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and by §§ 401.106 to 401.152 of this sub-
part. 

Person means a person as defined in 
the Administrative Procedure Act, 5 
U.S.C. 551(2). This includes State or 
local agencies, but does not include 
Federal agencies or State or Federal 
courts. 

Record has the same meaning as that 
provided in 45 CFR 5.5. 

Subject individual means an individual 
whose record is maintained by the De-
partment in a system of records, as the 
terms ‘‘individual,’’ ‘‘record’’, and 
‘‘system of records’’ are defined in the 
Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. 552a(a). 

§ 401.105 Rules for disclosure. 

(a) General rule. The Freedom of In-
formation Act rules shall be applied to 
every proposed disclosure of informa-
tion. If, considering the circumstances 
of the disclosure, the information 
would be made available in accordance 
with the Freedom of Information Act 
rules, then the information may be dis-
closed regardless of whether the re-
quester or beneficiary of the informa-
tion has a statutory right to request 
the information under the Freedom of 
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, or wheth-
er a request has been made. 

(b) Application of the general rule. Pur-
suant to the general rule in paragraph 
(a) of this section, 

(1) Information shall be disclosed— 
(i) To a subject individual when re-

quired by the access provision of the 
Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. 552a(d), as imple-
mented by the Department Privacy Act 
regulation, 45 CFR part 5b; and 

(ii) To a person upon request when 
required by the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, 5 U.S.C. 552; 

(2) Unless prohibited by any other 
statute (e.g., the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 
U.S.C. 552a(b), the Tax Reform Act of 
1976, 26 U.S.C. 6103, or section 1106(d) 
and (e) of the Social Security Act), in-
formation may be disclosed to any re-
quester or beneficiary of the informa-
tion, including another Federal agency 
or a State or Federal court, when the 
information would not be exempt from 
mandatory disclosure under Freedom 
of Information Act rules or when the 
information nevertheless would be 
made available under the Department’s 
public information regulation’s cri-

teria for disclosures which are in the 
public interest and consistent with ob-
ligations of confidentiality and admin-
istrative necessity, 45 CFR part 5, sub-
part F, as supplemented by §§ 401.106 to 
401.152 of this subpart. 

[42 FR 14704, Mar. 16, 1977. Redesignated at 45 
FR 74913, 74914, Nov. 13, 1980, and correctly 
redesignated at 46 FR 24551, May 1, 1981, as 
amended at 46 FR 55697, Nov. 12, 1981] 

§ 401.106 Publication. 

(a) Methods of publication. Materials 
required to be published under the pro-
visions of The Freedom of Information 
Act, 5 U.S.C. 552 (a)(1) and (2) are pub-
lished in one of the following ways: 

(1) By publication in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER of CMS regulations, and by 
their subsequent inclusion in the Code 
of Federal Regulations; 

(2) By publication in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER of appropriate general no-
tices; 

(3) By other forms of publication, 
when incorporated by reference in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER with the approval 
of the Director of the Federal Register; 
and 

(4) By publication of indexes of prece-
dential orders and opinions issued in 
the adjudication of claims, statements 
of policy and interpretations which 
have been adopted but have not been 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER, 
and of administrative staff manuals 
and instructions to staff that affect a 
member of the public. 

(b) Availability for inspection. Those 
materials which are published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(1) shall, to the extent practicable 
and to further assist the public, be 
made available for inspection at the 
places specified in § 401.128. 

[46 FR 55696, Nov. 12, 1981, as amended at 48 
FR 22924, May 23, 1983] 

§ 401.108 CMS rulings. 

(a) After September 1981, a precedent 
final opinion or order or a statement of 
policy or interpretation that has not 
been published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER as a part of a regulation or of a 
notice implementing regulations, but 
which has been adopted by CMS as hav-
ing precedent, may be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER as a CMS Ruling 



11 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 401.112 

and will be made available in the publi-
cation entitled CMS Rulings. 

(b) Precedent final opinions and or-
ders and statements of policy and in-
terpretation that were adopted by CMS 
before October, 1981, and that have not 
been published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER are available in CMS Rulings. 

(c) CMS Rulings are published under 
the authority of the Administrator, 
CMS. They are binding on all CMS 
components, on all HHS components 
that adjudicate matters under the ju-
risdiction of CMS, and on the Social 
Security Administration to the extent 
that components of the Social Security 
Administration adjudicate matters 
under the jurisdiction of CMS. 

[48 FR 22924, May 23, 1983, as amended at 70 
FR 11472, Mar. 8, 2005; 70 FR 37702, June 30, 
2005] 

§ 401.109 Precedential Final Decisions 
of the Secretary. 

(a) The Chair of the Department of 
Health and Human Services Depart-
mental Appeals Board (DAB Chair) 
may designate a final decision of the 
Secretary issued by the Medicare Ap-
peals Council in accordance with part 
405, subpart I; part 422, subpart M; part 
423, subpart U; or part 478, subpart B, of 
this chapter as precedential. In deter-
mining which decisions should be des-
ignated as precedential, the DAB Chair 
may take into consideration decisions 
that address, resolve, or clarify recur-
ring legal issues, rules or policies, or 
that may have broad application or im-
pact, or involve issues of public inter-
est. 

(b) Precedential decisions are made 
available to the public, with personally 
identifiable information of the bene-
ficiary removed, and have precedential 
effect from the date they are made 
available to the public. Notice of prece-
dential decisions is published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(c) Medicare Appeals Council deci-
sions designated in accordance with 
paragraph (a) of this section have prec-
edential effect and are binding on all 
CMS components, on all HHS compo-
nents that adjudicate matters under 
the jurisdiction of CMS, and on the So-
cial Security Administration to the ex-
tent that components of the Social Se-

curity Administration adjudicate mat-
ters under the jurisdiction of CMS. 

(d) Precedential effect, as used in 
this section, means that the Medicare 
Appeals Council’s— 

(1) Legal analysis and interpretation 
of a Medicare authority or provision is 
binding and must be followed in future 
determinations and appeals in which 
the same authority or provision applies 
and is still in effect; and 

(2) Factual findings are binding and 
must be applied to future determina-
tions and appeals involving the same 
parties if the relevant facts are the 
same and evidence is presented that 
the underlying factual circumstances 
have not changed since the issuance of 
the precedential final decision. 

[82 FR 5105, Jan. 17, 2017] 

§ 401.110 Publications for sale. 

The following publications con-
taining information pertaining to the 
program, organization, functions, and 
procedures of CMS may be purchased 
from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, DC 20402. 

(a) Titles 20, 42, and 45 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations. 

(b) FEDERAL REGISTER issues. 
(c) Compilation of the Social Secu-

rity Laws. 
(d) CMS Rulings. 
(e) Social Security Handbook. The 

information in the Handbook is not of 
precedent or interpretative force. 

(f) Medicare/Medicaid Directory of 
Medical Facilities. 

§ 401.112 Availability of administrative 
staff manuals. 

All CMS administrative staff manu-
als and instructions to staff personnel 
which contain policies, procedures, or 
interpretations that affect the public 
are available for inspection and copy-
ing. A complete listing of such mate-
rials is published in CMS Rulings. 
These manuals are generally not print-
ed in a sufficient quantity to permit 
sale or other general distribution to 
the public. Selected material is main-
tained at Social Security Administra-
tion district offices and field offices 
and may be inspected there. See 
§§ 401.130 and 401.132 for a listing of this 
material. 
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