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(c) Communication plan. The RNHCI 
must develop and maintain an emer-
gency preparedness communication 
plan that complies with Federal, State, 
and local laws and must be reviewed 
and updated at least every 2 years. The 
communication plan must include all 
of the following: 

(1) Names and contact information 
for the following: 

(i) Staff. 
(ii) Entities providing services under 

arrangement. 
(iii) Next of kin, guardian or custo-

dian. 
(iv) Other RNHCIs. 
(v) Volunteers. 
(2) Contact information for the fol-

lowing: 
(i) Federal, State, tribal, regional, 

and local emergency preparedness 
staff. 

(ii) Other sources of assistance. 
(3) Primary and alternate means for 

communicating with the following: 
(i) RNHCI’s staff. 
(ii) Federal, State, tribal, regional, 

and local emergency management 
agencies. 

(4) A method for sharing information 
and care documentation for patients 
under the RNHCI’s care, as necessary, 
with care providers to maintain the 
continuity of care, based on the writ-
ten election statement made by the pa-
tient or his or her legal representative. 

(5) A means, in the event of an evacu-
ation, to release patient information as 
permitted under 45 CFR 164.510(b)(1)(ii). 

(6) A means of providing information 
about the general condition and loca-
tion of patients under the facility’s 
care as permitted under 45 CFR 
164.510(b)(4). 

(7) A means of providing information 
about the RNHCI’s occupancy, needs, 
and its ability to provide assistance, to 
the authority having jurisdiction, the 
Incident Command Center, or designee. 

(d) Training and testing. The RNHCI 
must develop and maintain an emer-
gency preparedness training and test-
ing program that is based on the emer-
gency plan set forth in paragraph (a) of 
this section, risk assessment at para-
graph (a)(1) of this section, policies and 
procedures at paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, and the communication plan at 
paragraph (c) of this section. The train-

ing and testing program must be re-
viewed and updated at least every 2 
years. 

(1) Training program. The RNHCI 
must do all of the following: 

(i) Initial training in emergency pre-
paredness policies and procedures to all 
new and existing staff, individuals pro-
viding services under arrangement, and 
volunteers, consistent with their ex-
pected roles. 

(ii) Provide emergency preparedness 
training at least every 2 years. 

(iii) Maintain documentation of all 
emergency preparedness training. 

(iv) Demonstrate staff knowledge of 
emergency procedures. 

(v) If the emergency preparedness 
policies and procedures are signifi-
cantly updated, the RNHCI must con-
duct training on the updated policies 
and procedures. 

(2) Testing. The RNHCI must conduct 
exercises to test the emergency plan. 
The RNHCI must do the following: 

(i) Conduct a paper-based, tabletop 
exercise at least annually. A tabletop 
exercise is a group discussion led by a 
facilitator, using a narrated, clinically- 
relevant emergency scenario, and a set 
of problem statements, directed mes-
sages, or prepared questions designed 
to challenge an emergency plan. 

(ii) Analyze the RNHCI’s response to 
and maintain documentation of all ta-
bletop exercises, and emergency 
events, and revise the RNHCI’s emer-
gency plan, as needed. 

[81 FR 64021, Sept. 16, 2016, as amended at 84 
FR 51813, Sept. 30, 2019] 

§ 403.750 Estimate of expenditures and 
adjustments. 

(a) Estimates. CMS estimates the level 
of expenditures for services provided 
under this subpart before the start of 
each FFY beginning with FFY 2000. 

(b) Adjustments to payments. When the 
level of estimated expenditures is pro-
jected to exceed the FFY trigger level 
as described in paragraph (d) of this 
section, for the year of the projection, 
payments to RNHCIs will be reduced by 
a proportional percentage to prevent 
estimated expenditures from exceeding 
the trigger level. In addition to reduc-
ing payments proportionally, CMS may 
impose alternative adjustments. 
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(c) Notification of adjustments. CMS 
notifies participating RNHCIs before 
the start of the FFY of the type and 
level of expenditure reductions to be 
made and when these adjustments will 
apply. 

