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(1) The carrier determines a base 
local purchase price equal to the aver-
age reasonable charge for items pur-
chased during the period July 1, 1986 
through June 30, 1987 based on the 
mean of the carrier’s allowed charges 
for the item. 

(2) The carrier determines a local 
purchase price equal to the following: 

(i) For 1989 and 1990, the base local 
purchase price is adjusted by the 
change in the level of the CPI-U for the 
6-month period ending December 1987. 

(ii) For 1991 through 1993, the local 
purchase price for the preceding year is 
adjusted by the applicable percentage 
increase for the year. The applicable 
percentage increase is equal to 0 per-
cent for 1991. For 1992 and 1993, the ap-
plicable percentage increase is equal to 
the percentage increase in the CPI-U 
for the 12-month period ending with 
June of the previous year. 

(iii) For 1994 and 1995, the applicable 
percentage increase is 0 percent. 

(iv) For all subsequent years the ap-
plicable percentage increase is equal to 
the percentage increase in the CPI-U 
for the 12-month period ending with 
June of the previous year. 

(3) CMS determines the regional pur-
chase price equal to the following: 

(i) For 1992, the average (weighted by 
the relative volume of all claims 
among carriers) of the local purchase 
prices for the carriers in the region. 

(ii) For 1993 and subsequent years, 
the regional purchase price for the pre-
ceding year adjusted by the applicable 
percentage increase for the year. 

(4) CMS determines a purchase price 
equal to the following: 

(i) For 1989, 1990 and 1991, 100 percent 
of the local purchase price. 

(ii) For 1992, 75 percent of the local 
purchase price plus 25 percent of the re-
gional purchase price. 

(iii) For 1993, 50 percent of the local 
purchase price plus 50 percent of the re-
gional purchase price. 

(iv) For 1994 and subsequent years, 
100 percent of the regional purchase 
price. 

(5) For 1992 and subsequent years, 
CMS determines a national average 
purchase price equal to the unweighted 
average of the purchase prices deter-
mined under paragraph (b)(4) of this 
section for all carriers. 

(6) CMS determines the fee schedule 
amount equal to 100 percent of the pur-
chase price determined under para-
graph (b)(4) of this section, subject to 
the following limitations: 

(i) For 1992, the amount cannot be 
greater than 125 percent nor less than 
85 percent of the national average pur-
chase price determined under para-
graph (b)(5) of this section. 

(ii) For 1993 and subsequent years, 
the amount cannot be greater than 120 
percent of the national average nor less 
than 90 percent of the national average 
purchase price determined under para-
graph (b)(5) of this section. 

(c) Payment for therapeutic shoes. The 
payment rules specified in paragraphs 
(a) and (b) of this section are applicable 
to custom molded and extra depth 
shoes, modifications, and inserts 
(therapeutic shoes) furnished after De-
cember 31, 2004. 

[57 FR 57691, Dec. 7, 1992, as amended at 60 
FR 35498, July 10, 1995; 73 FR 69937, Nov. 19, 
2008] 

§ 414.229 Other durable medical equip-
ment—capped rental items. 

(a) General payment rule. Payment is 
made for other durable medical equip-
ment that is not subject to the pay-
ment provisions set forth in § 414.220 
through § 414.228 as follows: 

(1) For items furnished prior to Janu-
ary 1, 2006, payment is made on a rent-
al or purchase option basis in accord-
ance with the rules set forth in para-
graphs (b) through (e) of this section. 

(2) For items other than power-driven 
wheelchairs furnished on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2006, payment is made in accord-
ance with the rules set forth in para-
graph (f) of this section. 

(3) For power-driven wheelchairs fur-
nished on or after January 1, 2006 
through December 31, 2010, payment is 
made in accordance with the rules set 
forth in paragraphs (f) or (h) of this 
section. 

(4) For power-driven wheelchairs that 
are not classified as complex rehabili-
tative power-driven wheelchairs, fur-
nished on or after January 1, 2011, pay-
ment is made in accordance with the 
rules set forth in paragraph (f) of this 
section. 

