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§ 58.20 Special purpose monitors 
(SPM). 

(a) An SPM is defined as any monitor 
included in an agency’s monitoring 
network that the agency has des-
ignated as a special purpose monitor in 
its annual monitoring network plan 
and in AQS, and which the agency does 
not count when showing compliance 
with the minimum requirements of 
this subpart for the number and siting 
of monitors of various types. Any SPM 
operated by an air monitoring agency 
must be included in the periodic assess-
ments and annual monitoring network 
plan required by § 58.10. The plan shall 
include a statement of purposes for 
each SPM monitor and evidence that 
operation of each monitor meets the 
requirements of appendix A or an ap-
proved alternative as provided by 
§ 58.11(a)(2) where applicable. The moni-
toring agency may designate a monitor 
as an SPM after January 1, 2007 only if 
it is a new monitor, i.e., a SLAMS 
monitor that is not included in the cur-
rently applicable monitoring plan or, 
for a monitor included in the moni-
toring plan prior to January 1, 2007, if 
the Regional Administrator has ap-
proved the discontinuation of the mon-
itor as a SLAMS site. 

(b) Any SPM data collected by an air 
monitoring agency using a Federal ref-
erence method (FRM), Federal equiva-
lent method (FEM), or approved re-
gional method (ARM) must meet the 
requirements of § 58.11, § 58.12, and ap-
pendix A to this part or an approved al-
ternative to appendix A to this part. 
Compliance with appendix E to this 
part is optional but encouraged except 
when the monitoring agency’s data ob-
jectives are inconsistent with those re-
quirements. Data collected at an SPM 
using a FRM, FEM, or ARM meeting 
the requirements of appendix A must 
be submitted to AQS according to the 
requirements of § 58.16. Data collected 
by other SPMs may be submitted. The 
monitoring agency must also submit to 
AQS an indication of whether each 
SPM reporting data to AQS monitor 
meets the requirements of appendices 
A and E to this part. 

(c) All data from an SPM using an 
FRM, FEM, or ARM which has oper-
ated for more than 24 months are eligi-
ble for comparison to the relevant 

NAAQS, subject to the conditions of 
§§ 58.11(e) and 58.30, unless the air moni-
toring agency demonstrates that the 
data came from a particular period 
during which the requirements of ap-
pendix A, appendix C, or appendix E to 
this part were not met, subject to re-
view and EPA Regional Office approval 
as part of t, App. he annual monitoring 
network plan described in § 58.10. 

(d) If an SPM using an FRM, FEM, or 
ARM is discontinued within 24 months 
of start-up, the Administrator will not 
base a NAAQS violation determination 
for the PM 2.5 or ozone NAAQS solely on 
data from the SPM. 

(e) If an SPM using an FRM, FEM, or 
ARM is discontinued within 24 months 
of start-up, the Administrator will not 
designate an area as nonattainment for 
the CO, SO2, NO2, or 24-hour PM 10 
NAAQS solely on the basis of data from 
the SPM. Such data are eligible for use 
in determinations of whether a non-
attainment area has attained one of 
these NAAQS. 

(f) Prior approval from EPA is not re-
quired for discontinuance of an SPM. 

[71 FR 61298, Oct. 17, 2006, as amended at 72 
FR 32210, June 12, 2007; 73 FR 67060, Nov. 12, 
2008; 78 FR 3283, Jan. 15, 2013] 

Subpart D—Comparability of 
Ambient Data to the NAAQS 

SOURCE: 71 FR 61302, Oct. 17, 2006, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 58.30 Special considerations for data 
comparisons to the NAAQS. 

