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(ii) Inpatient days for that same cost 
reporting period. 

(iii) Medicare + Choice inpatient days 
for that same cost reporting period. 

(2) Step two. Using the data from step 
one, determine the ratio of the indi-
vidual hospital’s total nursing or allied 
health payments, to its total inpatient 
days. Multiply this ratio by the hos-
pital’s total Medicare + Choice inpa-
tient days. 

(3) Step three. CMS will determine, 
using the best available data, for all el-
igible hospitals the total of all— 

(i) Nursing and allied health edu-
cation program payments made to all 
hospitals for all cost reporting periods 
ending in the fiscal year that is 2 years 
prior to the current calendar year; 

(ii) Inpatient days from those same 
cost reporting periods; and 

(iii) Medicare + Choice inpatient days 
for those same cost reporting periods. 

(4) Step four. Using the data from step 
three, CMS will determine the ratio of 
the total of all nursing and allied 
health education program payments 
made to all hospitals for all cost re-
porting periods ending in the fiscal 
year that is 2 years prior to the current 
calendar year, to the total of all inpa-
tient days from those same cost report-
ing periods. CMS will multiply this 
ratio by the total of all Medicare + 
Choice inpatient days for those same 
cost reporting periods. 

(5) Step 5. Calculate the ratio of the 
product determined in step two to the 
product determined in step four. 

(6) Step 6. Multiply the ratio cal-
culated in step five by the amount de-
termined in accordance with paragraph 
(f) of this section for the current cal-
endar year. The resulting product is 
each respective hospital’s additional 
payment amount. 

(f) Calculation of the payment ‘‘pool.’’ 
(1) Subject to paragraph (f)(3) of this 
section, each calendar year, CMS will 
calculate a Medicare + Choice nursing 
and allied health payment ‘‘pool’’ ac-
cording to the following steps: 

(i) Determine the ratio of projected 
total Medicare + Choice direct GME 
payments made in accordance with the 
provisions of § 413.76(c) across all hos-
pitals in the current calendar year to 
projected total direct GME payments 

made across all hospitals in the cur-
rent calendar year. 

(ii) Multiply the ratio calculated in 
paragraph (f)(1)(i) of this section by 
projected total Medicare nursing and 
allied health education reasonable cost 
payments made to all hospitals in the 
current calendar year. 

(2) The resulting product of the steps 
under paragraphs (f)(1)(i) and (f)(1)(ii) 
of this section is the Medicare + Choice 
nursing and allied health payment 
‘‘pool’’ for the current calendar year. 

(3) The payment pool may not exceed 
$60 million in any calendar year. 

[65 FR 47051, Aug. 1, 2000, as amended at 66 
FR 32195, June 13, 2001; 69 FR 49265, Aug. 11, 
2004; 70 FR 47489, Aug. 12, 2005] 

§ 413.88 Incentive payments under 
plans for voluntary reduction in 
number of medical residents. 

(a) Statutory basis. This section im-
plements section 1886(h)(6) of the Act, 
which establishes a program under 
which incentive payments may be 
made to qualifying entities that de-
velop and implement approved plans to 
voluntarily reduce the number of resi-
dents in medical residency training. 

(b) Qualifying entity defined. ‘‘Quali-
fying entity’’ means: 

(1) An individual hospital that is op-
erating one or more approved medical 
residency training programs as defined 
in § 413.75(b) of this chapter; or 

(2) Two or more hospitals that are 
operating approved medical residency 
training programs as defined in 
§ 413.75(b) of this chapter and that sub-
mit a residency reduction application 
as a single entity. 

(c) Conditions for payments. (1) A 
qualifying entity must submit an ap-
plication for a voluntary residency re-
duction plan that meets the require-
ments and conditions of this section in 
order to receive incentive payments for 
reducing the number of residents in its 
medical residency training programs. 

(2) The incentive payments will be 
determined as specified under para-
graph (g) of this section. 