(5) For power-driven wheelchairs 
classified as complex rehabilitative 
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power-driven wheelchairs, furnished on 
or after January 1, 2011, payment is 
made in accordance with the rules set 
forth in paragraphs (f) or (h) of this 
section. 

(b) Fee schedule amounts for rental. (1) 
For 1989 and 1990, the monthly fee 
schedule amount for rental of other 
covered durable medical equipment 
equals 10 percent of the purchase price 
recognized as determined under para-
graph (c) of this section subject to the 
following limitation: For 1989 and 1990, 
the fee schedule amount cannot be 
greater than 115 percent nor less than 
85 percent of the prevailing charge, as 
determined under § 405.504 of this chap-
ter, established for rental of the item 
in January 1987, as adjusted by the 
change in the level of the CPI-U for the 
6-month period ending December 1987. 

(2) For 1991 and subsequent years, the 
monthly fee schedule amount for rent-
al of other covered durable medical 
equipment equals 10 percent of the pur-
chase price recognized as determined 
under paragraph (c) of this section for 
each of the first 3 months and 7.5 per-
cent of the purchase price for each of 
the remaining months. 

(3) For power-driven wheelchairs fur-
nished on or after January 1, 2011, the 
monthly fee schedule amount for rent-
al equipment equals 15 percent of the 
purchase price recognized as deter-
mined under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion for each of the first 3 months and 
6 percent of the purchase price for each 
of the remaining months. 

(c) Determination of purchase price. 
The purchase price of other covered du-
rable medical equipment is determined 
as follows: 

(1) For 1989 and 1990. (i) The carrier 
determines a base local purchase price 
amount equal to the average of the 
purchase prices submitted on an as-
signment-related basis of new items 
supplied during the 6-month period 
ending December 1986. 

(ii) The purchase price is equal to the 
base local purchase price adjusted by 
the change in the level of the CPI-U for 
the 6-month period ending December 
1987. 

(2) For 1991. (i) The local payment 
amount is the purchase price for the 
preceding year adjusted by the covered 
item update for 1991 and decreased by 

the percentage by which the average of 
the reasonable charges for claims paid 
for all other items described in § 414.229, 
is lower than the average of the pur-
chase prices submitted for such items 
during the final 9 months of 1988. 

(ii) The purchase price for 1991 is the 
national limited payment amount as 
determined using the methodology 
contained in § 414.220(f). 

(3) For years after 1991. The purchase 
price is determined using the method-
ology contained in paragraphs (d) 
through (f) of § 414.220. 

(d) Purchase option. Suppliers must 
offer a purchase option to beneficiaries 
during the 10th continuous rental 
month and, for power-driven wheel-
chairs, the purchase option must also 
be made available at the time the 
equipment is initially furnished. 

(1) Suppliers must offer beneficiaries 
the option of purchasing power-driven 
wheelchairs at the time the supplier 
first furnishes the item. On or after 
January 1, 2011, this option is available 
only for complex rehabilitative power- 
driven wheelchairs. Payment must be 
on a lump-sum fee schedule purchase 
basis if the beneficiary chooses the pur-
chase option. The purchase fee is the 
amount established in paragraph (c) of 
this section. 

(2) Suppliers must offer beneficiaries 
the option of converting capped rental 
items (including power-driven wheel-
chairs not purchased when initially 
furnished) to purchased equipment dur-
ing their 10th continuous rental 
month. Beneficiaries have one month 
from the date the supplier makes the 
offer to accept the purchase option. 

(i) If the beneficiary does not accept 
the purchase option, payment con-
tinues on a rental basis not to exceed a 
period of continuous use of longer than 
15 months. After 15 months of rental 
payments have been paid, the supplier 
must continue to provide the item 
without charge, other than a charge for 
maintenance and servicing fees, until 
medical necessity ends or Medicare 
coverage ceases. A period of continuous 
use is determined under the provisions 
in § 414.230. 