(d) Calculation of trigger level. The 
trigger level for FFY 1998 is $20,000,000. 
For subsequent FFYs, the trigger level 
is the unadjusted trigger level in-
creased or decreased by the carry for-
ward as described in § 403.754(b). The 
unadjusted trigger level is the base 
year amount (the unadjusted trigger 
level dollar amount for the prior FFY) 
increased by the average consumer 
price index (the single numerical value 
published monthly by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics that presents the rela-
tionship in United States urban areas 
for the current cost of goods and serv-
ices compared to a base year, to rep-
resent the change in spending power) 
for the 12-month period ending on July 
31 preceding the beginning of the FFY. 

§ 403.752 Payment provisions. 

(a) Payment to RNHCIs. Payment for 
services may be made to an RNHCI 
that meets the conditions for coverage 
described in § 403.720 and the conditions 
of participation described in §§ 403.730 
through 403.746. Payment is made in 
accordance with § 413.40 of this chapter 
to an RNHCI meeting these conditions. 

(b) Review of estimates and adjust-
ments. There is no administrative or ju-
dicial review of the level of estimated 
expenditures or the adjustments in 
payments described in § 403.750(a) and 
(b). 

(c) Effect on beneficiary liability. When 
payments are reduced in accordance 
with § 403.750(b), the RNHCI may bill 
the beneficiary the amount of the 
Medicare reduction attributable to his 
or her covered services. 

(d) Notification of beneficiary liability. 
(1) The RNHCI must notify the bene-
ficiary in writing at the time of admis-
sion of any proposed or current propor-
tional Medicare adjustment. A bene-
ficiary currently receiving care in the 
RNHCI must be notified in writing at 
least 30 days before the Medicare re-
duction is to take effect. The notifica-
tion must inform the beneficiary that 
the RNHCI can bill him or her for the 
proportional Medicare adjustment. 

(2) The RNHCI must, at time of bill-
ing, provide the beneficiary with his or 
her liability for payment, based on a 
calculation of the Medicare reduction 
pertaining to the beneficiary’s covered 
services permitted by § 403.750(b). 

§ 403.754 Monitoring expenditure 
level. 

(a) Tracking expenditures. Starting in 
FFY 1999 CMS begins monitoring Medi-
care payments to RNHCIs. 

(b) Carry forward. The difference be-
tween the trigger level and Medicare 
expenditures for a FFY results in a 
carry forward that either increases or 
decreases the unadjusted trigger level 
described in § 403.750(d). In no case may 
the carry forward exceed $50,000,000 for 
an FFY. 

§ 403.756 Sunset provision. 

(a) Effective date. Beginning with FFY 
2002, if the level of estimated expendi-
tures for all RNHCIs exceeds the trig-
ger level for 3 consecutive FFYs, CMS 
will not accept as the basis for pay-
ment of any claim any election exe-
cuted on or after January 1 of the fol-
lowing calendar year. 

(b) Notice of activation. A notice in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER will be published at 
least 60 days before January 1 of the 
calendar year that the sunset provision 
becomes effective. 

(c) Effects of sunset provision. Only 
those beneficiaries who have a valid 
election in effect before January 1 of 
the year in which the sunset provision 
becomes effective will be able to claim 
Medicare payment for care in an 
RNHCI, and only for RNCHI services 
furnished during that election. 

§ 403.764 Basis and purpose of reli-
gious nonmedical health care insti-
tutions providing home service. 

(a) Basis. This subpart implements 
sections 1821, 1861, 1861(e), 1861(m), 
1861(y), 1861(ss) and 1861(aaa), 1869 and 
1878 of the Act regarding Medicare pay-
ment for items and services provided in 
the home setting furnished to eligible 
beneficiaries by religious nonmedical 
health care institutions (RNHCIs). 

(b) Purpose. The home benefit pro-
vides for limited durable medical 
equipment (DME) items and RNHCI 
services in the home setting that are 
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