(d) Requirements for voluntary plans. 
In order for a qualifying entity to re-
ceive incentive payments under a vol-
untary residency reduction plan, the 
qualifying entity must submit an ap-
plication that contains the following 



929 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 413.88 

information, documents, and agree-
ments— 

(1) A description of the operation of a 
plan for reducing the full-time equiva-
lent (FTE) residents in its approved 
medical residency training programs, 
consistent with the percentage reduc-
tion requirements specified in para-
graphs (g)(2) and (g)(3) of this section; 

(2) An election of the period of resi-
dency training years during which the 
reductions will occur. The reductions 
must be fully implemented by not later 
than the fifth residency training year 
in which the plan is effective; 

(3) FTE counts for the base number 
of residents, as defined in paragraph 
(g)(1) of this section, with a breakdown 
of the number of primary care resi-
dents compared to the total number of 
residents; and the direct and indirect 
FTE counts of the entity on June 30, 
1997. For joint applicants, these counts 
must be provided individually and col-
lectively; 

(4) Data on the annual and cumu-
lative targets for reducing the number 
of FTE residents and the ratios of the 
number of primary care residents to 
the total number of residents for the 
base year and for each year in the 5- 
year reduction period. For joint appli-
cants, these data must be provided in-
dividually and collectively; 

(5) An agreement to not reduce the 
proportion of its primary care resi-
dents to its total number of residents 
below the proportion that exists in the 
base year, as specified in paragraph 
(g)(1) of this section; 

(6) An agreement to comply with 
data submission requirements deemed 
necessary by CMS to make annual in-
centive payments during the 5-year 
residency reduction plan, and to fully 
cooperate with additional audit and 
monitoring activities deemed nec-
essary by CMS; 

(7) For a qualifying entity that is a 
member of an affiliated group as de-
fined in § 413.75(b), a statement that all 
members of the group agree to an ag-
gregate FTE cap that reflects— 

(i) The reduction in the qualifying 
entity’s FTE count as specified in the 
plan during each year of the plan; and 

(ii) The 1996 FTE count of the other 
hospital(s) in the affiliated group. 

(8) A statement indicating voluntary 
participation in the plan under the 
terms of this section, signed by each 
hospital that is part of the applying en-
tity. 

(e) Deadline for applications. A quali-
fying entity must submit an applica-
tion that meets the requirements of 
paragraph (d) of this section at least 
one day prior to the first day of the pe-
riod to which the plan would be effec-
tive but no later than November 1, 1999. 
The application must be submitted to 
the contractor, with a copy to CMS. 

(f) Effective dates of plans. Residency 
reduction plans that are submitted to 
the contractor on or after September 
17, 1999 but on or before November 1, 
1999, may be effective for portions of 
cost reporting periods beginning no 
earlier than the day after the date of 
the application. 

(g) Residency reduction requirements— 
(1) Base number of residents defined. (i) 
‘‘Base number of residents’’ means the 
lesser of— 

(A) The number of FTE residents in 
all approved medical residency train-
ing programs of the qualifying entity 
(before application of weighting factors 
under § 413.79) for the most recent resi-
dency training year ending June 30, 
1996; or 

(B) The number of FTE residents in 
all approved medical residency train-
ing programs of the qualifying entity 
(before application of weighting factors 
under § 413.79) for any subsequent resi-
dency training year that ends before 
the date the entity submits its plan to 
the contractor and CMS. 

(ii) The residency training year used 
to determine the base number of resi-
dents is the ‘‘base year’’ for deter-
mining reduction requirements. 

(iii) The qualifying entity’s base 
number of residents may not be ad-
justed to reflect adjustments that may 
otherwise be made to the entity’s FTE 
caps for new medical residency train-
ing programs. 

(2) Qualifying entity consisting of indi-
vidual hospital. The base number of 
FTE residents in all the approved med-
ical residency training programs oper-
ated by or through a qualifying entity 
consisting of an individual hospital 
must be reduced as follows: 
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(i) If the base number of residents ex-
ceeds 750, residents, by at least 20 per-
cent of the base number. 