(ii) If the beneficiary accepts the pur-
chase option, payment continues on a 
rental basis not to exceed a period of 
continuous use of longer than 13 



77 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 414.229 

months. On the first day after 13 con-
tinuous rental months during which 
payment is made, the supplier must 
transfer title to the equipment to the 
beneficiary. 

(e) Payment for maintenance and serv-
icing. (1) The carrier establishes a rea-
sonable fee for maintenance and serv-
icing for each rented item of other du-
rable medical equipment. The fee may 
not exceed 10 percent of the purchase 
price recognized as determined under 
paragraph (c) of this section. 

(2) Payment of the fee for mainte-
nance and servicing of other durable 
medical equipment that is rented is 
made only for equipment that con-
tinues to be used after 15 months of 
rental payments have been made and is 
limited to the following: 

(i) For the first 6-month period, no 
payments are to be made. 

(ii) For each succeeding 6-month pe-
riod, payment may be made during the 
first month of that period. 

(3) Payment for maintenance and 
servicing DME purchased in accord-
ance with paragraphs (d)(1) and 
(d)(2)(ii) of this section, is made on the 
basis of reasonable and necessary 
charges. 

(f) Rules for capped rental items fur-
nished beginning on or after January 1, 
2006. (1) For items furnished on or after 
January 1, 2006, payment is made based 
on a monthly rental fee schedule 
amount during the period of medical 
need, but for no longer than a period of 
continuous use of 13 months. A period 
of continuous use is determined under 
the provisions in § 414.230. 

(2) The supplier must transfer title to 
the item to the beneficiary on the first 
day that begins after the 13th contin-
uous month in which payments are 
made under paragraph (f)(1) of this sec-
tion. 

(3) Payment for maintenance and 
servicing of beneficiary-owned equip-
ment is made in accordance with 
§ 414.210(e). 

(g) Additional supplier requirements for 
capped rental items that are furnished be-
ginning on or after January 1, 2007. (1) 
The supplier that furnishes an item for 
the first month during which payment 
is made using the methodology de-
scribed in paragraph (f)(1) of this sec-
tion must continue to furnish the 

equipment until medical necessity 
ends, or the 13-month period of contin-
uous use ends, whichever is earlier, un-
less— 

(i) The item becomes subject to a 
competitive acquisition program im-
plemented in accordance with section 
1847(a) of the Act; 

(ii) The beneficiary relocates to an 
area that is outside the normal service 
area of the supplier that initially fur-
nished the equipment; 

(iii) The beneficiary elects to obtain 
the equipment from a different supplier 
prior to the expiration of the 13-month 
rental period; or 

(iv) CMS or the carrier determines 
that an exception should apply in an 
individual case based on the cir-
cumstances. 

(2) A capped rental item furnished 
under this section may not be replaced 
by the supplier prior to the expiration 
of the 13-month rental period unless: 

(i) The supplier replaces an item with 
the same, or equivalent, make and 
model of equipment because the item 
initially furnished was lost, stolen, ir-
reparably damaged, is being repaired, 
or no longer functions; 

(ii) A physician orders different 
equipment for the beneficiary. If the 
need for different equipment is based 
on medical necessity, then the order 
must indicate why the equipment ini-
tially furnished is no longer medically 
necessary and the supplier must retain 
this order in the beneficiary’s medical 
record; 

(iii) The beneficiary chooses to ob-
tain a newer technology item or up-
graded item and signs an advanced ben-
eficiary notice (ABN); or 

(iv) CMS or the carrier determines 
that a change in equipment is war-
ranted. 

(3) Before furnishing a capped rental 
item, the supplier must disclose to the 
beneficiary its intentions regarding 
whether it will accept assignment of 
all monthly rental claims for the dura-
tion of the rental period. A supplier’s 
intentions could be expressed in the 
form of a written agreement between 
the supplier and the beneficiary. 

(4) No later than two months before 
the date on which the supplier must 
transfer title to a capped rental item 
to the beneficiary, the supplier must 
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disclose to the beneficiary whether it 
can maintain and service the item 
after the beneficiary acquires title to 
it. CMS or its carriers may make ex-
ceptions to this requirement on a case- 
by-case basis. 