(a) Comparability of PM 2.5 data. The 
primary and secondary annual and 24- 
hour PM 2.5 NAAQS are described in 
part 50 of this chapter. Monitors that 
follow the network technical require-
ments specified in § 58.11 are eligible for 
comparison to the NAAQS subject to 
the additional requirements of this sec-
tion. PM 2.5 measurement data from all 
eligible monitors are comparable to 
the 24-hour PM 2.5 NAAQS. PM 2.5 meas-
urement data from all eligible mon-
itors that are representative of area- 
wide air quality are comparable to the 
annual PM 2.5 NAAQS. Consistent with 
appendix D to this part, section 4.7.1, 
when micro- or middle-scale PM 2.5 
monitoring sites collectively identify a 
larger region of localized high ambient 
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PM 2.5 concentrations, such sites would 
be considered representative of an 
area-wide location and, therefore, eligi-
ble for comparison to the annual PM 2.5 
NAAQS. PM 2.5 measurement data from 
monitors that are not representative of 
area-wide air quality but rather of rel-
atively unique micro-scale, or localized 
hot spot, or unique middle-scale im-
pact sites are not eligible for compari-
son to the annual PM 2.5 NAAQS. PM 2.5 
measurement data from these monitors 
are eligible for comparison to the 24- 
hour PM 2.5 NAAQS. For example, if a 
micro- or middle-scale PM 2.5 moni-
toring site is adjacent to a unique 
dominating local PM 2.5 source, then 
the PM 2.5 measurement data from such 
a site would only be eligible for com-
parison to the 24-hour PM 2.5 NAAQS. 
Approval of sites that are suitable and 
sites that are not suitable for compari-
son with the annual PM 2.5 NAAQS is 
provided for as part of the annual mon-
itoring network plan described in 
§ 58.10. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[71 FR 61302, Oct. 17, 2006, as amended at 78 
FR 3283, Jan. 15, 2013] 

Subpart E [Reserved] 

Subpart F—Air Quality Index 
Reporting 

§ 58.50 Index reporting. 

(a) The State or where applicable, 
local agency shall report to the general 
public on a daily basis through promi-
nent notice an air quality index that 
complies with the requirements of ap-
pendix G to this part. 

(b) Reporting is required for all indi-
vidual MSA with a population exceed-
ing 350,000. 

(c) The population of a metropolitan 
statistical area for purposes of index 
reporting is the latest available U.S. 
census population. 

[71 FR 61302, Oct. 17, 2006, as amended at 80 
FR 65466, Oct. 26, 2015] 

Subpart G—Federal Monitoring 

SOURCE: 44 FR 27571, May 10, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 58 FR 8467, 
Feb. 12, 1993. 

§ 58.60 Federal monitoring. 

The Administrator may locate and 
operate an ambient air monitoring site 
if the State or local agency fails to lo-
cate, or schedule to be located, during 
the initial network design process, or 
as a result of the 5-year network as-
sessments required in § 58.10, a SLAMS 
station at a site which is necessary in 
the judgment of the Regional Adminis-
trator to meet the objectives defined in 
appendix D to this part. 

[71 FR 61303, Oct. 17, 2006] 

§ 58.61 Monitoring other pollutants. 
The Administrator may promulgate 

criteria similar to that referenced in 
subpart B of this part for monitoring a 
pollutant for which an NAAQS does not 
exist. Such an action would be taken 
whenever the Administrator deter-
mines that a nationwide monitoring 
program is necessary to monitor such a 
pollutant. 

[71 FR 61303, Oct. 17, 2006] 

APPENDIX A TO PART 58—QUALITY AS-
SURANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR MON-
ITORS USED IN EVALUATIONS OF NA-
TIONAL AMBIENT AIR QUALITY 
STANDARDS 

1. General Information 
2. Quality System Requirements 
3. Measurement Quality Check Requirements 
4. Calculations for Data Quality Assessments 
5. Reporting Requirements 
6. References 

1. General Information 

1.1 Applicability. (a) This appendix speci-
fies the minimum quality system require-
ments applicable to SLAMS and other mon-
itor types whose data are intended to be used 
to determine compliance with the NAAQS 
(e.g., SPMs, tribal, CASTNET, NCore, indus-
trial, etc.), unless the EPA Regional Admin-
istrator has reviewed and approved the mon-
itor for exclusion from NAAQS use and these 
quality assurance requirements. 

(b) Primary quality assurance organiza-
tions are encouraged to develop and main-
tain quality systems more extensive than 
the required minimums. Additional guidance 
for the requirements reflected in this appen-
dix can be found in the ‘‘Quality Assurance 
Handbook for Air Pollution Measurement 
Systems,’’ Volume II (see reference 10 of this 
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