(ii) If the base number of residents 
exceeds 600 but is less than or equal to 
750 residents— 

(A) By 150 residents; or 
(B) By 20 percent, if the qualifying 

entity increases the number of primary 
care residents included in the base 
number by at least 20 percent. 

(iii) If the base number of residents is 
600 or less residents— 

(A) By 25 percent; or 
(B) By 20 percent, if the qualifying 

entity increases the number of primary 
care residents included in the base 
number of residents by at least 20 per-
cent. 

(3) Qualifying entity consisting of two 
or more hospitals. The base number of 
FTE residents in the aggregate for all 
the approved medical residency train-
ing programs operated by or through a 
qualifying entity consisting of two or 
more hospitals must be reduced— 

(i) By 25 percent; or 
(ii) By 20 percent, if the qualifying 

entity increases the number of primary 
care residents included in the base 
number of residents by at least 20 per-
cent. 

(4) Treatment of rotating residents. A 
qualifying entity will not be eligible 
for incentive payments for a reduction 
in the base number of residents if the 
reduction is a result of the entity ro-
tating residents to another hospital 
that is not a part of its voluntary resi-
dency reduction plan. 

(5) Updates to annual and cumulative 
targets (i) Except as provided in para-
graph (g)(5)(ii) of this section an entity 
with an approved voluntary residency 
reduction plan may not change the an-
nual and cumulative reduction targets 
that are specified in its plan in accord-
ance with paragraphs (g)(2) and (g)(3) of 
this section. 

(ii) An entity may update annual re-
duction targets specified in its plan 
only if— 

(A) It has failed to meet a specified 
annual target for a plan year in the 5- 
year period; and 

(B) It wishes to adjust future annual 
targets for the remaining years of the 
plan in order to comply with its cumu-
lative target. 

(iii) An updated plan allowed under 
paragraph (g)(5)(ii) of this section must 
be submitted prior to the beginning of 
each July 1 medical residency training 
year during the plan years. 

(h) Computation of incentive payment 
amount. (1) Incentive payments to 
qualifying entities that meets the re-
quirements and conditions of para-
graphs (d) and (g) of this section will be 
computed as follows: 

(i) Step 1. Determine the amount (if 
any) by which the payment amount 
that would have been made under 
§ 413.76 if there had been a 5-percent re-
duction in the number of FTE residents 
in the approved medical education 
training programs of the hospital as of 
June 30, 1997, exceeds the amount of 
payment that would have been made 
under § 413.76 in each year under the 
voluntary residency reduction plan, 
taking into account the reduction in 
the number of FTE residents under the 
plan. 

(ii) Step 2. Determine the amount (if 
any) by which the payment amount 
that would have been made under 
§ 412.105 of this chapter if there had 
been a 5-percent reduction in the num-
ber of FTE residents in the approved 
medical education training programs 
of the hospital as of June 30, 1997, ex-
ceeds the payment amount made under 
§ 412.105 of this chapter in each year 
under the voluntary residency reduc-
tion plan, taking into account the ac-
tual reduction in the number of FTE 
residents. 

(iii) Step 3. Determine the amount (if 
any) by which the payment amount 
that would have been made under 
§ 412.322 of this chapter if there had 
been a 5-percent reduction in the num-
ber of FTE residents in the approved 
medical education training programs 
of the hospital as of June 30, 1997, ex-
ceeds the payment amount made under 
§ 412.322 of this chapter in each year 
under the voluntary residency reduc-
tion plan, taking into account the ac-
tual reduction in the number of FTE 
residents. 

(iv) Step 4. Multiply the sum of the 
amounts determined under paragraph 
(h)(i), (ii), and (iii) of this section by 
the applicable hold harmless percent-
ages specified in paragraph (i) of this 
section. 
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(2) The determination of the amounts 

under paragraph (h)(1) of this section 

for any year is based on the applicable 
Medicare statutory provisions in effect 
on the application deadline date for the 
voluntary reduction plan specified 
under paragraph (e) of this section. 