(h) Purchase of power-driven wheel-
chairs furnished on or after January 1, 
2006. (1) Suppliers must offer bene-
ficiaries the option to purchase power- 
driven wheelchairs at the time the 
equipment is initially furnished. 

(2) Payment is made on a lump-sum 
purchase basis if the beneficiary choos-
es this option. 

(3) On or after January 1, 2011, this 
option is available only for complex re-
habilitative power-driven wheelchairs. 

[57 FR 57691, Dec. 7, 1992, as amended at 60 
FR 35498, July 10, 1995; 71 FR 65934, Nov. 9, 
2006; 75 FR 73622, Nov. 29, 2010] 

§ 414.230 Determining a period of con-
tinuous use. 

(a) Scope. This section sets forth the 
rules that apply in determining a pe-
riod of continuous use for rental of du-
rable medical equipment. 

(b) Continuous use. (1) A period of 
continuous use begins with the first 
month of medical need and lasts until 
a beneficiary’s medical need for a par-
ticular item of durable medical equip-
ment ends. 

(2) In the case of a beneficiary receiv-
ing oxygen equipment on December 31, 
2005, the period of continuous use for 
the equipment begins on January 1, 
2006. 

(c) Temporary interruption. (1) A pe-
riod of continuous use allows for tem-
porary interruptions in the use of 
equipment. 

(2) An interruption of not longer than 
60 consecutive days plus the days re-
maining in the rental month in which 
use ceases is temporary, regardless of 
the reason for the interruption. 

(3) Unless there is a break in medical 
necessity that lasts longer than 60 con-
secutive days plus the days remaining 
in the rental month in which use 
ceases, medical necessity is presumed 
to continue. 

(d) Criteria for a new rental period. If 
an interruption in the use of equipment 
continues for more than 60 consecutive 
days plus the days remaining in the 
rental month in which use ceases, a 

new rental period begins if the supplier 
submits all of the following informa-
tion— 

(1) A new prescription. 
(2) New medical necessity docu-

mentation. 
(3) A statement describing the reason 

for the interruption and demonstrating 
that medical necessity in the prior epi-
sode ended. 

(e) Beneficiary moves. A permanent or 
temporary move made by a beneficiary 
does not constitute an interruption in 
the period of continuous use. 

(f) New equipment. (1) If a beneficiary 
changes equipment or requires addi-
tional equipment based on a physi-
cian’s prescription, and the new or ad-
ditional equipment is found to be nec-
essary, a new period of continuous use 
begins for the new or additional equip-
ment. A new period of continuous use 
does not begin for base equipment that 
is modified by an addition. 

(2) A new period of continuous use 
does not begin when a beneficiary 
changes from one stationary oxygen 
equipment modality to another or from 
one portable oxygen equipment modal-
ity to another. 

(g) New supplier. If a beneficiary 
changes suppliers, a new period of con-
tinuous use does not begin. 

(h) Oxygen equipment furnished after 
the 36-month rental period. A new period 
of continuous use does not begin under 
any circumstance in the case of oxygen 
equipment furnished after the 36- 
month rental period in accordance with 
§ 414.226(h) until the end of the reason-
able useful lifetime established for 
such equipment in accordance with 
§ 414.210(h). 

[56 FR 50823, Oct. 9, 1991, as amended at 57 FR 
57111, Dec. 3, 1992; 71 FR 65935, Nov. 9, 2006; 73 
FR 69937, Nov. 19, 2008; 83 FR 57072, Nov. 14, 
2018] 

§ 414.232 Special payment rules for 
transcutaneous electrical nerve 
stimulators (TENS). 

(a) General payment rule. Except as 
provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, payment for TENS is made on a 
purchase basis with the purchase price 
determined using the methodology for 
purchase of inexpensive or routinely 
purchased items as described in 
§ 414.220. The payment amount for 
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