consumers (CPI–U) 
(U.S. city average) for the 12-month pe-
riod ending with June of the previous 
year and, for 2011 and each subsequent 
year, is reduced by the productivity ad-

justment described in section 
1886(b)(3)(B)(xi)(II) of the Act. 

(g) Adjustments. The Secretary mon-
itors payment and billing data on an 
ongoing basis and adjusts the CF and 
air ambulance rates as appropriate to 
reflect actual practices under the fee 
schedule. These rates are not adjusted 
solely because of changes in the total 
number of ambulance transports. 

(h) Treatment of certain areas for pay-
ment for air ambulance services. Any area 
that was designated as a rural area for 
purposes of making payments under 
the ambulance fee schedule for air am-
bulance services furnished on Decem-
ber 31, 2006, must be treated as a rural 
area for purposes of making payments 
under the ambulance fee schedule for 
air ambulance services furnished dur-
ing the period July 1, 2008 through 
June 30, 2013. 
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§ 414.615 Transition to the ambulance 
fee schedule. 

The fee schedule for ambulance serv-
ices will be phased in over 5 years be-
ginning April 1, 2002. Subject to the 
first sentence in § 414.610(a), payment 
for services furnished during the tran-
sition period is made based on a com-
bination of the fee schedule payment 
for ambulance services and the amount 
the program would have paid absent 
the fee schedule for ambulance serv-
ices, as follows: 

(a) 2002 Payment. For services fur-
nished in 2002, the payment for the 
service component, the mileage compo-
nent and, if applicable, the supply com-
ponent is based on 80 percent of the 
reasonable charge for independent sup-
pliers or on 80 percent of reasonable 
cost for providers, plus 20 percent of 
the ambulance fee schedule amount for 
the service and mileage components. 
The reasonable charge or reasonable 
cost portion of payment in CY 2002 is 
equal to the supplier’s reasonable 
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charge allowance or provider’s reason-
able cost allowance for CY 2001, multi-
plied by the statutory inflation factor 
for ambulance services. 

(b) 2003 Payment. For services fur-
nished in CY 2003, payment is based on 
60 percent of the reasonable charge or 
reasonable cost, as applicable, plus 40 
percent of the ambulance fee schedule 
amount. The reasonable charge and 
reasonable cost portion in CY 2003 is 
equal to the supplier’s reasonable 
charge or provider’s reasonable cost for 
CY 2002, multiplied by the statutory in-
flation factor for ambulance services. 

(c) 2004 Payment. For services fur-
nished in CY 2004, payment is based on 
40 percent of the reasonable charge or 
reasonable cost, as applicable, plus 60 
percent of the ambulance fee schedule 
amount. The reasonable charge and 
reasonable cost portion in CY 2004 is 
equal to the supplier’s reasonable 
charge or provider’s reasonable cost for 
CY 2003, multiplied by the statutory in-
flation factor for ambulance services. 

(d) 2005 Payment. For services fur-
nished in CY 2005, payment is based on 
20 percent of the reasonable charge or 
reasonable cost, as applicable, plus 80 
percent of the ambulance fee schedule 
amount. The reasonable charge and 
reasonable cost portion in CY 2005 is 
equal to the supplier’s reasonable 
charge or provider’s reasonable cost for 
CY 2004, multiplied by the statutory in-
flation factor for ambulance services. 

(e) 2006 and Beyond Payment. For 
services furnished in CY 2006 and there-
after, the payment is based solely on 
the ambulance fee schedule amount. 

(f) Updates. The portion of the transi-
tion payment that is based on the ex-
isting payment methodology (that is, 
the non-fee-schedule portion) is up-
dated annually for inflation by a factor 
equal to the percentage increase in the 
CPI-U (U.S. city average) for the 12- 
month period ending with June of the 
previous year. The CY 2002 inflation 
update factor used to update the 2001 
payment amounts is applied to the 
annualized (average) payment amounts 
for CY 2001. For the period January 1, 
2001 through June 30, 2001, the inflation 
update factor is 2.7 percent. For the pe-
riod July 1, 2001 through December 31, 
2001, the inflation update factor is 4.7 
percent. The average for the year is 3.7 

percent. Thus, the annualized (average) 
CY 2001 payment amounts used to de-
rive the CY 2002 payment amounts are 
equivalent to the CY 2001 payment 
amounts that would have been deter-
mined had the inflation update factor 
for the entire CY 2001 been 3.7 percent. 
Both portions of the transition pay-
ment (that is, the portion that is based 
on reasonable charge or reasonable 
cost and the portion that is based on 
the ambulance fee schedule) are up-
dated annually for inflation by the in-
flation factor described in § 414.610(f). 

(g) Exception. There will be no blend-
ed payment allowance as described in 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) of this 
section for ground mileage in those 
States where the Medicare carrier paid 
separately for all out-of-county ground 
ambulance mileage, but did not, before 
the implementation of the Medicare 
ambulance fee schedule, make a sepa-
rate payment for any ground ambu-
lance mileage within the county in 
which the beneficiary was transported. 
Payment for ground ambulance mile-
age in that State will be made based on 
the full ambulance fee schedule 
amount for ground mileage. This ex-
ception applies only to carrier-proc-
essed claims and only in those States 
in which the carrier paid separately for 
out-of-county ambulance mileage, but 
did not make separate payment for any 
in-county mileage throughout the en-
tire State. 

§ 414.617 Transition from regional to 
national ambulance fee schedule. 

For services furnished during the pe-
riod July 1, 2004 through December 31, 
2009, the amount for the ground ambu-
lance base rate is subject to a floor 
amount determined by establishing 
nine fee schedules based on each of the 
nine census divisions using the same 
methodology as used to establish the 
national fee schedule. If the regional 
fee schedule methodology for a given 
census division results in an amount 
that is less than or equal to the na-
tional ground base rate, then it is not 
used, and the national FS amount ap-
plies. If the regional fee schedule meth-
odology for a given census division re-
sults in an amount that is greater than 
the national ground base rate, then the 
FS portion of the base rate for that 
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