(i) Applicable hold-harmless percentage. 
The applicable hold-harmless percent-
ages for each year in which the resi-
dency reduction plan is in effect are as 
follows: 

(1) 100 percent for the first and sec-
ond residency training years; 

(2) 75 percent for the third year; 

(3) 50 percent for the fourth year; and 

(4) 25 percent for the fifth year. 

(j) Payments to qualifying entities. An-
nual incentive payments through cost 
reports will be made to each hospital 
that is or is part of a qualifying entity 
over the 5-year reduction period if the 
qualifying entity meets the annual and 
cumulative reduction targets specified 
in its voluntary reduction plan. 

(k) Penalty for noncompliance—(1) 
Nonpayment. No incentive payment 
may be made to a qualifying entity for 
a residency training year if the quali-
fying entity has failed to reduce the 
number of FTE residents according to 
its voluntary residency reduction plan. 

(2) Repayment of incentive amounts. 
The qualifying entity is liable for re-
payment of the total amount of incen-
tive payments it has received if the 
qualifying entity— 

(i) Fails to reduce the base number of 
residents by the percentages specified 
in paragraphs (g)(2) and (g)(3) of this 
section by the end of the fifth resi-
dency training year; or 

(ii) Increases the number of FTE resi-
dents above the number of residents 
permitted under the voluntary resi-
dency reduction plan as of the comple-
tion date of the plan. 

(l) Postplan determination of FTE caps 
for qualifying entities—(1) No penalty im-
posed. Upon completion of a voluntary 
residency reduction plan, if no penalty 
is imposed, the qualifying entity’s 1996 
FTE count is permanently adjusted to 
equal the unweighted FTE count used 
for direct GME payments for the last 
residency training year in which a 
qualifying entity participates. 

(2) Penalty imposed. Upon completion 
of the voluntary residency reduction 
plan— 

(i) During repayment period. If a pen-
alty is imposed under paragraph (k)(2) 
of this section, during the period of re-
payment, the qualifying entity’s FTE 
count is as specified in paragraph (l)(1) 
of this section. 

(ii) After repayment period. Once the 
penalty repayment is completed, the 
qualifying entity’s FTE reverts back to 
its original 1996 FTE cap. 

[64 FR 44855, Aug. 18, 1999, as amended at 69 
FR 49265, Aug. 11, 2004] 

§ 413.89 Bad debts, charity, and cour-
tesy allowances. 

(a) Principle. Bad debts, charity, and 
courtesy allowances are deductions 
from revenue and are not to be in-
cluded in allowable cost. However, sub-
ject to the limitations described under 
paragraph (h) of this section and the 
exception for services described under 
paragraph (i) of this section, bad debts 
attributable to the deductibles and co-
insurance amounts are reimbursable 
under the program. 

(b) Definitions—(1) Bad debts. (i) For 
cost reporting periods beginning before 
October 1, 2020: 

(A) ‘‘Bad debts’’ are amounts consid-
ered to be uncollectible from accounts 
and notes receivable that were created 
or acquired in providing services. 

(B) ‘‘Accounts receivable’’ and ‘‘notes 
receivable’’ are designations for claims 
arising from the furnishing of services, 
and are collectible in money in the rel-
atively near future. 

(ii) For cost reporting periods begin-
ning on or after October 1, 2020, ‘‘bad 
debts’’ are amounts considered to be 
uncollectible from patient accounts 
that were created or acquired in pro-
viding services and are categorized as 
implicit price concessions for cost re-
porting purposes and are recorded in 
the provider’s accounting records as a 
component of net patient revenue. 

(2) Charity allowances. Charity allow-
ances are reductions in charges made 
by the provider of services because of 
the indigence or medical indigence of 
the patient. Cost of free care (uncom-
pensated services) furnished under a 
Hill-Burton obligation are considered 
as charity allowances. 
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